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VETERAN CENTRAL
VETCEN IS A PLACE FOR  
ALL VICTORIAN VETERANS

  1300MILVET (1300 645 838)

 veterancentral@rslvic.com.au

Get the support you need to maintain your wellbeing. VETCEN is 
staffed by Case Navigators who will work directly with you to find 
and link you to supports that are available. This might be within 
RSL programs, our Ex-Service Organisation community, or help 
navigating the DVA system or Commonwealth aged care system.
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Welcome to the April edition  
of Mufti 

Writing the welcome to Mufti is one of my favourite 
tasks. I am so proud each time we come to the end of 
the writing and design process, and I am able to sit back 
and read the complied magazine. As I read Mufti, I try 
to imagine the readers who will resonate with and enjoy 
each story. 

Mufti opens with our feature ‘Art from the Heart’ on 
page 8. In this story, veteran and artist Kat Rae shares 
how studying and making art is helping her process 
past trauma. This story resonated with me as my return 
from national service in Vietnam and transition into 
civilian life was difficult. Over the years, I have employed 
many strategies to help me heal and make sense of 
my experiences. One such strategy is the creation of 
a collage that I fondly call my ‘PTSD project’. I created 
my collage to tell the story of my family, my service and 
my life after service. This collage hangs in my office at 
ANZAC House and is something that I regularly use to 
ground myself. My collage is, maybe, not as impressive 
as Kat’s artwork, but the similarities in the use of creative 
mediums as part of the healing process are striking. 
Likewise, our story ‘Quilts of Valour’ on page 22, tells 
the story of a handmade quilt given to an injured soldier 
overseas that inspired one mother to start a movement 
here in Australia. Quilts of Valour is a wonderful charity 
that combines creativity and a dedication to caring for 
our veterans. 

I am sure that many readers will agree with me when I 
write that the past two years have passed in a haze of 
COVID-19 anxiety. Now, in March 2022, COVID-19 almost 
feels like a distant memory. On page 28, in our story ‘Our 
Greatest Comeback’, we check in with a handful of our 
Sub-Branches and hear how they have coped over the 
last two years and what they are planning now that the 
pandemic is easing. In ‘Remembering Kokoda’ on page 
32, we are reminded that overseas travel is possible once 
again. In our story, readers will meet Dave Howell. Dave 
is a veteran and Kokoda Track guide who has returned to 
the track with a special mission after two years away.  

A word from our State President 
Dr Robert Webster OAM

Dave’s story is also a timely reminder that we will 
commemorate the 80th anniversary of one of the most 
harrowing campaigns of WWII this year. 

I’ve mentioned some of our stories to read and enjoy 
in this welcome. But, there are so many more stories 
waiting to surprise and delight in this edition of Mufti.  
As always, the team behind Mufti would love to hear your 
feedback. You can write to us at mufti@rslvic.com.au 
or RSL Victoria 4 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000. 

Finally, there is one more thing that I must mention. As 
I write this, it is six weeks, until we remind Victorians of 
the sacrifice that our past and present service people 
have made on their behalf. In just six weeks we will once 
again commemorate ANZAC Day and this year we have 
the opportunity to do this as we haven’t been able to 
do for the past two years; together, united as one. The 
RSL Victoria website is your gateway to ANZAC Day this 
year. You will find information about RSL Victoria’s Sub-
Branch services in the local community and Melbourne 
ANZAC Day activities on the website. I encourage all of 
you to visit rslvic.com.au and plan your ANZAC Day. 

Yours sincerely,

 

Dr Robert Webster OAM 
State President 
RSL Victoria

WELCOME
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An elegant symbol of life’s fragility, the poppy makes a fitting tribute to those 
who laid down their lives in service of our great nation. Now you can honour a 
loved one who served with the “Flanders Fields Poppy Bracelet”. A tasteful fine 
jewellery exclusive from The Bradford Exchange.

A moving first-of-a-kind design
Inspired by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae’s epic poem In Flanders Fields, 
this stunning treasure brings its poppies to life again to honour our diggers in 
a truly meaningful way. Hand-applied 18-carat gold-plate accents the finely-
crafted bracelet to create a truly opulent look. Nine radiant sparkling crystals 
rest in the centre of each bloom which is hand-enamelled in red to capture the 
lifelike vibrancy of the poppy. Wear this elegant bracelet and know that your 
digger will be remembered always. The bracelet is accompanied by a Certificate 
of Authenticity reproducing McCrae’s In Flanders Fields poem as a beautiful 
finishing touch.

Superb Value. Money-back Guarantee
This exclusive bracelet is exceptional value at just $199.95, which can be 
yours in five easy, interest-free instalments of $39.99, plus $19.99 postage and 
handling and backed by our 120-day guarantee. This touching Anzac tribute 
is only available from The Bradford Exchange for a limited time, so don’t miss 
out. To reserve your bracelet, send no money now. Just return the coupon or go 
online today at www.bradford.com.au/lwf

Hand-applied 18-carat  
gold plate

Sparkling Crystals

A delicately hand-crafted brooch honouring those  
who served our nation courageously

Lest We ForgetLE
ST

 WE FORGET

T
R

IBU T E  E D ITIO
N

www.bradford.com.au/lwf

Shop Online 
with Ease

✔  120-day money-back guarantee
✔  Interest-free instalments

✔  Quote 124339 for fast ordering

Call (02) 9841 3311

©2022 The Bradford Exchange Ltd.         A.B.N. 13 003 159 617        503-SAN67.01

YES! Please reserve the “Flanders Fields Poppy Bracelet” for me as 
described in this advertisement. I understand I need pay nothing now.  

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ____  First Name: ____________________________

Surname: _______________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

____________________________________ Postcode: __________

Phone:  ________________________________________________

Email:  _________________________________________________  

Signature:  ______________________________________________

PAY NOTHING NOW

Please Respond 
Promptly

Please allow between 2-10 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability 
and reservation acceptance. Credit criteria may apply. Our privacy policy is available online at 
www.bradford.com.au. You must be over 18 years old to apply. From time to time, we may allow carefully 
screened companies to contact you. If you would prefer not to receive such offers, please tick this box. q

1.  ONLINE at www.bradford.com.au/lwf 
quoting promotion code: 124339

2. MAIL no stamp required, to: The Bradford Exchange, 
Reply Paid 86369 Parramatta NSW 2124

3. PHONE: (02) 9841 3311      8am-5pm EST Mon – Fri

Not  
Available in 

Stores!

A Fine Jewellery Exclusive 
from

The Bradford Exchange

Arrives in a handsome presentation 
case with a Certificate of Authenticity

Certificate reproduces 
the In Flanders Fields poem

Shown larger than actual 
size of  22cm long
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LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 
A word from our readers

“I found the article ‘The Longest 
War’ by Sue Smethurst in the 
October Mufti (Vol. 61, No. 2) a 
most interesting read.”

ELWYNNE

ANONYMOUS

“A post office staffer said, 
‘At first glance, I thought to 
myself, ‘Oh, another New 
Idea’ until I saw the small 
RSL logo on the cover of 
the magazine’.”
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“I read, with interest, the 
article about Gwen Cherne 
(Mufti Vol 61. No. 2). What a 
remarkable woman — why has 
no one yet nominated her for 
an Order of Australia?”

LESLEY 
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The Editor welcomes your feedback and 
opinion. Please email mufti@rslvic.com.au 
or send letters to  
The Editor of Mufti, ANZAC House,  
4 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000

“Thank you for producing 
a great magazine. I read it 
from front to back. However, 
I was disappointed with 
your choice of the cover 
photograph. Good to hear 
about RSL advocacy, but 
the front page photo should 
have been of a true warrior 
Pete Café. That story brought 
tears to my eyes and is one 
that, in my opinion, should 
have been the complete focus 
of the cover.” 

PETER “Thank you for the story 
‘From Germany to the Mallee’ 
in the October Mufti (Vol. 61, 
No. 2). We have no idea what 
some people went through.”

DAVID

Visit rslvic.com.au to read  
past editions of Mufti. 

http://rslvic.com.au
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ART FROM  
THE HEART

For artist Kat Rae, art has always formed part of the solution when she sought 
to make sense of her own experiences, whether it was through creating works 
of her own, or immersing herself in the expressions of others. While it was her 
constant companion and her calling, it wasn’t her first career.



While it was her constant companion and her calling,  
it wasn’t her first career.

Kat remembers the moment her mother suggested that 
she enlist in the Australian Army.

“I was hanging up the washing one morning and my 
mother asked me what I wanted to be when I grew up,” 
Kat said.

“I told her I wanted to be an artist and she suggested  
I join the Army instead.”

Kat laughs as she recalls the conversation.

“I thought I would appease her and apply and that my 
application would be too ‘arty’ to be accepted, but, to my 
surprise, I was accepted and I received a scholarship to 
go the Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra.”

And so began her 20-year full-time career in the Army.

Initially, it gave Kat the opportunity to pursue her passion 
for art and humanities completing a Bachelor Arts.

“That degree taught me how to think critically and gave 
me a good grounding in history.”

Following her officer training in Duntroon, a flurry of 
postings and postcodes ensued.

Kat was posted to Tasmania, before relocating to Darwin. 
From there she was deployed to Kuwait.

“During my first overseas deployment I was in my early 
20s and I was a Platoon Commander leading 40 people. 
We were the logistics hub for the Australian response for 
Iraq and Afghanistan.”

Then she went to Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra, and 
back again to Afghanistan, where she helped war-fit 
armoured vehicles.

KAT RAE

“I really enjoyed the 
experiences because it felt 
like we were making a 
difference. I met my late 
husband Andrew, who was 
also serving, and being in 
the Army became a career 
and a lifestyle.”

Renowned philosopher and author Alain de Botton 
believes that engaging with the visual arts can  
be therapeutic, providing us with solace, hope  
and reassurance.

Art, he argues, has the capacity to rebalance us 
emotionally, whether it’s through the architecture that we 
inhabit, the music we listen to, or the visual art we observe.

It can help us to “dignify suffering, develop empathy, 
laugh, nurture a sense of communion with others and 
regain a sense of justice and political idealism”.

For artist Kat Rae, art has always formed part of the 
solution when she sought to make sense of her own 
experiences, whether it was through creating works of her 
own, or immersing herself in the expressions of others.
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Kat said, “I have always painted and drawn, but I 
wanted to extend myself technically, so I am studying a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Printmaking.” 



Kat with a 
linoleum press.

She set off on a pilgrimage — a 809 -km walk across 
Spain known as the Camino de Santiago.

““It was the perfect way to say goodbye to the Army and 
hello to the Arts,” she said.

“When I returned from Spain, I had a big farewell party in 
Canberra and drove to Melbourne with my daughter.”

That was 2019, which unfortunately for Kat and her 
daughter, has meant she has spent most of the past two 
years in lockdown.

However, notwithstanding the challenges, Kat said that 
starting a new career in the arts has been an incredibly 
enriching and rewarding experience.

One of Kat’s most captivating pieces is a series of 
linocuts, carved from her late husband’s military stencils.

In her artist’s statement Kat remarks that when Andrew 
returned from Afghanistan he was a completely different 
man, lost among negative shapes and unable to resettle.

Art has been helping her unpack the impact of the past 
few years on her life.

Kat extended her education, completing two master’s 
degrees, one in Engineering, Management and Logistics 
and the other in Military History and Defence Strategy.

In her late 30s, Kat’s life began to unravel. Her husband 
died from suicide.

“I kept serving for a few years, but I found it incredibly 
difficult as I had a senior position that demanded a lot of 
me when my capacity had reduced.

“In the end, I felt the cost of it all weighed too heavily on 
my young daughter.

“I remember calling a friend, who was a veteran and is now 
a doctor, to ask his advice and he said: ‘You’ve always 
wanted to be an artist, why don’t you go back to it?’”

Kat had a chat to her boss.

“I told him: ‘It’s time for me to leave, it’s been wonderful, 
but I just can’t keep doing it.’

“He cried and I cried. Then, he told me he believed in 
what I was doing.”

Kat completed the Defence Force ADF Arts for Recovery, 
Resilience, Teamwork and Skills, which is for serving, 
transitioning members, as well as reservists and veterans 
who are experiencing health and wellbeing challenges 
related to service.

To mark the transition from her old life to her new one, 
Kat knew she needed a significant mental and  
physical challenge.
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Many veteran artists find engaging with art as a way 
to work through their lived experience of service and 
personal challenges.

One of the ways that some veterans use art to help heal 
is Art Therapy, a specialised area of mental health.

Conducted in a clinical setting, it combines counselling 
and visual art-making, or drama, dance or movement to 
address attitudes, thoughts and behaviours.

A recent study by the University of South Australia 
(UniSA) reveals the impact of Art Therapy on the 
wellbeing and mental health of veterans diagnosed  
with PTSD.

Lead UniSA researcher Holly Bowen-Salter said 
she found Art Therapy can improve mood, outlook, 
behaviour, as well as confidence, personal relationships 
and self-awareness, which are essential to long-term 
understanding and healing.

One ADF veteran, who took part in her research said: 
“Art Therapy has given me a way of accessing and 
understanding my trauma.

“It has enabled me to express it in a new visual language, 
so I can actually acknowledge it, see it and work with it.

“Before this, I had lots of things going on for which I had 
no language.”

Top Kat working with a linoleum press.

Middle One of Kat’s beautiful linocut pieces.

Bottom Art supplies. 

“There is something really 
therapeutic about being 
able to regain your voice 
again through art.”

KAT RAE

“I have always painted and drawn, but I wanted to extend 
myself technically, so I am studying a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts in Printmaking.

“The beautiful and egalitarian aspect of printing is that 
you are making more than one copy of your artwork, 
making it more accessible.

