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VETERAN CENTRAL
VETCEN IS A PLACE FOR  
ALL VICTORIAN VETERANS

  1300MILVET (1300 645 838)

 veteranservices@rslvic.com.au

Get the support you need to maintain your wellbeing. VETCEN is 
staffed by Case Navigators who will work directly with you to find 
and link you to supports that are available. This might be within 
RSL programs, our Ex-Service Organisation community, or help 
navigating the DVA system or Commonwealth aged care system.
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WELCOME

Welcome to the October edition  
of the Mufti 

It is an enormous privilege to present our latest 
magazine, and I thank our writers, designers, printers, 
and delivery partners who have done an amazing job to 
produce and distribute the Mufti under the challenging 
circumstances of yet another Victorian lockdown. 

Lockdown is very much a theme in this edition of Mufti. 
On page 22, in our story ‘preserving history’, you will 
find practical suggestions on what to do if you find an 
exciting piece of memorabilia during a lockdown clear 
out. ‘Sprouting Connections’ on page 28 may inspire you 
to get out into the garden and reconnect with yourself 
and nature. ‘From Germany to the Mallee’ on page 36 
is a heartbreaking story that may motivate many of 
you to begin researching your own family history and 
connections to service. Our travel features ‘Where the 
brolgas dance’ on page 38 and ‘Escape to Bruny Island’ 
on page 42 will fuel some lockdown daydreaming and 
help you plan your next domestic holiday. 

In our feature story ‘The longest war’ beginning on 
page 8, we hear from widow, and Veteran Family 
Advocate Gwen Cherne, talking about her experience 
and the experience of her late husband, Peter Café, in 
Afghanistan. Gwen also touches on many of the topical 
issues in the veteran community right now, including the 
withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan and the Royal 
Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide. Many 
veterans within our RSL community have been impacted 
directly or indirectly by some of the issues raised in 
our feature story, and I want to take this opportunity to 
remind you all that RSL Victoria has services in place to 
provide support. To access RSL Victoria support, please 
contact RSL Victoria’s Veteran Central service via  
1300 MILVET (1300 645 838) or email  
veteranservices@rslvic.com.au.

One way that RSL Victoria provides support to veterans 
is through our compensation advocacy program, and you 
can read more about this on page 14 in our story ‘RSL 
advocacy here for you’. Of course, RSL Victoria’s support 
services have always been a collaboration between 
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A word from our State President 
Dr Robert Webster OAM

the RSL and those who help support us by donating 
much-needed funds to the annual ANZAC and Poppy 
Appeals. Every dollar raised through the appeals is used 
to support veterans and their families. 

In an absolute milestone, this year our Poppy Appeal 
fundraiser turns one hundred. You can read more about 
the centenary of the Poppy Appeal and the impact it has 
made in Victoria for many generations on page 18. 

Bringing you this edition of Mufti has been a triumph for 
RSL Victoria, as last year we were unable to produce an 
October edition of the magazine due to the impact of 
COVID-19. This does not mean that we have not faced 
challenges in creating this magazine, and keen-eyed 
readers will notice that the traditional events page of 
the magazine is missing. The continued uncertainty 
surrounding the Victoria lockdown has prevented us from 
printing events as we normally would, and those looking 
for information on RSL events are encouraged to check 
the RSL Victoria website (rslvic.com.au) and Facebook 
page (@rslvic) for information on events and activities. 

I hope you enjoy reading this issue of Mufti. As always, 
the team behind the Mufti would love to hear your 
feedback on the magazine (mufti@rslvic.com.au). 

Yours sincerely,

 

Dr Robert Webster OAM 
State President 
RSL Victoria

http://www.rslvic.com.au/
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Shine a light on the centenary of the First World War
On the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 1918, 
the guns of the First World War fell silent... Over eight million soldiers lost 
their lives during this global conflict, and the world felt the effects of war for 
decades. Now, on the 100th anniversary of the Great War’s end, The Bradford 
Exchange is honoured to present a striking tribute. The first-of-a-kind ‘Lest We 
Forget’ First World War Armistice Centenary LED Flameless Candles are officially 
endorsed by the Defence Force Welfare Association of Australia and exclusive 
to The Bradford Exchange!

A unique candle trio, with imagery and  
John McCrae’s poem

These three handcrafted flameless candles are adorned with silhouetted imagery 
of soldiers, in addition to the ‘In Flanders Fields’ poem by John McCrae and 
the symbol of remembrance – the poppy. Each candle sits within a bronze-
toned removable stand. Activate the LED lights within each wax-look candle 
with the remote control, featuring on/off function and 6-hour timer!

Not available anywhere else. Act now!
A unique tribute to this centenary, the set is accompanied by a Certificate of 
Authenticity and our 365-day money-back guarantee. It is available for just 5 
instalments of $35.99 or $179.95, plus $19.99 postage and handling. Strong 
demand is expected, so don’t wait. To reserve, send no money now. Just return 
the coupon or go online today at www.bradford.com.au/lwf

Shown smaller than actual size. Measures 
10cm in height (small) x 12.7 cm in height 
(medium) x 15.2 cm in height (large). Each 
candle measures 7.6 cm in diameter. Each 
candle requires 3 x ‘AAA’ batteries (not 
included). Battery for remote control included

LEST WE FORGET
1918 -  2018

Accompanied by a remote 
control for easy usage

Safe LED flames remain on for 
6 hours before switching off

Perfectly sized additions  
to your mantel or table

Warm LED illumination 

©2021 The Bradford Exchange Ltd.       A.B.N. 13 003 159 617426-TRA02.01

FIRST WORLD WAR ARMISTICE 
CENTENARY FL AMELESS CANDLE SET

YES! Please reserve the ‘Lest We Forget’ First World War Armistice 
Centenary LED Flameless Candles for me as described in this 
advertisement. I understand I need pay nothing now.