“It’s also got strong history of protest. After being in the 
Army for a long time and a difficult time in my personal 
life, which led to me being diagnosed with post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD).



If this article has raised any concerns for you, please contact Lifeline on 13 11 14. Veterans and their 
families can access free and confidential 24/7 support from Open Arms — Veterans and Families 
Counselling on 1800 011 046. The Safe Zone support line (1800 142 072) is an anonymous support line 
also operated by Open Arms. To access support through RSL Victoria please contact Veteran Central 
via 1300 MILVET (1300 645 838).

March to Art: Voice exhibition runs until May 1 at  
312 St Kilda Road, Southbank, Melbourne, visit:  
www.anvam.org.au

You can see Kat’s artwork here: www.katrae.net

Follow Kat on Instagram here: @kat_a_rae

“Our role is to tune into the needs of individual veteran 
artists, whether it’s supporting or mentoring someone 
like Kat to start her tertiary education in arts, launching 
an album featuring veterans and their family members,  
or exhibiting and promoting the work of veteran artists.”

This year ANVAM has partnered with RSL Victoria to 
expand the annual March to Art series, which includes  
a veteran community music and arts festival launch on  
13 March with Rock for Reflection and Remembrance 
at the Shrine of Remembrance. March to Art: Voice 
exhibition highlights new and innovative veteran artists’ 
projects and collaborations. 

As for Kat, she would like to encourage all Australians 
to consider supporting veteran artists, whether it’s by 
commissioning them to do their next artwork, or by 
visiting an exhibition featuring their work.

It’s a powerful way to give back to those who have given 
so much, to so many.

As for veterans keen to embark on an artistic endeavours 
of their own, she urges them to be brave and to back 
themselves.

“We are building a 
community of veteran 
artists across Australia.”

KAT RAE

The World Health Organization also recognises the role 
art can play in preventing poor mental health outcomes, 
while supporting recovery and rehabilitation.

It’s why Tanja Johnston, Head of Arts Programs at the 
Australian National Veterans Arts Museum (ANVAM), 
founded the veteran-led charity almost a decade ago.

“ANVAM promotes the wellbeing of the veteran 
community through the arts,” Ms Johnston said.

It is focused on arts engagement, an inclusive concept 
that covers everything from listening to music or taking 
photos to visiting an art gallery.

Many veteran artists, like Kat, find engaging with 
art as a way to work through their lived experience 
of service and personal challenges.
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©2022 The Bradford Exchange Ltd.     A.B.N. 13 003 159 617     403-COM04.19Shown larger than actual size of 38.6mm

How to order:
Call: (02) 9841 3311

Please allow between 2-10 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability and reservation acceptance. Credit criteria 
may apply. Our privacy policy is available online at www.bradford.com.au. You must be over 18 years old to apply. From time to time, we may 
allow carefully screened companies to contact you. If you would prefer not to receive such offers, please tick this box. q

YES, I wish to apply for the “End of World War I Centenary Gold 
Crown Coin” for just $29.99 (plus $9.99 P&H). I do not need to send 
any money now.

Open 8:00am- 5:00pm EST Mon-Fri

QUOTE REFERENCE 124333
124333

ORDER 
REFERENCE:

Reserve yours online now: 
www.bradford.com.au/lwf

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

Address

Phone Email Signature

Postcode

First Name Surname

COMPLETE AND SEND THIS APPLICATION FORM IN AN ENVELOPE TO: 
THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE,  
REPLY PAID 86369 PARRAMATTA  NSW  2124 

Historic 24-carat gold-layered coin pays tribute to those who served

Available now  
for just $29.99, 

plus P&H
Not Available  

in Stores!

A generation experienced  
the horrors of war on an  
unprecedented scale

At the Western Front, in 
France and in the Middle 

East, Allied soldiers served 
with courage and honour

2018 marked the centenary of the 
conclusion of the First World War, the 
“war to end all wars.” There are generations 
alive who have no direct knowledge of this 
conflict or of the sacrifice made by all who 
fought for their country. Our debt to them 
is immeasurable making it more important 
than ever that we remember their courage 
with a lasting commemoration. To 
ensure their sacrifice is not forgotten,  
a very special crown coin has been released:  
The “Centenary of the End of World War 
Golden Crown.” 

Fully layered with pure 24-carat gold, 
this collector’s edition coin will shine as 
an enduring symbol of the immense pride 
we feel for those who served our country 
and endured great hardship. The design 
honours the fallen with a moving, raised-

relief portrait of a digger remembering his 
mate, set against a backdrop of the rising 
sun. In the foreground, a field of poppies, 
the symbol of remembrance, are created 
in hand-applied red enamel, providing a 
vibrant contrast to the pure, 24-carat gold. 

It creates a touching counterpoint to the 
hallowed words “Lest We Forget” from 
Laurence Binyon’s poem For the Fallen 
which forms the Ode of Remembrance. 
Poppies, crafted in vibrant enamel, have 
been inspired by John McCrae’s moving 
poem In Flanders Fields, symbolising our 
eternal respect and remembrance of our 
fallen heroes.

Struck to a high specification and 
layered in pure 24-carat gold, only 19,999 

numbered issues will ever be minted. It is 
available now for only $29.99 – a saving of 
$50.00 – plus $9.99 postage and handling. 
Due to the extreme limitation, only the 
earliest responders will successfully secure 
this proof coin honouring our World War 
I heroes. A Certificate of Authenticity 
detailing important provenant  
information pertaining to the coin will be 
issued with the coin. Peak collector interest 
is all but assured for this commemoration 
to those who served and with it the 
potential of a swift, early sell out of  
the “Centenary of the End of World War 
Golden Crown.” 

The earliest applications will receive the 
lowest edition numbers. For this reason 

applications will be processed on a strictly 
first-come, first-served basis and are 
limited to one per Australian household. 
Applicants will be notified within 14 days 
if their application is successful. Successful 
applicants also qualify to view the next 
coin in The First World War Centenary 
Crown Collection for only $79.99 (plus 
$9.99 postage and handling) sent entirely 
without obligation on our 14-day home 
approval service. All the coins are minted 
to Proof quality, the highest possible 
collector quality. Applicants may cancel 
at any time and all purchases are covered 
by The Bradford Exchange 14-Day Money-
Back Guarantee.

Each commemorative is individually numbered, 
meaning no two are alike. Yours in the one and only 
issue of its kind – the ultimate collector’s item

DELUXE PRESENTATION CASE
An elegant, high gloss case to display the coin will also accompany 
a future delivery and is yours FREE as part of your collection. 
Shown with a Certificate of Authenticity.

End of WWI Centenary Commemoration

Centenary of the End of the First World War Remembered $29.99 + $9.99

Endorsed by the 
Defence Force 

Welfare Association  
of Australia

WORLD WAR I HEROES HONOURED



FINDING 
VERA

Author  
Lisa Cooper

Photos  
Judy Dunn and 
the Australian War 
Memorial 

It’s a long way from Cardross in northwest Victoria to Singapore, but 
that’s where Vera Torney found herself in February 1942, facing a Japanese 
advance down the Malay peninsula.

Vera’s decision to enlist in the Australian Army Nursing Service (AANS) on 
30 April 1941 saw her experience the horror of a Japanese attack that could 
have cost her her life, but instead saw her awarded for her bravery.

Regarded by her family as a country girl, Vera Alexandra 
Torney was born on July 27, 1916, at St Arnaud, Victoria; 
the youngest of eight children to John and Agnes Torney.

According to the family, Vera longed to see the 
world beyond a small country town, so she set off to 
Melbourne in the mid-1930s to train as a nurse at the 
Austin Hospital in Heidelberg.

During a time of polio outbreaks, Vera recalled to her 
family years later how respirators had to be operated 
by hand during power outages in order to keep children 
alive. It was here she also worked in the burns unit.

Little is known about Vera’s decision to enlist during 
WWII, nor her time in the AANS. Like so many others, 
Vera talked little about her experiences during the war.

“She did talk to me funnily enough,” said Vera’s niece Judy 
Dunn. “I really became a nurse because of her exciting 
life. Her stories enthused me and I then decided  
I wanted to be nurse.”

Informal group portrait of Australian nurses 
returning from Singapore to Fremantle aboard 
SS Empire Star. Courtesy of the AWM.

Informal group portrait of members of the AANS 
in the air raid shelter in the hold of the cargo 
vessel, Empire Star, after their evacuation from 
Singapore. Courtesy of the AWM.
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Aerial starboard side view of the British cargo 
merchant vessel Empire Star. Courtesy of the 
AWM. 

The Empire Star eventually made it to Batavia where it 
underwent repair. After finally arriving in Fremantle on 
February 23, some of the nurses disembarking Empire 
Star were handed white feathers.

Sister Vera Torney was appointed a Member of the Order 
of the British Empire on 22 September 1942 for her ‘brave 
conduct’. Staff nurse Margaret Anderson was awarded 
the George Medal.

Undeterred by her experience, Vera returned to service 
after a brief period of rest, serving on hospital ships 
as the war continued, including the hospital ship 
Wanganella which travelled to Ceylon, today known 
as Sri Lanka, and the Middle East, collecting wounded 
Australian soldiers.

Her children recalled that as children, they explored the 
contents of a steamer trunk Vera kept. It contained fabric 
and gemstones she collected from her travels around 
Asia and the Middle East.

It would be after the war ended before Vera learned of 
the fate of her fellow AANS comrades from Singapore, 
with those not massacred by the Japanese on Bangka 
Island made prisoners of war.

Vera returned to the Austin Hospital as a theatre nurse 
before the war ended. It was while working at the 
repatriation hospital that Vera met her future husband, Bill 
Berry from Melbourne, a patient in the hospital recovering 
from scrub typhus he had contracted while serving in 
Papua New Guinea.

“They were putting bodies 
in the water, and she was 
thinking they might not 
have been dead. That 
stuck with her.” 

JUDY DUNN

What we do know is that Sister Vera Torney was serving 
with the 2/13th Australian General Hospital in Singapore, 
and was one of the last nurses to leave the island having 
assisted in the evacuation of troops from the hospital.

It was three days before Singapore fell into enemy hands 
when the merchant vessel Empire Star left Singapore 
Harbour on 12 February 1942. On board were more 
than 2,100 people, made up of wounded soldiers, 59 
nurses including Vera, and the ship’s crew, all evacuating 
Singapore ahead of the Japanese invasion.

Headed for Batavia, now Jakarta, Empire Star came 
under heavy enemy fire in what was a sustained enemy 
air attack. With the ship receiving direct hits, Vera 
and another AANS nurse, Melbourne-born staff nurse, 
Lieutenant Margaret Irene Anderson, not only tended the 
wounded troops but used their own bodies to shield their 
patients from danger.

The attack resulted in 14 dead and 17 wounded, with 
the dead buried at sea — something that haunted Vera 
throughout her life.
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Top Vera pre-WWII. Courtesy of Judy Dunn.

Middle Five unidentified Australian nurses washing in 
the hold section of SS Empire Star. Courtesy of the AWM.

Bottom Staff nurse Vera Torney and Staff nurse 
Margaret Anderson. Circa 1942. Courtesy State Library 
of Victoria.

“Vivian Bullwinkel who 
survived [as a POW] was 
there. It was around 1954, 
so those war nurses were 
still actively seeking each 
other out. Like the old 
soldiers.” 

JUDY DUNN

Vera lived in Melbourne until she passed away on June 19, 
2006, aged 89. It says a lot about her that it was through 
other people and not Vera herself that her children 
learned of her being a ‘war heroine’. 

Describing her as a proud independent lady, Judy recalls 
her Aunt Vera with tears in her eyes.

“She was an amazing person. I felt so proud of her all her 
life, and we had a real rapport. She was an incredible 
lady who was the heroine in my life along with my mum.”

Vera and Bill married after Vera demobilised in 
September 1945. They lived in a unit in Parkville with 
their two children, Catherine and Simon, before later 
moving out to the suburbs.

It was after the war that Vera helped establish the Nurses 
Memorial Centre in St Kilda Road. Despite wanting to 
return to nursing, it would have meant intense re-training. 

Instead, Vera began working for Myer, helping women 
who’d had mastectomies by fitting them with corsets.  
It was a role she loved. 

Judy spent weekends with her Aunt Vera in Melbourne 
where she met many of Vera’s friends.

“She had this really interesting group of war nurse 
friends. She used to meet them once a month. They’d be 
shrieking with laughter. It was amazing chatter for me.  
I was 18 or 19 [at the time]. It was spellbinding.”



Looking for work? Changing careers? 
Or maybe you want help to find your passion and purpose?
Rewarding work for every veteran and their immediate family.

1300 MILVET

veterancentral@rslvic.com.au

VETERANS’ 
EMPLOYMENT 
PROGRAM

MAKE YOUR MOVE.
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The legacy of Lieutenant Colonel Vivian Bullwinkel AO, MBE, ARRC, ED will 
live on through a new memorial.

THE VIVIAN 
BULLWINKEL 
MEMORIAL

In a rare interview in 1993, Lieutenant Colonel Vivian 
Bullwinkel AO, MBE, ARRC, ED recalled the chilling 
moment that she realised her fate and that of 21  
brave Australian Army nurses, at the hands of  
Japanese soldiers.

“We just looked at one another and said, ‘They’re not 
taking prisoners’,” she said, not a hint of anger or 
bitterness in her voice. “We seemed to accept the 
fact that ‘we are on the wrong side of the fence. At the 
moment this is our fate’.”

It was 16 February 1942 and despite being in full nursing 
uniform, Red Cross emblems proudly displayed on their 
sleeves, no mercy was shown to the Australian women 
who’d managed to struggle ashore to the Japanese-
occupied Bangka Island near Sumatra, after their ship 
the SS Vyner Brooke was bombed while fleeing the fall  
of Singapore. 

The Japanese soldiers marched the women into the sea; 
a now famous rallying cry from Matron Irene Drummond, 

“Chin up girls! I’m proud of you all and I love you,” being 
the last words they heard before they were machine-
gunned from behind. 

Miraculously, Sister Bullwinkel, 25, survived. 

“I was towards the end of the line and the bullet that hit 
me struck me at the waist and just went straight through,” 
she later told the War Crimes Tribunal in Tokyo in 1946. 
She recalled how she played dead in the water before 
being washed ashore, “All was quiet and then I got up, 
the Japanese had all disappeared”.

Studio portrait of staff nurse Vivian Bullwinkel, 
AANS, in service dress uniform. Image courtesy of 
the AWM. 



KYLIE WARD

“Nurses represent the best 
of humanity. Everyone 
who goes into the 
profession of nursing 
knows it’s a life of service 
and sacrifice.” 

VIVIAN BULLWINKEL 

“I just felt that if our 
friends were prepared 
to go and fight for 
our country then they 
deserved the best care 
I could give them and I 
believed I was able to help, 
providing that care for 
them.” 

In August 1941, Vivian Bullwinkel who was born in 
Kapunda, South Australia and trained as a nurse in 
Broken Hill and Hamilton in Victoria, enlisted with the 
Australian Army’s nursing service intent on doing her bit 
to help the war effort.

Sister (Sr) Vivian Bullwinkel and her mother at a 
reception held at the 115th Australian General Hospital 
in honour of a party of returned Australian Army nursing 
sisters who had been prisoners of war (POWs). Image 
courtesy of the AWM.

It has been 80 years since the Bangka Island massacre, 
widely acknowledged as one of the most barbaric war 
crimes committed. Now a campaign is underway to 
properly recognise and honour Vivian Bullwinkel and the 
brave nurses who died in service.

The Australian College of Nursing (ANC) is working with 
the Australian War Memorial (AWM) to create a significant 
sculpture for display in the grounds of the war memorial. 

“Lieutenant Colonel Vivian Bullwinkel was a great 
Australian, a great leader, a great woman and a 
proud nurse and it is fitting she is immortalised at the 
Australian War Memorial,” said ACN Chief Executive 
Adjunct Professor Kylie Ward, FACN.

She was posted to the 13th Australian General 
Hospital in Singapore but when the fall of the city was 
imminent, she was among the last group of 300 people, 
including civilians and nurses to sail just before the city 
surrendered in February 1942. Two days later, a Japanese 
bomber spotted Vyner Brooke in the Bangka Strait and it 
was attacked and sunk.

Many were killed instantly but those who survived clung 
to wreckage and some reached land where they were 
captured by the Japanese. The Australian nurses came 
ashore with 25 British soldiers who were separated from 
the women and marched around the headland where 
they were shot. 

The women too suffered horrific deaths with Bullwinkel 
later describing how she was floating in a sea of her 
colleagues’ blood, pretending to be dead.

Soon after struggling ashore, Bullwinkel found badly 
wounded British soldier Private George Kingsley and 
they hid in the jungle where she cared for him, tending 
to a bullet wound to his stomach, but after 12 days they 
surrendered, realising they may otherwise starve to death. 

Kingsley died of his injuries a few days later.

Bullwinkel was held as a prisoner of war at the notorious 
Palembang camp for a further three years, always caring 
for the sick and injured.

After liberation, she made it her life’s mission to seek 
justice for her fallen sisters and honour their service 
and sacrifice. Upon her return to Australia, she visited 
every family to tell them of their loved one’s service and 
bravery and she lived her life in tribute to friends who 
would never return.

THE VIVIAN BULLWINKEL MEMORIAL  /  19
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To donate to the Vivian Bullwinkel Project,  
go to: https://foundation.acn.edu.
au/Foundation/Donate/The_Vivian_
Bullwinkel_Project_2021.aspx

During the Tokyo War Crime trial, she detailed the 
horrific final moments of the brave women’s lives, but 
she was asked to conceal one piece of evidence that 
was deemed too distressing to the public. However, in 
her later years she revealed to journalist Tess Lawrence 
that the women were raped before they were murdered, 
claims supported by evidence from historian Lynette 
Silver and biographer Barbara Angell.

After the war Sister Bullwinkel, who married in 1977 and 
became Vivian Statham continued her career in nursing. 
She dedicated her life to helping others, becoming the 
Director of Nursing at the Fairfield Infectious Diseases 
Hospital, devoting herself to raising funds for a nurses’ 
memorial and serving on the Council of the Australian 
War Memorial. In 1975, at a day’s notice, she led a team 
of nurses to Vietnam to recover 80 orphaned babies and 
children and bring them back to adoptive homes  
in Australia.

Then in 1993, she undertook one final emotional journey 
returning to Bangka Island to dedicate a plaque to her 
comrades who had been killed. 

She died on 3 July 2000 of a suspected heart attack, 
aged 84.

Lieutenant Colonel Bullwinkel’s wartime diary has been 
donated to the Australian War Memorial, which also has 
her uniform with bullet hole intact, on display.

Now the Australian War Memorial has offered $50,000 
towards the design and development of the Vivian 
Bullwinkel memorial which they hope offers a place to 
remember, reflect and acknowledge the contribution of 
Sr Bullwinkel and the many other nurses who served. 

In addition to the sculpture, to mark the 80th anniversary 
of the massacre, the Australian Nursing College is also 
supporting scholarships in nursing leadership in honour 
of Vivian and her colleagues.

SHARON BOWN

“Vivien was a great 
inspiration to me and 
its fitting to have her 
immortalised in a 
sculpture that represents 
all Australian nurses.”

An artist’s impression of Vivan Bullwinkel painted 
by George Petrou. This painting hangs in RSL 
Victoria’s Melbourne Veteran Hub  — Viv’s Place. 

“Vivien was a wonderful Australian,” said Wing 
Commander (Retired) Sharon Bown, RN FACN GAICD, 
Council Member of the Australian War Memorial.

Given the interest in Vivian Bullwinkel’s life and her 
standing in the community, the public are also invited  
to contribute.

“We want future generations to wander these magnificent 
gardens at the Australian War Memorial. I want kids to 
stop and ask who was Vivien Bullwinkel, what did she do, 
and I know when they hear her story, they’ll be inspired 
by it,” said Matt Anderson PSM, Director, Australian  
War Memorial.

Studio portrait of Sharon Bown. Image 
courtesy of the AWM.

https://foundation.acn.edu.au/Foundation/Donate/The_Vivian_Bullwinkel_Project_2021.aspx
https://foundation.acn.edu.au/Foundation/Donate/The_Vivian_Bullwinkel_Project_2021.aspx
https://foundation.acn.edu.au/Foundation/Donate/The_Vivian_Bullwinkel_Project_2021.aspx
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Looking for a Publisher?
CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS

The Melbourne-based Sid Harta Team appreciates 
that it is a brave step to hand over one’s work 

to a stranger. Our editors bear this in mind with 
an assessment that is sensitive while critical, 
encouraging, and realistic. Sid Harta Publishers 
is off ering writers the opportunity to receive 
specialised editorial advice on their manuscripts 
with a view to having their stories published.

ISBN: 978-1-925707-48-9
Nothing is as it seems 
among passengers on the 
New Zealand Star. Colonel 
Newton’s impotency resides 
in another when portraying 
to enigmatic widow, Nancyng 
Jenkins, his role as emissary 
to a dying woman, while 
she masks a torrid life of 
unspeakable horror and 
devious subterfuge. High 
Commissioner Sir Gerald 
Templer recalls Newton to the 
cauldron of post-war Malaya, 
the quarry being its most-
wanted communist terrorist, 
The Huntsman. With the past 
casting long shadows, does 
Mrs Jenkins hold the key to 
Newton’s redemption?

“An enjoyable, high quality 
historical fi ction novel. An 
entertaining mystery involving 
several well drawn, multi-
dimensional characters.”

— Michael Pert, author of The 
Kissing House

AVAILABLE FROM AMAZON.COM, BOOKTOPIA AND OTHER ONLINE BOOKSELLERS. SEARCH BY TITLE OR ISBN NUMBER.

RECENT RELEASES:

ISBN: 978-1-925707-80-9
In late 1969 the 12th Field 
Regiment was warned to 
prepare for active service in 
South Vietnam in 1971-72. ‘A’ 
Field Battery replaced 102 
Field Battery in the regiment 
and moved to Townsville in 
late 1969. 
David Gibson, a national 
serviceman, joined the 
battery in March 1970. He tells 
the story of life in Townsville 
and of an artillery gun battery 
working hard on High Range 
in Townsville. 
The battery moved to South 
Vietnam in February 1971 
and was to be the direct fi re 
support battery for 3RAR who 
were also on their second tour 
of duty in Vietnam. 
This book tells the story of 
what the battery did in South 
Vietnam, the highs and lows, 
and how those times banded 
a group of mem together, men 
who are still good mates all 
these years later.

ISBN: 978-1-925707-79-3
As the world turns to war in 
1914, three brothers and an 
aboriginal stockman have a 
decision to make – join the 
confl ict or remain within their 
rural idyll. 
When the eldest enlists, 
the remaining brothers are 
bound to follow and Jimmy, 
the aboriginal stockman is 
coerced into joining them 
in Palestine, where they 
battle to survive, eventually 
returning to Australia, their 
lives forever changed. 
In Palestine, Jimmy assumes 
the role of protector and is 
forced to negotiate a world 
where prejudice is suspended 
only to be replaced by the 
horrors of war, a confl ict that 
leads to the most profound 
betrayal and loss.
The Severed Cord is a tale of 
adventure and misadventure 
that delves into the genesis of 
intergenerational trauma.

ISBN: 978-1-925230-50-5
In 1902, three Australian 
volunteers who served with 
the British Army during the 
Anglo Boer War were tried 
and sentenced for executing 
Boer combatants. 
The manner in which these 
men were treated remains 
controversial, shrouded 
in protest that they were 
scapegoated for the war 
crimes of their British 
superiors. 
The book is dedicated to 
the memory of Major James 
Francis Thomas who was 
relegated to history without 
an understanding of who he 
was and the part he played 
in the dynamic development 
of the town of Tenterfi eld in 
New South Wales, Australia, 
as a property owner, solicitor, 
newspaper proprietor, 
historian, poet, proponent 
for Australian nationalism, 
volunteer soldier.  This book 
also tells how he came to 
serve in the Boer War, yet was 
destined to die alone.

ISBN: 978-1-925230-14-7
Rick Hore-Lacy, law-student-
turned-horse-trainer who 
became an Aussie legend 
in the sport of horse racing. 
The outspoken larrikin 
caused a furor in the Elite 
horse racing industry by 
breaking conventions with 
his vociferous opinions and 
infamous actions. Told with 
uncompromising honesty, 
this is a tale that will take you 
to the inner sanctum of the 

‘Sport of Kings’ and into the 
heaving action of the most 
exciting wins. A story that tells 
of criminal sabotage, crushing 
mistakes, outrageous success, 
and above all, indomitable 
Aussie spirit.

“I regard Rick Hore-Lacy as 
Australia’s (and possibly, 
the world’s) best judge of a 
yearling. As a trainer, he was 
refreshingly unconventional 
and enjoyed some great 
successes.”

— Gai Waterhouse

ISBN:  978-1-925707-69-4
Many war veterans and their 
families have endured years 
of debilitating physical and 
emotional problems, and as a 
result they and their families 
have arguably suff ered as much 
or more that those who have 
died during all confl icts in which 
Australia has participated. The 
author believes that returned 
service people have just as 
much right to be named on 
community war memorials as 
those who died during or as a 
result of their service.
Hundreds of thousands of our 
returned heroes, primarily from 
the two World Wars, have not 
been named on community war 
memorials. This book explains 
why this has happened and 
gives step-by-step guidelines 
to assist communities to update 
their memorials. I
This book can be regarded as 
a text book for those wanting 
to give our returned heroes, 
and those who died, the long-
overdue recognition they so 
rightly deserve.

Contact SHP at:  author@sidharta.com.au Phone: (03) 9560 9920 

Mobile: 0408 537 792 Web: http://sidharta.com.au

SID HARTA PUBLISHERS:  23 Stirling Crescent, Glen Waverley Vic 3150.

Sid Harta Publishers 
specialises in new and 
emerging authors, and 
off ers a full range of 
publishing options. 

We publish: 

• print editions & print-
on-demand via Amazon / 
Lightning Source 

• ebooks for all platforms. 

CALL US TO DISCUSS
OUR SERVICE.
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Helen Comport is a mother. A mother of a son who was wounded while 
serving overseas in 2010. Few can understand the stress of that situation, 
but Helen was able to take some comfort in a beautiful patchwork quilt 
made by other mothers from far away, and placed on her son’s bed while 
he healed from his injuries. This patchwork quilt inspired Helen’s new 
mission…Quilts of Valour.

QUILTS OF 
VALOUR

As she waved her son off to serve in Afghanistan at 
the beginning of 2010, Helen Comport raised her eyes 
to the sky and prayed for her late husband to watch 
over him. Six months later she received the phone call 
that every Defence parent dreads. Her son was injured 
when a NATO Black Hawk carrying 10 of Australia’s elite 
soldiers from the Special Operations Task Group crashed 
during a night reconnaissance mission outside Kandahar. 
Tragically three young commandos and an American 
soldier were killed. 

The Australians were just one week away from the end of 
their tour of duty.

Helen’s son was airlifted to Landstuhl US military base 
hospital in Germany suffering a broken shoulder, crushed 
vertebrae and serious internal injuries. 

Helen and her son, who can’t be named for security 
reasons, could never imagine that his time recovering 
in Landstuhl would be the beginning of a life changing 
journey for them both. 

On Monday 22 June 2010, the now retired school teacher 
had just finished her day in the classroom when she 
heard the news that Australian soldiers had died during  
a mission in Afghanistan.

Waves of anxiety and nausea began to wash over the 
mother of four sons. On the drive home, her phone 
rang in the car but she was unable to pick it up while 
navigating the windy bush road on the outskirts of 
Melbourne, but as she pulled into her driveway she could 
hear the phone ringing inside the house.

Her son’s chilling pre-deployment warning echoed in 
her ear. 

“He said to me, ‘Mum if something goes wrong don’t 
listen to the news, the Army will contact you.’

“I sprinted inside and grabbed the phone,” she recalls.  
“It was the officer in charge of his unit. My heart just sank. 
It truly was the worst feeling in the world. He told me 
there’d been an accident and my son was seriously injured, 
but thankfully he was alive. I knew that while I was being 
told this, other parents were being told their sons had died 
and the thought of that was just unbearable.”

The Black Hawk had been flying low to avoid detection 
when it crashed, killing her son’s closest mates, elite 
soldiers Private Tim Aplin, 38, Private Scott Palmer, 27, 
and Private Benjamin Chuck, 27. 

“It was the worst feeling in 
the world knowing he was 
so far away and I couldn’t 
do anything to help him, 
but at least he was alive.”

HELEN COMPORT 



His words sparked Helen into action and she pledged to 
gather enough quilts to send back to Landstuhl to repay 
the Americans for their kindness.

Helen contacted different groups around Victoria  
and wrote to the Victorian Quilters Guild asking for 
volunteer quilters. 

Word spread about her project and offers of help began 
to arrive. After sending quilts to Landstuhl, Quilts of Valour 
Australia was born but with a mission closer to home. 

“When he finally got home 
to Melbourne with the 
quilt in tow, he said to me, 

‘Mum wouldn’t it be lovely 
if Australians did the 
same thing?’”

HELEN COMPORT 

“The quilts are a way of thanking veterans for their service 
and acknowledging the families of those we’ve lost, to 
say we are grateful, we are here to support you and we 
wrap our arms around you.”

To date, more than 3,000 quilts have been awarded to 
veterans and their families of all theatres of war from 
WWII, the Korean War, Vietnam and contemporary 
conflicts in the Middle East including the families of the 
42 Australians lost in the line of duty in Afghanistan.

Quilts of Valour now has a committee and coordinators 
and representatives in every state and territory of 
Australia. Hundreds of volunteers have their needles and 
thread ready when the call comes for a quilt. 

Helen’s son was stuck in his seatbelt as flames engulfed 
the chopper but miraculously managed to free himself and 
pull another soldier out of the wreckage before it exploded.

The diggers were among 10 Australians from the Special 
Operations Task Group on board the coalition forces 
helicopter which crashed south of the Australian base at 
Tarin Kowt. 

All three commandos had been to Afghanistan on 
previous deployments in the days before the crash and 
the tight-knit mates had been making plans to catch 
up and go fishing when they returned home. The seven 
other Australians all suffered serious injuries and were 
also transferred to Landstuhl. 

While Helen’s son was in hospital rebuilding his broken 
body, a beautiful patchwork quilt, handmade by the wives 
and mothers of American veterans, was placed on his bed.

The quilt was a bright spot among the clinical  
white surrounds. 

“He told me the quilt was very comforting,” Helen said.  
“I guess it was quite homely and when he left the hospital, 
the quilt was folded up and given to him to keep. It was 
such a beautiful gesture it brought him to tears to think 
someone had done something so lovely and thoughtful.”

QUILTS OF VALOUR  /  23

Helen Comport said, “The quilts are a way of thanking 
veterans for their service and acknowledging the families 
of those we’ve lost, to say we are grateful, we are here to 
support you and we wrap our arms around you.” 
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“When my son was injured, 
he was a long way from 
home, I couldn’t do 
anything to help him, 
but some other mothers 
stepped in and I’ll always 
be very grateful and now 
I can help others in the 
same way as they helped 
me. It’s a small way of 
repaying the kindness 
that was shown to us.”

HELEN COMPORT 

www.quiltsofvalour.com.au

If you, or someone you know needs help, 
call Lifeline 13 11 14.

“People become very emotional when they are awarded 
a quilt. It means so much to them to know that someone 
is thinking of them and acknowledging what they gave 
for us.

“Every quilt is very special, as are the people receiving 
them, people who’ve given everything for this country or 
their families who’ve lost so much.”

Quilts of Valour Australia is now a registered charity.

Almost every week, in any corner of Australia, a quilt is 
presented to a grateful veteran or veteran’s family. 

In the beginning Helen was posting the quilts out to 
veterans and their families with a letter about what it was 
and why they were receiving it, but today the quilts are 
awarded in a special ceremony in person, usually at the 
local RSL or the veteran’s home.

“It’s such a meaningful thing,” Helen said. “I never dreamt 
I’d become involved in something like this but it’s very 
satisfying to know it makes a difference.”

Today, Helen’s son who was medically discharged, still 
lives with some physical and mental scars. 

The creation of Quilts of Valour was just one of the 
blessings of his time in Landstuhl; while recovering he 
fell in love with one of the nurses looking after him and 
the couple married in Germany. 

“The quilts are soft, 
tangible and they’re 
symbolic. We place them 
around the veteran’s 
shoulders to wrap them in 
love and show them there 
are Australians out there 
who care for them and 
appreciate what they’ve 
done for us.” 

HELEN COMPORT 

Helen Comport. 



The Victorian Scout Foundation raises much 
needed funds to support the work of Scouts 
Victoria and its 18,000 youth members. 

Scouting contributes to  
the education of young 
people in achieving  
their full physical, 
intellectual, emotional, 
social and spiritual 
potential as individuals.  

Your donation, bequest 
or membership to the 
Foundation will help 
young Victorians become 
resilient leaders and 
responsible citizens with 
a sense of belonging in 
their communities.

Contact us on 03 8543 9800 or  
foundation@scoutsvictoria.com.au

www.scoutsvictoria.com.au  

Support tomorrow’s  
leaders today

DAVID HIRSH MEDAL MOUNTING
(Enquiries to David or Ben)

Specialising in Court-Style and Swing Mounting
of large and miniature medals. 

Ribbon bars made up.
Most large medals

and miniatures supplied.
Prompt service. Reasonable prices.

12 Hawson Avenue, Glen Huntly 3163
TEL: (03) 9571-5469

email: davehirsh@yahoo.com 
Business Hours Mon-Fri 10am - 5pm
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TOGETHER 
AT DAWN 

There is a moment at every ANZAC Day Service. 
Just one moment when you can feel the crowd 
draw closer, goosebumps rise, and we all hold 

our breath. Return to ANZAC Day this year.  
Be part of the moment... Join us at dawn.

Plan your ANZAC Day,  
visit rslvic.com.au 
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It has now been more than two years since the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic, which has caused a tragic loss of human life worldwide, and 
presented an unprecedented challenge to public health, food systems, 
and the world of work  — it has changed the way each of us relates to and 
navigates the world. The pandemic has necessarily inspired a new wave of 
innovations in every sector. How have Victoria’s RSL Sub-Branches coped 
over the past two years, and what are they doing now as we start to live with 
‘COVID normal?’

OUR GREATEST 
COMEBACK 

Nhill RSL Sub-Branch 
Situated within a rich wheat growing and sheep grazing 
district 373 km northwest of Melbourne is the town of 
Nhill. It is home to the Nhill RSL Sub-Branch, a fixture in 
the local community since 1919. 

This vibrant regional Sub-Branch boasts 56 members, 
three of whom are WWII veterans, and has a deep and 
growing connection to the local community. 

Thirty-six-year-old Luke Keiler and his wife Jennifer 
moved to Nhill in 2020. Originally from Queensland, 
they’d never been to Victoria, and chose this charming 
country town to make their home.

“Nhill is such a strong community. I joined the CFA and 
the RSL and made loads of friends; we were absolutely 
welcomed into the community. We ended up buying a 
house, and now we have a daughter, Grace, aged one.”

“Moving here is the best thing we’ve ever done,” Luke said. 

A veteran himself, Luke got a tap on the shoulder asking 
him to step up and become the Sub-Branch President in 
late 2021. The then Sub-Branch president and Vietnam 
veteran Henry Berry was retiring from the position at 
Nhill’s annual Remembrance Day Service after serving  
in the Sub-Branch for 21 years. 

Former Nhill RSL Sub-Branch President, Henry 
Berry outside the Nhill RSL Sub-Branch building.
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In 2022, Luke plans to get schools and young people 
more involved in the Sub-Branch.

“More people are joining 
our Sub-Branch. They 
may have had a father, 
grandmother or other 
relative who served, and 
they see the important 
role the RSL plays in the 
community.”

LUKE KEILER

Nhill RSL Sub-Branch President, Luke Keiler.

Henry had suffered a stroke 2021, and Luke Keiler, who 
served with the Royal Australian Engineers for 11 years, 
told Henry to yell out if he needed any help.

“I yelled out alright,” Henry said. “I asked Luke if he would 
be interested in being president of our Sub-Branch, and 
he said it would be an honour.”

For Luke the decision was easy: “I’m the only veteran 
from recent times in our community, so through my 
involvement with the RSL, children can learn there are 
still people serving in the armed forces.” 

Despite a perceived decline in the size of regional RSL 
Victoria’s Sub-Branches, many in the Wimmera region have 
managed to retain, and even grow their membership. 

Write to us!

Love your local RSL Sub-Branch? Write to us and 
tell us all about it! Email mufti@rslvic.com.au

Photo of the Nhill main street by Lynton Brown, 
Provided by Hindmarsh Shire Council.
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Coburg RSL Sub-Branch
The Coburg RSL Sub-Branch, situated in Sydney Road, 
is a popular live music venue. Before the pandemic, local 
bands playing acoustic, pop rock, country and western — 
and everything in-between — attracted up to 150 music-
lovers to the family-friendly venue.

“Music and dancing have taken the biggest hit during the 
coronavirus pandemic,” Coburg Sub-Branch President 
Michael Pianta said.

Since the onset of the coronavirus pandemic, thousands 
of Australians have fled cities for regional postcodes, 
resulting in big increases in property values for many sea  
and tree-changer hotspots including Mallacoota.

“Regional migration has meant skyrocketing property 
prices in Mallacoota, with houses now in excess 
$600,000,” Mark said.

“This has displaced many locals: there are no rental 
properties available; currently 44 locals are on the 
waiting list. So, they have no choice but to move away. 
Consequently, the population has declined.

“These changes have also affected our Sub-Branch, 
which now has just 20 members.” 

There was no Dawn Service when Mark moved to 
Mallacoota in 2002. 

“We now have one of the best in Gippsland — pre-
COVID-19 our Dawn Service at beautiful Captain 
Stevenson’s Point attracted more and more people each 
year.”

In 2020, Mark livestreamed the ANZAC Day service on 
Facebook, and last year on a local radio station. 

“This year I’m worried because I’m booked in for a knee 
replacement, so the ANZAC Day service may not happen,” 
he said.

He intends to advertise within the local community for 
help so an important event can take place in this small, 
lovely town, which has been so ravaged over recent years.

Mallacoota RSL Sub-Branch 
On New Year’s Eve 2020, 4,000 people huddled under 
blood-red skies on the foreshore at Mallacoota, as 
apocalyptic images of the town, surrounded by raging 
bushfires and choked with dense smoke, were broadcast 
around the world.

Large sections of the town were lost during the fires, 
with 126 homes destroyed and many more damaged.

“RSL Sub-Branches across Victoria helped out during the 
bushfires; we were contacted with so many offers of help,” 
said Mallacoota RSL Sub-Branch President Mark Tregellas.

“This great support through the RSL network enabled 
us to provide desperately needed essentials such as 
firewood, fuel and groceries.”

Later that month, on 25 January, the first case of 
COVID-19 was recorded in Victoria.

A combination of bushfires and coronavirus has left 
Mallacoota RSL Sub-Branch “hanging on by a thread,” 
said Mark, who served four years in the First Commando 
Regiment, Second Company, in the 1980s.

“There has been a 
quintessential change in 
Mallacoota as a result of 
both calamities, including 
a decline in population.”

MARK TREGELLAS

Top Mark Tregellas conducting a Dawn Service at 
Captain Stevenson’s Point Mallacoota.

Bottom A Royal Australian Navy LCM-8 and a LARC 
from HMAS Choules land on the beach to deliver 
supplies and equipment at Mallacoota, Victoria. 
Image courtesy of the Defence Force image library.
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“Many RSL volunteers 
have helped out during 
the pandemic, staying 
in touch with members, 
teaching older people to 
use mobile phones for QR 
codes, and how to connect 
with Zoom meetings, 
online dance classes and 
yoga, and so on.”

MICHAEL PIANTA

“We have a fairly large venue, and during the pandemic 
also offered outdoor spaces to the community for 
funerals, wakes and outdoor meetings.”

Live music was cancelled for 18 months. But music once 
again fills the Coburg RSL Sub-Branch each weekend, 
and the venue is now booked by local musicians until at 
least June.

“Coburg RSL is vibrant and energised, and membership  
is growing,” Michael said.

“There have been changes in the needs of veterans and 
the community in the 104 years since the Coburg Sub-
Branch was founded, but our purpose stays true. We are 
here to support veterans and the community, and that 
legacy carries on.”

Michael joined the Army in 2001, served in East Timor 
and Afghanistan, and was medically discharged in 2017. 
Now a solicitor, Michael joined the RSL soon after he left 
the Army, and has been President for the past five years.

A younger veteran, Michael, 40, brings a contemporary 
approach to his work at Coburg RSL Sub-Branch, which 
was first formed in 1918 and is Melbourne’s oldest 
continually operating Sub-Branch.

Throughout almost two years of COVID-19 lockdowns 
and restrictions, the committee was busy in their 
community, he said.

“We continually monitored the COVID-19 situation,  
and kept up to date with rules and requirements as  
they changed.

“Since the start of the pandemic we’ve become more 
flexible, so that when COVID-19 restrictions and 
lockdowns changed we were able to act quickly, and 
adapt to different welfare methods such as online food 
parcels that included delivery, as well as games, puzzles 
and books delivered to members during lockdowns.”

“There was plenty of inter Sub-Branch support and  
using the RSL network for the likes of phone trees,” 
added Michael.

Top Members of the Coburg RSL Sub-Branch, 
including Michael Pianta (third from the left), 
enjoying a drink together.

Bottom Local musicians The Jammers playing 
at the Coburg RSL Sub-Branch. 

Read more stories from the RSL Victoria network 
at rslvic.com.au 

From Melbourne to The 
Regions, Hear How Our Sub-
Branches are Getting Back 
Into The Swing of Things

RSL Sub-Branches Hit Hard 
by Omicron

http://rslvic.com.au
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Eighty years after the Battle of Kokoda David Howell helped veteran 
George Cops return to the track.

Returning to the Kokoda Track two years after COVID-19 
closed international borders was always going to be 
an emotional pilgrimage for David Howell, but when he 
packed his rucksack for Port Moresby in March, he was 
also carrying very precious cargo. 

The former Army Reservist who takes Australians to 
Kokoda to share the stories of our soldiers and honour 
their efforts during WWII, was looking forward to 
reconnecting with the Papua New Guinea locals he has 
called friends since he began Kokoda historical tours in 
2005; but first he had a special task to carry out.

After Kokoda veteran George Cops passed away in 2019, 
his family asked David if he would fulfil George’s wish to 
have his ashes scattered over the graves of his lost mates. 

“Mick and I stood in 
the cool early morning 
mist, the hairs on the 
back of our neck stood to 
attention, we said a few 
words, recited the Ode 
and sprinkled George’s 
ashes near to the spot 
where George had buried 
his own cousin during the 
war, almost 80 years ago. 
We both left with a sense 
that we had honoured 
George’s service and that 
of his comrades.”

DAVID HOWELL

No one could have predicted it would be two long years 
before David and his colleague Mick O’Malley, a friend to 
George Cops, were able to honour the family’s request.

The little hamlet of Templeton’s Crossing has been 
uninhabited for a while, the village huts are dilapidated, 
and the once manicured grass clearings have been 
reclaimed by the jungle. 

George Cops during WWII.
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“Although there are only a few veterans left, there are 
so many families who are shaped by these events. You 
can reach out and touch the history. The lives of young 
Australians today have been shaped by this and we have 
a duty to remember and acknowledge those who so 
selflessly gave themselves for us.”

“Kokoda provides a lasting 
legacy of Australian 
service and sacrifice, and 
this is not something that 
happened hundreds of 
years ago, this is recent 
Australian history.” 

DAVID HOWELL

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the Battle of 
Kokoda, regarded as some of the most desperate and 
vicious fighting encountered by Australians in WWII. So, 
it’s fitting that those wishing to honour the herculean 
efforts of our soldiers may soon be able to return to the 
sacred track.

The Kokoda Track holds a special place in the hearts 
of Australians and like Gallipoli, it has become a place 
where younger Australians can connect with and honour 
the generations whose courage and selfless bravery 
shaped the nation across two World Wars.

Prior to the pandemic 5,000 Australians took up the 
challenge of walking the Kokoda Track each year and 
in 2004 David Howell was one of them. The experience 
changed his life.

When he returned to his home in Wollongong the local 
paper ran a story about his efforts, prompting Kokoda 
veteran Phil Dobbs, President of the local Corrimal RSL 
Sub-Branch to reach out. David struck up friendships 
with Phil and a cohort of veterans who’d founded 
the Friends of Kokoda at the Kokoda Track Memorial 
Walkway at Concord Repatriation Hospital which 
specialised in veterans’ health. 

Top George’s ashes.

Bottom David Howell and Mike O’Malley scatter 
George’s ashes at Templeton’s Crossing. 

“They were wonderful men who shared with me stories 
of Kokoda and their service. My grandfather who fought 
in the Second World War had been a father figure to me, 
but he’d passed away and I think these men reminded 
me so much of him and I really connected with them and 
that generation,” David said. 

A year after his first visit to Papua New Guinea, David 
was invited to return to Kokoda with a group of veterans 
and he accompanied them by helicopter to the Kokoda 
memorial at Isurava, high in the Owen Stanley Range. 
The experience inspired the then 26-year-old to join 
the Army Reserve where he was deployed as a Peace 
Keeper to the Solomon Islands. However, something 
about the spirit of Kokoda had captured his heart and as 
his interest in the stories and history of Kokoda grew, he 
wanted to share the experience with others and actively 
help keep the memory of the Australians who fought 
there alive. He has since walked the Kokoda Track more 
than 70 times. 

One of the highlights was in 2007 when David was asked 
to host the Kokoda Dreaming trip, taking 15 Indigenous 
Australian students and 15 New South Wales Police 
Officers across the Kokoda Track. They were the first 
Indigenous Australian group to walk the track and 
the experience was filmed for an ABC documentary, 
highlighting Indigenous service. It cemented his belief 
in the importance of Kokoda to our national history and 
awareness of the Kokoda story for future generations.
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Young George Cops was just 20 years old when he was 
sent off to Kokoda. 

The grocer from Beeac signed up to defend his country 
in May 1939 and by 1941 he’d joined young men from all 
over Victoria in the 39th Battalion, a ‘scratch’ unit that 
was originally created to perform home duties.

On Boxing Day 1941 the battalion was deployed to 
Port Moresby to perform garrison duties. They had 
little military training and were armed with ramshackle 
weapons left over from WWI.

Their role was intended to be passive but in June 1942 
they were ordered to proceed up the Kokoda Track to 
block the Japanese advance.

Little could George or his mates imagine what would 
await them in the jungle or the role they would play in the 
conflict described as ‘The battle that saved Australia.’

“Walking up the track was very tough as were carrying 
a very heavy 50-pound load with ammunition and food. 
It took us six or seven days to get to the Kokoda area,” 
George recalled in an interview he gave to his local 
newspaper in Ocean Grove to mark the 70th anniversary 
of Kokoda. 

“We were wearing T-shirts and shorts and not much else, 
and carrying battle equipment. We had nothing in the 
way of tents, we slept where we could on the root of a 
tree with one eye awake looking out for the Japanese.”

Conditions throughout the campaign against the 
Japanese were horrendous. While there are some flat 
areas along the track, the terrain is largely unforgiving 
with rising and falling peaks of the Owen Stanley Range. 
It is surrounded by dense jungle and the soldiers found 
the tropical conditions stifling; intense heat and humidity 
along with the torrential rainfall. As George recalled,  

“It rained every afternoon”. 

Very quickly, tropical diseases such as malaria, dengue 
fever, scrub typhus, tropical ulcers and dysentery took 
their toll on the soldiers. Some 625 Australians from 
a number of battalions were killed during the Kokoda 
campaign and more than 1,000 were injured while 4,000 
suffered illness.

Sergeant George Cops credited a spirit of camaraderie 
and the help of the local villagers, affectionately 
nicknamed the Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels, for saving them. 
The Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels worked tirelessly to aid the 
Australians by bringing food and supplies and caring for 
our sick and injured.

“The Japanese were excellent soldiers, you never 
saw them,” George said. “They were the masters of 
camouflage and would crawl up on their bellies. They 
thought nothing of dying for their Emperor.”

Top Papua New Guinea. November 1942. New 
Guinea natives armed with knives. These people 
were the ‘Fuzzy Wuzzy’ angels who acted as bearers 
for the Australian and other Allied troops, carrying 
supplies and wounded on the Kokoda Track during 
the fighting against the Japanese. Image courtesy of 
the AWM.

Bottom Some members of D Company 39th 
Battalion returning to their base camp after a battle 
at Isurava. Image courtesy of the AWM.

Dave and George.
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“There is still so much to 
learn. I learn something 
new about myself, the 
history, and the world 
every time I walk the 
Kokoda Track. It is a 
profound experience. It is 
hard, it is uncomfortable, 
but it’s about remembering, 
and that’s the very least we 
can do for this generation 
and the next.”

DAVID HOWELL

It is that very spirit which David Howell and other 
authorised Kokoda operators hope to recapture once 
again when tours recommence this year, emphasising how 
important it is to teach the next generations this history.

“These young men who lost their lives fighting weren’t 
fighting an old war, they were fighting for the new world 
and the people of Australia, not just in defence of country 
and land but in defence of freedom and the way of life 
we have. Fate and a letter in the post sent them off 
to war, and we should never be complacent because 
something like this could happen again at any time, look 
at the world situation today,” David said.

In his ‘spare’ time, David is the incumbent Secretary of 
the East Malvern RSL Sub-Branch and the co-opted 
Secretary of the Mornington RSL Sub-Branch. He is 
passionate about encouraging veterans, especially 
younger veterans, of recent conflicts to become involved 
in their local RSL. 

The Isurava Memorial.

The East Malvern RSL Sub-Branch has been undergoing 
a million-dollar renovation due to open soon, which will 
feature some of David’s vast collection of memorabilia 
and in August they will host a luncheon for the 2/14th 
Battalion association and the 39th Battalion association 
commemorating the 80th anniversary of Kokoda.

“Mateship is what carried 
the Australians through 
because you can’t let your 
mate down.”

GEORGE COPS 

“Courage, endurance, mateship and sacrifice describes 
the whole attitude of the Australian fighting man,” 
George said.
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Preparing for, obtaining and maintaining employment can be challenging, 
and for the veteran community it may come with extra hurdles. However, 
a new, holistic approach to the journey is being offered through RSL 
Victoria’s Veterans’ Employment Program (VEP).

Hating your job with a passion is hardly conducive to a 
happy life, as former Australian Defence Force member 
Russell* knows only too well. When he reached out to 
RSL Victoria to ask if he could access career coaching,  
it started to turn his life around.

Now, with RSL Victoria’s new-look VEP, Russell is 
currently working on finding his new direction.

As part of the continuous improvement of programs and 
services, RSL Victoria’s VEP underwent some changes 
in late 2021. The VEP changed to a model focused on 
wellbeing, which is consistent with its approach in 
helping its clients access the best possible services to 
ensure they receive the best possible outcomes.

The program has also evolved to meet the broader needs 
of multi-generational ex-service personnel, their partners 
or immediate family.

RSL Victoria’s Health and Wellbeing Manager Wendy 
Bateman oversees the Victorian VEP. She said the 
program is about looking at a person’s needs as a whole, 
which is so much more than just getting someone a job.

The VEP considers what other supports, besides 
employment, may be needed for the client.

“What’s their income? Do they need support while they 
go through the program? Are they qualified or do we 
need to get them the appropriate training? Have they got 
secure housing? Have they got a secure social network? 
What’s their health like?” Wendy said.

As part of the VEP, RSL Victoria’s Case Navigators work 
with clients to link them to the necessary supports and 
services they require, whether it be for compensation 
claims, welfare or socialisation.

Clients might also be linked to the program’s new partner, 
Right Management, an organisation with over 40 years’ 
experience in career transitioning, career coaching  
and mentoring.

RSL Victoria’s Health and Wellbeing Manager 
Wendy Bateman. 
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Louise Morrison is a Career Consultant with Right 
Management. She said it’s a rewarding job that can 
see her guide a client from a journey of self-discovery, 
through to being employed.

“It’s really important that what we do is not make people 
dependent on us or our service. That we can teach them, 
train them, empower them, equip them so they can go on 
and be self-sufficient in their lives,” she explained.

Wendy Bateman believes it’s about giving clients the 
opportunity to gain life skills that will see them through 
many varied situations they may come across, from the 
basics of writing a CV, interview coaching and the ability 
to apply for jobs.

The program also caters to those who may be looking for 
a career change, or even wanting to upskill or undergo 
professional development.

Louise Morrison said it’s a privilege to help clients work 
around their challenges.

“A lot of my military veterans will say, ‘But I don’t have that 
qualification’, to which I say, ‘That’s fine, we can organise 
for you to get the licence or diploma or Cert IV.’”

*Name has been changed to maintain anonymity.

While the Australian Defence Force invests in its 
personnel to provide them with a broad range of skills 
and experience, Louise said it’s not uncommon for 
veterans to underestimate their capabilities.

Having worked with a range of people with varying ranks 
and postings from across the Navy, Army and Air Force, 
Louise said it’s about coaching clients to value their 
military experience and work towards translating their 
skill-set into other fields of work.

“If you can show that degree of situational awareness, 
decision making and problem solving in a hazardous 
environment, and you can translate that into, for example, 
working in a small business in your local town, then 
you’re going to be great at it!”

Louise also said it’s also pleasing to be able to assist 
veterans’ immediate family members’ needs, too.

“Employing veterans is 
a win-win. It’s good for 
businesses and it’s good 
for the veterans.” 

ANDREW GEE

“They have phenomenal 
skills from an absolutely 
unique environment.”

LOUISE MORRISON 

“You might be a spouse who has just landed in a new 
community and you’re finding your feet, you’re settling 
the kids, you’re trying to pick up a new career that fits 
around your military spouse.”

Wendy Bateman said while employers and workplaces 
have come a long way in their perception of veterans 
and their families, RSL Victoria’s VEP aims to continue 
breaking down barriers. She said lot of organisations are 
now realising what veterans can bring to a job.

Suzie Michaelis is the National Program Manager of the 
VEP. She said RSL Victoria’s VEP is one of the strongest 
there is.

“Exceptional process, the synergies between all 
the complimentary supports and the employment 
support are excellent and the engagement with Right 
Management for individuals who need it is well managed. 
The team is dedicated, knowledgeable, collaborative, 
passionate and proactive.”

RSL Victoria’s VEP has received grant funding from the 
Australian Government, as part of a multi-million dollar 
package invested into initiatives conducted by  
not-for-profit organisations that are helping veterans 
access employment.

Veterans’ Affairs Minister Hon. Andrew Gee MP.
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What is life like for members of the Royal Australian Navy, Australian Army, 
and Royal Australian Air Force today? Meet Jackson, Alisha and Ben, three 
young service people keen to tell their stories. 

FLYING through the air at speeds of up to 685 km/h to 
perform a jaw-dropping manoeuvre. Scaling a 30-metre 
tower to secure a crucial communication lifeline. Or, 
leading a team that’s charged with educating the next 
generation of sailors.

This small snapshot of three Australian Defence Force 
careers captures all the excitement one would expect 
from signing up for a life of service. But it’s more 
than just adrenaline that’s driving young Australians 
to become sailors, soldiers and Air Force personnel. 
Mufti spoke to members of the Australian Army, Royal 
Australian Air Force and the Navy to gain an insight into 
the life of modern service men and women.

Meet Jackson 
“In the grand scheme of things, I’m a bit like the Telstra 
guy,” Corporal Jackson Hill jokes when describing 
his job to a civilian. He crafts his words carefully and 
not just because of the highly technical nature of his 
work, but due to the sensitivities it entails. CPL Hill is a 
Telecommunication Network Engineer — a modern day 
signaller in the Australian Army.

Few can forget the stories of signallers in WWI putting 
their life at risk to lay down lines for telephones in fields 
in France, or images of soldiers sitting in dugouts with 
clunky, but crucial, equipment. It’s hard to believe that 
messenger pigeons, Morse code, telegrams and dispatch 
riders on bikes were once the fastest and safest way to 
share sensitive or time-critical information.

Signallers continue to play an important role in 
battle. After all, tracking your troops, knowing where 
your enemy is and communicating with allies are 
fundamental to effective warfare. The rise of instant and 
secure communication revolutionised modern warfare 
from a tactical perspective, but it also helps troops 
communicate with loved ones. There are stories like 
the Australian soldier in Afghanistan being by his wife’s 
side — virtually — via Skype, while she gave birth to their 
baby in a Townsville hospital. While occasions like these 
make newspaper headlines, few column centimetres 
are devoted to the modern signaller’s mainstay: keeping 
the Army connected. This can involve using: radio, fibre 
optics, microwave, information systems and satellite links.

Corporal Jackson Hill.



Meet Alisha 
You could be forgiven for thinking that a Defence Force 
career was predestined for Commander Alisha Withers, 
a self-confessed ‘Navy brat’.

“My parents were in the Navy, however, I always resisted 
the thought of it,” CMDR Withers said. “When I was 
around 16 that I began to think about what I wanted to 
do with my life.”

A challenge? Travel the world? Work with great people?  
It turns out the Navy ticked all her boxes.

CMDR Withers has travelled extensively and worked as 
a: Maritime Warfare Officer, Fighter Controller, Principal 
Warfare Officer and Air Warfare Specialist. A highlight 
was commanding a patrol boat in Darwin. 

“I was young and I had just been promoted to Lieutenant 
Commander and suddenly I was in command of my own 
vessel, I felt really unsure of myself – the classic imposter 
syndrome.” 

Commander Alisha Withers.

In addition to kicking goals in his trade, CPL Hill 
plays soccer, AFL and golf. His affection for Army 
life is so infectious that it’s now a family affair. Five 
years after he enlisted, his brother, Isaac, followed 
in his footsteps.

“We build and maintain the backbone infrastructure 
for data and voice communication during battle,” 
CPL Hill explains.

To succeed as a signaller, you need technical skill 
and street smarts, which is what attracted CPL Hill 
to the trade when he was 17.

“It seemed like a good way to keep me on the straight 
and narrow,” he said.

Within six months of joining the Army, the proud 
Indigenous man from the Kamilaroi mob in Brisbane 
was undertaking military training in Kapooka, NSW. 
Once he mastered his trade during training, he 
travelled to the Middle East as part of the Theatre 
Communications Group. When communications 
equipment and infrastructure was required, the team 
would fly in.

“We ran physical cables, installed ports on walls and 
connected computers, which can include climbing 
towers to inspect or maintain satellite dishes and 
antennas.”

CPL Hill is currently an instructor at Defence Force 
School of Signals in Melbourne.

Lifelong learning is essential to keeping up with 
technological advances in military equipment.

“Science underpins everything we do, which is why 
we spend 18 months studying.”

He said there was one important aspect of being the 
Army that hadn’t changed. 

“The camaraderie is 
huge, especially within 
our trade world: we 
are a ‘band of brothers’ 
working together to get 
the job done.”

JACKSON HILL 

“There was an incident and 
I had to react quickly. To 
my surprise, I had this 
moment of reckoning and 
I realised that I knew what 
I was doing, my training 
had prepared me.”

ALISHA WITHERS
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Like many modern sailors, she has amassed two 
degrees — a Bachelor of Science and a Master of Military 
and Defence Studies. In December 2021, CMDR Withers 
became the Commanding Officer at the RAN Recruit 
School at HMAS Cerberus in Victoria.

“It’s my role to lead the staff who turn more than 1,700 
civilians into sailors every year,” she said. “I get to see 
the look of pride on their faces after they complete the 
intense course, it’s incredible. ” 

In her view, some of the biggest differences in the Navy 
today relate to training.

“The deep history of recruitment and training remains the 
same, we focus on basic military skills, such as: drills and 
marching, physical, weapons and seamanship training.”

“The vast majority of our recruits are young and they are 
tech savvy. Their speed of relevance is very different 
to 30 years ago and we want our training systems to 
capitalise on their strengths.”

Junior recruits, where 15-16 year olds enlisted, no longer 
exist, and there is a minimum standard of education.

“In addition to recruits straight out of high school we also 
attract university educated adults and career changers, 
who are keen to shake things up after decades in a 
different profession,” she said. 

Navy training is shorter and, in a first, there has been  
a shift towards blending face-to-face learning with  
online courses.

“We want sailors who live by the Defence values and 
maintain the standards, discipline and military skills, but 
who can also think independently,” CMDR Withers said.

“But at the same time, our 
strategic environment is 
changing rapidly and so 
the training system has 
to evolve to provide our 
fleet with the right people, 
at the right time with the 
right qualifications.”

ALISHA WITHERS

“I remember my 
BFTS instructor said 
something to me like: 

‘You’ve been driving a 
Datsun 180 and you’re 
about to step into a 
Ferrari.’”

BEN PRICE 

Meet Ben 
Flight Lieutenant Ben Price was an electrician 
running his own business when he decided to 
pursue his dream job.

“I’d always wanted to be a pilot, but didn’t think I had 
the right marks or subjects.”

He threw caution to the wind and applied to the 
RAAF. To his delight, he had an aptitude for high 
altitude. He worked hard through officer training, 
basic flight training school (BFTS), a course flying a 
CT 4 (a small piston engine propeller aircraft) before 
learning to fly a PC-9/A (a turbo propeller aircraft).
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Pilots are known for their cool, calm demeanour. 
FLTLT Price said it all comes back to the 
fundamental principles of flying: aviate – navigate – 
communicate – administrate. Unlike regular pilots, 
their work is highly variable — missions include 
covert surveillance, combat or transporting troops 
and supplies.

When military aviation first came of age in WWI, 
aircrafts were mostly used for reconnaissance 
missions. In WWII, air and ground crews fought and 
almost 10,000 Air Force lives were lost between 1939 
and 1945. Since then, around 60 Air Force personnel 
died in conflict or in accidents during operations. 
Currently, RAAF plays a major role in peacekeeping 
and humanitarian missions and contributes to 
coalition operations. 



A LIFE OF SERVICE  /  41

“My career has had me waking up in Waikiki, Diego 
Garcia and Guam, other times I have been flying low 
level formation over Ningaloo Reef. It’s a challenging 
career, but incredibly fun,” FLTLT Price said.

Flight Lieutenant Ben Price.

Want to learn more about 
careers in the modern ADF?  
Visit defencejobs.gov.au 

“When I was an electrician 
I used to spend Sunday 
dreading going to work on 
Monday. As a pilot, every 
day is different.”

BEN PRICE 

For FLTLT Price, his first operational posting was in a 
KC-30A, which conducts air-to-air refuelling of fighter 
jets and various heavy aircraft. 

“I did a deployment in the Middle East where we were 
flying over Iraq and Syria. I’ve also been on multiple 
flights around the world.”

Recently, FLTLT Price’s career took a very different 
turn. He was given the chance to join the elite aerobatic 
display team, the Roulettes, who showcase Air Force 
pilots’ incredible flying skills. The Roulettes, based at 
the Central Flying School (CFS) at RAAF Base East Sale, 
use the most advanced training aircraft in the world, the 
Pilatus PC-21. Since they formed 50 years ago, major 
technological advances in the aviation industry have 
resulted in three aircraft changes.

As the seventh member of the Roulettes, FLTLT Price 
takes care of administration and media engagement, 
while he clocks up miles in the air and earns his stripes 
flying the PC-21 across Australia.

http://defencejobs.gov.au 
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VISIT THE SOUTHERN  
FLINDERS RANGES

Author  
Sandy Guy 

Photos  
Sandy Guy and 
tourism South 
Australia

A place of timeless Outback panoramas, South Australia’s Southern 
Flinders Ranges is rich with Aboriginal heritage, towns oozing with history, 
old railways, WWII history, and a landscape studded with the crumbling 
dreams of early European settlers.

Terowie hit worldwide headlines on 20 March 1942, when 
US General Douglas MacArthur, Supreme Commander 
of the Allied Forces in the Southwest Pacific, arrived at 
the town’s railway station.

Travelling by train from Alice Springs to Melbourne via 
Adelaide after his contentious retreat from the Philippines, 
MacArthur made a speech that was to become one of the 
most famous of the Second World War.

“I came out of Bataan and I shall return,” MacArthur said 
while changing trains in Terowie.

Today, driving into Terowie is like driving onto a film 
set — so much so you almost expect to see horse-drawn 
carriages lumbering along the main street. 

More or less a ghost town, Terowie, 230 km north of 
Adelaide, was established in 1874. 

Six years later the railway arrived from Adelaide, and soon 
led on to Peterborough, Quorn and Broken Hill in NSW.

By the late 1800s the township buzzed with around 2,000 
people; railway yards extended for 3 km; two hotels 
thronged with thirsty drinkers; teetotallers gathered at 
the Coffee Palace; and it was not uncommon for 60 bullock 
and horse teams to pass through town in one day. 

Terowie’s population swelled further during WWII when 
a military camp was established; temporary digs for 
thousands of Australian and American troops heading 
north to Darwin and Papua New Guinea.

Known as The Hub of the North during its halcyon days, 
today quiet Terowie, population around 130, is one of few 
towns in South Australia designated as an Historic Town 
for its almost untouched 19th century buildings.

The ancient mountain ranges, rugged gorges, saltbush 
plains and heritage towns of the Flinders Ranges have 
long made South Australia’s Outback a favourite with 
filmmakers.

Movies such as Gallipoli, Rabbit-Proof Fence, The Shiralee, 
Breaker Morant and The Lighthorsemen have highlighted 
the region’s timeless beauty to a worldwide audience. 

Quorn Station.



More recently, scenes from the BBC mystery thriller The 
Tourist, starring Jamie Dornan, were filmed in Terowie — as 
well as Port Augusta, Quorn and Peterborough — and the 
town’s empty streets came to life for the first time in years.

Getting off the beaten track amid the Southern Flinders 
Ranges is an opportunity to discover some of Australia’s 
most diverse, spectacular and eerie landscapes.

This region was supposed to become the pastoral utopia 
of the north, where land-hungry settlers would grow wheat 
on lush farms serviced by flourishing towns like Terowie.

Ruins of the Dawson Hotel, South Australia. 

Settlers flocked here from the 1870s despite warnings 
from SA Surveyor-General George Goyder who, 
following a devastating 1860s drought, advised the 
government to discourage farmers from planting crops 
north of a line delineating 30cm annual rainfall. This 
became known as Goyder’s Line.

But Goyder was later proven correct — settlement in 
this area was pretty much a disaster, and many towns 
reached a point of no return.

What’s left is a landscape littered with ghost towns and 
tumbledown ruins in a region that is fascinating to explore.

Today specks on the map such as Bruce, Morchard, Farina, 
Cradock, Hammond, Kanyaka, Johnburgh, Nackara, Black 
Rock, Eurelia, Wilson and Dawson are ghost towns that lie 
amid the epic landscapes of the ranges.
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From Orroroo it’s a 48 km drive to Hammond, another 
ghost town, via Morchard. 

The township of Morchard was laid out in 1877, with land 
set aside for suburbs, parklands, a school reserve, and 
half-acre town blocks. It failed, like so many others, and 
today all that’s left of Morchard is an old hotel, a long-
closed general store and a church.

Hammond is another town that was supposed to 
become a thriving metropolis. 

Once home to 600 souls, it boasted a butcher, baker, 
post office, bank, school, hall, railway station, three 
churches, and no less than three general stores. 

Today the wind whistles along dusty, empty streets, and 
a tumbleweed rolls across the road — just like the Wild 
West. 

Quorn, 40 km northwest of Hammond, fared better than 
many towns in the region. 

In January 1878 the first sod of the Great Northern 
Railway was turned and Quorn, which became another 
vital railway hub, was proclaimed in the same year.

Top Peterborough Steamtown Heritage Rail Centre. 
Bottom Pichi Richi Railway.

Dawson, 43 km north of Terowie, was established as 
part of an attempt to establish wheat farming north of 
Goyder’s Line.

The town was surveyed in 1881, the Dawson Hotel built 
in 1883, and three churches built soon afterwards. There 
were shops, a post office, school, Mechanic’s Institute, 
footy oval and racetrack.

But drought made life here impossible; by 1960 the town 
had sunk into oblivion. The hotel ruins still stand on this 
eerie plain, as do abandoned churches, a hall, and not 
much else.

In this part of the world there seem to be stone ruins 
over every hill, around every corner, so many you almost 
become immune to the haunting beauty of the abandoned 
towns and homesteads north of the Goyder Line.

Some towns survived, including Peterborough, 23 km 
northwest of Terowie and once another vitally important 
railway town. 

In 1880 railway lines linking Port Pirie and Adelaide 
were opened in Peterborough to much fanfare, followed 
by the line to Orroroo to the north, and on to NSW. But 
dithering governments couldn’t agree on a standardised 
railway gauge, so three gauges — broad, standard and 
narrow — led out of town.

Carriages of ore from Broken Hill to smelters at Port 
Pirie were the major contributors to rail traffic through 
Petersburg; in 1923 alone, 102 trains passed through 
Peterborough Station in one 24-hour period.

We learn this at Peterborough’s interesting Steamtown 
Heritage Rail Centre, once part of a vast railway operation, 
where you can tour original workshops, see the 27-metre-
long triple-gauge turntable, and some classic engines and 
carriages, many from the original Ghan. 

By the closing years of the 19th century Peterborough 
was a prosperous place, reflected in the string of historic 
hotels and stores along the main street and buildings 
including a grand Bishop’s Palace. 

From Peterborough, flat plains stretch away northwest 
on the 36km drive to Orroroo, passing more abandoned 
homesteads, broken windmills and skeletal chimneys; 
the decaying dreams of settlers who gave up the 
struggle against a harsh environment.

A quiet agricultural town, Orroroo, population about 600, 
is home to a giant river red gum, which is situated on 
the northern side of Pekina Creek. Estimated to be more 
than 500-years-old, this beauty has a girth of about  
10 metres.
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The railway line from Port Augusta to Quorn opened in 
1879 and from there it was extended north to Marree in 
1884, Oodnadatta in 1890, and Alice Springs in 1929. 

Quorn grew into a busy place, reflected in the rich 
array of colonial architecture you see today, with a 
majestic pub on every corner, railway station, flour mill, 
courthouse, and rows of shops with shady verandas.

During WWII Quorn was another key centre for troops 
who travelled by rail across Australia.

Quorn is home to the volunteer-run Pichi Richi Railway, 
regarded as one of Australia’s greatest heritage train 
journeys.

Visitors can ride in a restored timber carriage pulled 
by historic steam or diesel locomotives along the last 
operating section of the Ghan railway line, between 
Quorn and Port Augusta, 39 km southwest.

The Pitchi Ritchi, which runs from March to November, 
twists and turns around ochre-coloured embankments, 
climbs past landmarks such as Devil’s Peak, and crosses 
the Pichi Richi Pass as it chugs along on half or one-day 
journeys. So popular is this much-loved train it’s wise to 
book in advance before you travel to Quorn.

Station stays

For an authentic Outback experience, the 
Flinders Ranges region has more than 25 
station stays. They include Catninga Station,  
26 km east of Port Augusta.

Catninga is nestled at the base of Mount Brown 
and surrounded by the breathtaking backdrop 
of the Flinders Ranges. 

Station owners Heather Summerton and Brian 
Daniel are lifetime locals, and make visitors 
welcome at this picturesque spot. 

Catninga has unpowered campsites tucked 
along redgum-lined creek beds (from $10 per 
night per adult); powered caravan sites from 
$30 per night; and an early 1960s train carriage 
transformed into a comfortable B&B (from $160 
per night).

For more information visit www.catninga.com, 
www.stationstayssa.com.au

For more information on visiting the Southern 
Flinders Ranges, go to  
flindersandoutback.com.au.

The Pichi Richi Railway track.
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Cryptic crossword

Extra clue:
Seven answers are items 
that were 23-acrossed 
during WWII.

Across

6 Masseur’s latex product? (6)
8 Warm fortified wine returned by me to US   
 state shortly (8)
9 Christmas greeting from Donald and Melania  
 is a winning tactic? (5,4)
10 Squad finished early for beverage (3)
11 Ah! Lipreader got confused by old message  
 sender (14)
12 Foremost staff usually get annual retention  
 sweetener (5)
14 Reportedly encounters animal products (5)
16 How netball goal shooter confuses? (6,3,1,4)
20 Lubricant for wheel with recycled lithium (3)
21 Political upheaval to dupe ACT fools (4,5)
22 Pay again to strap waistcoat (8)
23 COVID-19 test information working to  
 restrict supply (6)

Down
1 Goat’s dairy product? (6)
2 Secret entrance to port road, perhaps (4,4)
3 Staff covered up overdose of dog (6)
4 This state is winner over Central Asians (8)
5 Some rhetoric at ALP assembly for trees (8)
7 Tied up famous spy smuggling radioactive  
 element (5)
8 Melted weapon, said with a lisp (6)
12 Glass sailing ship (8)
13 Cask wine queue? Use the internet! (2,6)
14 Unkind doctors inject vitamin in snakes (8)
15 Nonsense about coach begin strong (6)
17 Regularly snitch on Barbie’s boyfriend in  
 disgust (6)
18 Group of Eight leaders in online chat type  
 emoji thumbs (5)
19 Fuel put in carpet rollers (6)

Crossword solutions can 
be found on page 48. 

CROSSWORD 
PUZZLES
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If you would like to suggest a theme for 
our next crossword puzzle, please email  
mufti@rslvic.com.au 

Quick crossword

Across
1 Computers
4 Hats
8 Nickname for Augustus
11 Rodent
12 Acclimatises
15 Attorney-General of Australia,  
 Michaelia ...
16 Conclude
17 Type of stew
18 Do as told
19 Highest-ranking Army officer
22 Feeling of boredom
23 To the ... degree
24 Crack (a puzzle)
28 Occupy the throne
29 Leg joints
30 Snake sound perhaps?
31 Nearly
37 Consumes
38 Grain-grinding factory

Down
1 Favours
2 Dogs
3 Third century Christian martyr  
 revered in France
4 High-ranking Catholic position;  
 songbird
5 Australian comedian and TV host,  
 .... Hills
6 Heathen
7 Rugby, tennis or cricket, e.g.
8 Gift of the ...
9 Wield
10 Bashful
13 Buttocks (North American colloq)
14 Compass direction
15 Highest field-grade officer in  
 the Army
20 Haul
21 Request
25 Meadow
26 Animal doc
27 Team that plays agains Haw,  
 Gee and WCE etc
32 Toilet (colloq)
33 Wet dirt
34 Something to extract metal from
35 Phone message
36 ‘... the season to be jolly’
38 Combat diver
39 State of being unable to walk
40 Edge
41 Poem
42 The stuff we breathe
44 Give the green light
45 Dog in need of delousing (colloq)
46 Informing
48 Hot beverage
50 Wood chopping implement
52 .... weevil
53 Killer whales
54 Ancient Greek market
57 Vaccination (colloq)
58 Always
59 Very cold
60 Female deer
61 Historical period

40 Bellow
43 Seaport city in Ukraine
44 Nautical term meaning behind
47 Moron
49 Syrup-bearing tree
51 Combine
52 Feathery scarf
55 Kick out of school
56 Army rank above brigadier
59 Brainwave
62 Nook
63 Star Wars character, ... -Wan  
 Kenobi
64 Word that can follow pop and  
 precede chip
65 Loudly blows a trumpet
66 Delivery vehicle
67 Victorian town near the  
 Goulburn River
68 Disease outbreak of 2003–04
69 Breakfast favourite
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Crossword Solutions

B T P V C
R U B B E R T R O P I C A L

T O A H O C T
T R U M P C A R D T E A
E N D W L O L
R A D I O T E L E G R A P H

O D I A
S U G A R M E A T S
C O R E

T H R O W S F O R A L O O P
O N I B N C E
O I L C O U P D E T A T
N I K S E E R

R E I N V E S T R A T I O N
R E N S L

P C S C A P S G U S
R A T A D A P T S C A S H
E N D R A G O U T O B E Y
F I E L D M A R S H A L
E N N U I N T H S O L V E
R E I G N K N E E S
S S S A L M O S T E A T S

F L O U R M I L L
R O A R O D E S S A A F T
I D I O T M A P L E

M E R G E B O A E X P E L
M A J O R G E N E R A L

I D E A A L C O V E O B I
C O R N B L A R E S V A N
Y E A S A R S E G G

WRITE TO US

Send your feedback to  
mufti@rslvic.com.au or  
RSL Victoria at ANZAC House,  
4 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000. 

Write to us via email or mail. We’d 
love to hear from you! 

You can read more of our stories online!  
Visit rslvic.com.au
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NEW WEBSITE
NEW CONTENT
YOUR STORIES
There is more than one way to be part of the RSL in 
Victoria. Enjoy inspiring stories, hear the news as 
it happens and learn about events and activities of 
RSL Victoria on rslvic.com.au or via our Facebook, 
Instagram or LinkedIn social media communities.

Join the conversation on  
RSL Victoria’s new website.

Visit rslvic.com.au today

“The RSL community in Victoria has an incredible array of stories to 
tell. Our members, Sub-Branches, volunteers, staff and all those who 
have served, or are still serving, are of interest to our online audience. 
On our new website, readers can expect to find stories of service, 
sacrifice, community, personal heartache and resilience and of course 
that spirit of mateship which is synonymous with the RSL.”

Brad Swain  
Marketing and Communications Manager

Facebook

@rslvic

@ANZACAppeal

Instagram

LinkedIn

@rslvic

RSL Victoria 
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http://rslvic.com.au
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https://www.facebook.com/ANZACAppeal/
https://www.instagram.com/rslvic/
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Here are the names 
of our beloved 
Life and Service 
members who have 
passed since we 
last published Mufti 
in October 2021. 
Lest we forget.

VALÉ Moulton Keith Phillip Island RSL
Murden Thomas Waverley RSL
Myer Sidney Toorak RSL
Nelson David Bendigo District RSL
Nelson David Echuca RSL
Northrop Raymond East 
Malvern RSL
Nurse Lennis Frankston RSL
Oliver David Upwey – Belgrave 
RSL
Owens Keith Hastings RSL
Phillips Laurence Shepparton RSL
Rae Keith Rye RSL
Ramage Mark Sunbury RSL
Robertson Graeme Shepparton 
RSL
Robinson Graham Highett RSL
Rogers John Tongala RSL
Sandiford Bill Beechworth RSL
Sandlant Barry Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Scott Ray Clayton RSL
Simpson Donald Lakes 
Entrance RSL
Smith Kevin Bentleigh RSL
Spurway Robert Angeles City
Staindl Keith Nar Nar Goon RSL
Sutton Frederick West 
Heidelberg RSL
Talbot Pauline Healesville RSL
Telfer Aubrey West Heidelberg 
RSL
Thompson Phillip Beechworth 
RSL
Thorp Leon Yarrawonga – 
Mulwala RSL
Thurlow John Shepparton RSL
Waterfall Kevin Epping RSL
Watts Roy Highett RSL
Wilson Wally Queenscliff – Point 
Lonsdale RSL
Yard Allan Melton RSL

Army

Abbott Alfred Ringwood RSL
Abell Hayward Essendon RSL
Adams Bob Bright RSL
Adams Rusty Ringwood RSL
Anderson Bill Morwell RSL
Andriske Laurence Mildura RSL
Armstrong Graeme Frankston 
RSL
Arnold Eunice Yarrawonga – 
Mulwala RSL
Atkins Leslie Darebin RSL
Atkinson Dorothy Returned 
Nurses RSL
Atwell Albert Camperdown RSL
Axton Robyn Darebin RSL
Baker Desmond Yarrawonga – 
Mulwala RSL
Ball John Melton RSL
Barbara Zino Keilor East RSL
Barry Richard Ocean Grove – 
Barwon Heads RSL
Barry Graham Rosebud RSL
Bayley Sue Bairnsdale RSL

Navy

Alco Brian West Heidelberg RSL
Alexander Joseph Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Andrew Robert Altona
Appleton Bob Geelong RSL
Arthur Bobbie Rye RSL
Bell John Keilor East RSL
Berthauer Bob Warragul RSL
Bierenbroodspot Winfried 
Waverley RSL
Booth Iain Angeles City
Booth Allan Mentone RSL
Brentnall Philip Box Hill RSL
Burridge Geoffrey Box Hill RSL
Buzza Raymond Frankston RSL
Carrol Chris Frankston RSL
Champion John Hampton RSL
Clarke Len Melton RSL
Craig Thomas Reservoir RSL
Curry William Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Dalrymple Ross Rosebud RSL
Dolan Arthur Ballarat RSL
Donovan Eunice Leongatha RSL
Dudley William Numurkah RSL
Edgar Fay Bentleigh RSL
Edgar David Harrow RSL
George David Pascoe Vale RSL
Gormley Kevin Croydon RSL
Gorway Kenneth Geelong RSL
Greaves Alan Warragul RSL
Griffin Gary Warrnambool RSL
Harman Dennis Headquarters
Hollingsworth James Altona
Howard Ian Headquarters
Howard Ron Seaford RSL
Hutchieson Robert Wangaratta RSL
Keenan John Frankston RSL
Kennedy Terence Mirboo North RSL
Kilby Frederick Noble Park RSL
Kilgour Alexander Mornington RSL
Kirkland Winifred Werribee RSL
Knowles Roger Blackburn RSL
Macartney John Bairnsdale RSL
Mattiske David Ringwood RSL
Mills Jim Portarlington – St. 
Leonards RSL

50  /  RSL MUFTI  /  VOL.62 NO.1

Beckwith Terence 
Greensborough RSL
Bennett William J Altona
Bishop Andrew Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Borg Nazzareno Greensborough 
RSL
Borrett Lionel Loch Sport RSL
Bradley Victor Buninyong RSL
Brennan Desmond Box Hill RSL
Brick Maurice Wangaratta RSL
Brocklebank William Leongatha 
RSL
Brooks Dulcie Colac RSL
Brown Paul Trafalgar – Thorpdale 
RSL
Bryant Keith Mildura RSL
Campbell John Mentone RSL
Capper Dennis Rosebud RSL
Carbery Reginald Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Carr Leonard Glenroy RSL
Caughey Kerry Noble Park RSL
Clarke Joe Shepparton RSL
Clay Richard Loch Sport RSL
Clayton George Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Cobbledick John Shepparton 
RSL
Comitti Robert Horsham RSL
Congdon David Frankston RSL
Corbett Graeme Ararat RSL
Cornish Shirley Bentleigh RSL
Coull John Bentleigh RSL
Cox Robert Bentleigh RSL
Crawford William Pascoe Vale 
RSL
Creighton Rob Morwell RSL
Crooks Thomas Altona
Crozier Alfred Mildura RSL
Cumbo Nazzareno Headquarters
Cunnington Donald Beechworth 
RSL
Curley John Phillip Island RSL
D’agostino Domenic Epping RSL
Daniels Anthony Bairnsdale RSL
Davison Robert Phillip Island RSL
Dawson John Kyneton RSL
De Fredrick Charles Langkoop – 
Apsley RSL
De Lacy Kenneth Lakes Entrance 
RSL
Dean Reginald Geelong RSL
Dewey Edward Healesville RSL
Dimmack Max Montmorency – 
Eltham RSL
Dingey Robert Bairnsdale RSL
Divola Kevin Reservoir RSL
Dixon Norman Bentleigh RSL – 
Cheltenham
Dodd Margaret Bendigo District 
RSL
Donnelly Roger Stafford Darebin 
RSL
Donohue John Darebin RSL
Driscoll Cecil Mildura RSL
Driver Leslie Sale RSL
Duke Dusty Ringwood RSL
Dunbabin Noelene 
Greensborough RSL

Dunlop Thomas Reservoir RSL
Dyer John Morwell RSL
Edelsten Graeme West 
Heidelberg RSL
Elliot Peter Bendigo District RSL
Ellwood Alfred Montmorency – 
Eltham RSL
Eustace Richard Frankston RSL
Farrow Alexander Shepparton 
RSL
Fenton Mark Fawkner RSL
Ferrari Barry John Phillip Island 
RSL
Flynn Desmond Frankston RSL
Foa Piers Wangaratta RSL
Frost Leonard Headquarters
Geddes Joe Morwell RSL
Gilbert Brian Morwell RSL
Ginnane James Bacchus Marsh 
RSL
Gladysz Robert Newport RSL
Gleeson John Highett RSL
Godfrey Peter Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Grimmett Laurie Altona
Hall Ronald Bentleigh RSL
Hall Noel Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Hamley Colin North Balwyn RSL
Harper Jim Loch Sport RSL
Harricks Sidney Rosebud RSL
Heerey Peter Headquarters
Henshaw Victor Warrnambool 
RSL
Hepburn Glen Ballarat RSL
Hicks Edwin Wilfred Keilor East 
RSL
Hislop Brian Clunes RSL
Hoad Keith George Watsonia 
RSL
Holloway Norman Leongatha 
RSL
Hope George Mentone RSL
Horsburgh Allan Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Houston William Moe RSL
Huntsman Keith Blackburn RSL
Ingram Barry Clayton RSL
Inkster George Greensborough 
RSL
Jolliffe Maxwell Bendigo District 
RSL
Jones Kevin Traralgon RSL
Justice Warwick Greensborough 
RSL
Kearney Kenneth Warrnambool 
RSL
Kelly John Templestowe RSL
Kelly Jean Waverley RSL
Kennedy Garry Angeles City
Kerr Bruce Altona
Kerr James Bentleigh RSL – 
Cheltenham
Kilic Mehmet Bayswater RSL
Knowles Lou Morwell RSL
Laurie Ian Bairnsdale RSL
Laver John Robert Phillip Island 
RSL
Le Bherz Graham Angeles City
Lear Maxwell Rye RSL
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Ledwidge Stanley Echuca RSL
Leigh Kevin Fawkner RSL
Leslie David Traralgon RSL
Leworthy Dennis Geelong RSL
Leworthy John Harold Francis 
Phillip Island RSL
Lindsay Richard Shepparton RSL
Lowerson Raymond Mildura RSL
Macdermid John Fawkner RSL
Machin James Rosebud RSL
Mahle Charles Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Matheson Donald Box Hill RSL
Mato Joe Sunshine RSL
Mawdsley Kevin Rosebud RSL
McClelland Laing Echuca RSL
McCourt Barry Headquarters
McIlraith Iona Returned and 
Servicewomen RSL
McKenzie Helen Shepparton RSL
McLaverty Robert Wonthaggi 
RSL
McMahon Edward Highett RSL
McNeil Peter Shepparton RSL
Miller William Rye RSL
Mills Keith Greensborough RSL
More Margaret Returned and 
Servicewomen RSL
Morrice Stephen Bendigo District 
RSL
Morris Allan Box Hill RSL
Morrison Norman Bentleigh RSL  
–  Cheltenham
Moulson Bruce Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Mulvaney Kevin Seymour RSL
Newman Philip Frankston RSL
Nieuwenhout Anton Yarrawonga 
– Mulwala RSL
Nolan Allan Box Hill RSL
North Alfred Ararat RSL
Nugent John Wangaratta RSL
Nunn John Horsham RSL
Nuthall Beverley Dromana – Red 
Hill RSL
O’Connell John Lilydale RSL
O’Donnell David Koo Wee Rup 
RSL
Oldham John Leongatha RSL
Olver Barry Bentleigh RSL
Orton Brian Montmorency – 
Eltham RSL
Outhred Noel Box Hill RSL
Outram Morris East Malvern RSL
Palmer William Rosebud RSL
Parsonage Geoff Highett RSL
Paterson Alan Lakes Entrance 
RSL
Pearce Anthony St Kilda RSL
Pendergast Leslie Horsham RSL
Pendleton Thomas Seaford RSL
Pitts Bob Box Hill RSL
Pollard Michael Sunbury RSL
Pollard Geoffrey Traralgon RSL
Prendergast Terence Ralph 
Healesville RSL
Quinn Muriel Waverley RSL
Quirk Michael Noble Park RSL
Radford Taylor Caulfield RSL

Ramsey Rodney Frankston RSL
Randle William Montmorency – 
Eltham RSL
Reid William Yarrawonga – 
Mulwala RSL
Retallick David Longbeach RSL
Rietveld John Morwell RSL
Rogers Ken Bacchus Marsh RSL
Ryan Terry Colac RSL
Sandars John Glenroy RSL
Schneider Robert Watsonia RSL
Searle Norman Rye RSL
Sevenich Frans Kyneton RSL
Sierra Joseph Lakes Entrance 
RSL
Sinclair Graeme Beechworth 
RSL
Sinclair Pat West Heidelberg RSL
Sincocks Peter Angeles City
Skinner Trevor Lilydale RSL
Smiley Bruce Box Hill RSL
Smith Peter Frankston RSL
Smith Barry Highett RSL
Smith John Keilor East RSL
Smithers Eric Pakenham RSL
Spooner Walter Blackburn RSL
Stadward Alfred Yarrawonga – 
Mulwala RSL
Steain Leslie Rochester RSL
Steer Lawrence Boronia RSL
Stephens Dale Cobram – 
Barooga RSL
Stevens Stanley Bentleigh RSL  
–  Cheltenham
Stewart Andrew Bacchus Marsh 
RSL
Stewart Kevin Reservoir RSL
Stewart Peter Rosebud RSL
Sullivan Colin Dunolly – Bealiba 
RSL
Taylor Lindsay Wangaratta RSL
Thomas John Altona
Tippett Norman Coleraine RSL
Trevor Ronald Sunshine RSL
Trezise Wallace L Keilor East RSL
Van Der Ven Henk Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Virgona Angelo Highett RSL
Wall William Yea – Kinglake RSL
Walton Frank Werribee RSL
Ware Eric Geelong RSL
Warnock Charles Warrnambool 
RSL
Warr Bruce Sale RSL
Webb William Greensborough 
RSL
Webber Charles Watsonia RSL
Weston Edwin Wangaratta RSL
Whelan Brian Glenroy RSL
Whiley Bennie Horsham RSL
White John Bentleigh RSL
Wiese Clive Angeles City
Wikman Brian Portarlington –  
St. Leonards RSL
Williams John Frankston RSL
Wilson Willie Shepparton RSL
Wilson Geoff Shepparton RSL
Winduss Albert Werribee RSL
Winnett Allan Rye RSL

Winzar Gordon Angeles City
Wisbey Robert Drysdale RSL
Withers Bill Leongatha RSL
Woodhart Alan Maxwell 
Horsham RSL
Woods Edward John Watsonia 
RSL
Wright Leslie Yarrawonga – 
Mulwala RSL
Wybar Graham Bendigo District 
RSL
Zandes Thomas Hellenic RSL
Zeigler John Noble Park RSL

Air Force

Andrews Percy Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Bailey May Frankston RSL
Banfield Allan Bendigo District 
RSL
Bell Jack Camberwell City RSL
Bennett Edwin Waverley RSL
Blankley John Headquarters
Blomley Dennis Waverley RSL
Bolton Harry Frankston RSL
Bond John Mildura RSL
Burns Frank Waverley RSL
Butler John Woorinen RSL
Cairns Colin Queenscliff – Point 
Lonsdale RSL
Church Eric Moe RSL
Clarke Robert Box Hill RSL
Clearihan Leslie Boronia RSL
Cochrane Walter Reservoir RSL
Cole Harry Frankston RSL
Comrie Beryl Headquarters
Condie Jo Blackburn RSL
Connellan Kenneth Highett RSL
Cowle Anthony Highett RSL
Cushing Bryan Bentleigh RSL
Darby Mostyn Anglesea RSL
Davey Gordon F Keilor East RSL
Davis Gareth Box Hill RSL
Dawe Frank Blackburn RSL
Dawes Violet Box Hill RSL
Easden Gerald Box Hill RSL
Fall Geoffrey Waverley RSL
Faulkner George Box Hill RSL
Fay – Widdison John Bendigo 
District RSL
Ferguson Ian Bentleigh RSL
Fysh Wallace Frankston RSL
Garnham Geoff Frankston RSL
Grant Stewart Phillip Island RSL
Gray Kevin Shepparton RSL
Greaves John Caroline Springs 
RSL
Hamilton William Keilor East RSL
Harris Charles Montmorency – 
Eltham RSL
Henderson Peter Angeles City
Henderson Keith Pascoe Vale 
RSL
Hodge George Frankston RSL
Humphreys David Bendigo 

District RSL
Jeffreys Peter Waverley RSL
Jerram Ronald Ararat RSL
Johnson John Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Johnson Richard Frankston RSL
Kelleher Gilbert Werribee RSL
Kilsby Bill Highett RSL
Law Russell Mildura RSL
Lees Frank Blackburn RSL
Logan Bell Charles Caulfield RSL
Lomas Joyce Highett RSL
Louis Donald Werribee RSL
Lucieer William Sale RSL
Lynd Colin Sunshine RSL
Mahony John Moe RSL
Mangels Alan Trafalgar – 
Thorpdale RSL
McCrabb Shirley Warrnambool 
RSL
McDonald Donald Box Hill RSL
McFarland Muriel Vivan Phillip 
Island RSL
McIver John Headquarters
McLaughlin Gordon Frankston 
RSL
McManus John Kyneton RSL
Meade Patrick Croydon RSL
Molyneux Ronald Watsonia RSL
Murray Reginald Bentleigh RSL
Osborn Roscoe Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Osborne Glen Red Cliffs – 
Irymple RSL
Palmer Scot Sorrento – Portsea 
RSL
Parsons Gladys Monbulk RSL
Patten Brian Bendigo District 
RSL
Peterson Evelyn Warragul RSL
Pettitt George Dandenong – 
Cranbourne RSL
Pollard Lester Boronia RSL
Pollard Raymond Frankston RSL
Poole Peter Echuca RSL
Porter Gwendoline Rosebud RSL
Puddy Bryon Moe RSL
Rankin Geoffrey Geelong RSL
Rendall John Beaumaris RSL
Robertson Ian Watsonia RSL
Rowed Michael Waverley RSL
Ryan Eric Caulfield RSL
Seymour Edward Greensborough 
RSL
Seymour Brian Waverley RSL
Short Dennis Rye RSL
Slessar Robert Swan Hill RSL
Sutton William Mount Beauty 
RSL
Tarrant Colin Lakes Entrance RSL
Thomas Maxwell Montmorency – 
Eltham RSL
Thomas Raymond Rye RSL
Thompson Brian Waverley RSL
Wanstall Les Croydon RSL
Watts Robert Shepparton RSL
Withers Margaret Box Hill RSL
Withers John Ringwood RSL



THE ANZAC APPEAL 
IS BACK!