Please allow between 2-10 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability  
and reservation acceptance. Credit criteria may apply. Our privacy policy is available online at  
www.bradford.com.au. You must be over 18 years old to apply. From time to time, we may allow carefully 
screened companies to contact you. If you would prefer not to receive such offers, please tick this box. q

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ___  First Name: ____________________________

Surname: _______________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

____________________________________ Postcode: __________

Phone:  ________________________________________________

Email:  _________________________________________________  

Signature:  ______________________________________________
1. ONLINE at www.bradford.com.au/lwf

quoting promotion code: 121164
2. MAIL no stamp required, to: The Bradford Exchange, 

Reply Paid 86369 Parramatta NSW  2124

3. PHONE: (02) 9841 3311      8am-5pm EST  Mon – Fri

PAY NOTHING NOW

Please Respond 
Promptly

www.bradford.com.au/lwf

Shop Online 
with Ease

✔  365-day money-back guarantee
✔  Interest-free instalments

✔  Quote 121164 for fast ordering

Call (02) 9841 3311
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LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 
A word from our readers

The article “Ardmona’s Mystery Airman” 
in the April 2021 Mufti attracted my 
attention as I attended the Ardmona 
Primary in the 1950’s. I found the article 
to be very interesting and well written. 
Congratulations to Claire on being so 
determined to restore the memorial. 

Ken 

Brian
“ What a great read! 

”

Charmaine 

“ Receiving the April 2021 
Mufti has brought back 
wonderful memories 
of my Dad reading the 
Mufti. Thank you. 

”



The Editor welcomes your feedback and 
opinion. Please email mufti@rslvic.com.au 
or send letters to  
The Editor of Mufti, ANZAC House,  
4 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000

Thanks for the April 2021 edition of Mufti. 
It was a very good read. I especially 
appreciated the story about Equine 
Therapy. 

Mark 

I received my Mufti last week, just in time 
for ANZAC Day. A great read. I thoroughly 
enjoyed it. 

Lorraine

General Cosgrove’s first book was excellent, 
and I look forward to reading the April 2021 
Mufti article about his new book. 

Tony 
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Gwen Cherne is an advocate, mother, and widow. In our exclusive interview, Gwen 
shares recollections from her time as an aid worker in Afghanistan, the story of how 
she met and fell in love with her husband, and an insight into her new found purpose 
of using her voice to advocate for veterans and their families. 

Sue Smethurst Legacy Australia and Gwen Cherne 

FEATURE

THE LONGEST 
WAR

08 / The Longest War
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Gwen Cherne struggled to take in the panic-stricken 
images she was seeing as Kabul fell into the hands of the 
Taliban in August.

“I was heartbroken, numb, sad,” she says of the chaotic 
withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan which mark the 
end of a twenty-year mission by allied forces to bring 
stability to the war-torn region. 

“No one wanted to be there forever but there had to be a 
better way than what we saw,” she adds, “It was so hard 
to watch knowing people I worked with and care about 
are deeply affected by this, and many are still there.”

Afghanistan holds a special place in the heart of the 
inaugural Veteran Family Advocate Commissioner who 
spent three years with her sleeves rolled up working in 
and out of Afghanistan on international aid missions; 
rebuilding village communities, advocating for displaced 
persons and educating and mentoring young Afghan 
men and women. 

It was also in the tinder dry firecracker air of Kabul that 
she met and fell in love with Sgt Pete Cafe, one of 26,000 
Australian soldiers who served on Operation Slipper, 
Australia’s longest war.

While the war brought them together its mental and 
physical scars also tragically tore them apart when the 
decorated veteran took his life in 2017. 

The fall of Kabul poured salt onto raw wounds for the war 
widow and many beyond the veteran community with 
some critics going so far as to label the mission a ‘tragic 
and a wasted opportunity’ but Gwen Cherne disagrees. 

Gwen Cherne

“ We must never lose 
hope. A generation of 
Afghans now know there 
is another way to live. 

”

Gwen in 
Afghanistan. 

Gwen met her 
husband, Pete Café,  
while working 
with the Afghan 
Women’s Network in 
Afghanistan. 

“The dedication and sacrifices our service people, many 
civilians and their families made over 20 years to protect 
life and human rights and provide health and education 
services to the people of a war-torn country was 
amazing, admirable work and yet they were just doing 
what their government asked of them and then some.



10 / The Longest War

“They disrupted an enormous terrorist network, they 
taught people how to fight and what camaraderie and 
mateship meant. Our men and women did not die in 
vain and those who came home with wounds have not 
suffered in vain. Australians should be so proud of what 
they achieved.”

**

Born and raised in Cleveland Ohio, Gwen Cherne, 44, 
was always drawn to a life less ordinary. 

After graduating university, she moved to New York 
and established a school for disadvantaged children in 
Brooklyn, but something shifted deep within in her one 
evening after watching the movie Hotel Rwanda.

The story of the plight of displaced Rwandan people 
amid a nation at war sparked an international flame and 
she found her calling. She signed up to work with the 
Afghan Women’s Network and soon found herself off to 
the middle east.

Her first night in Kabul in 2006 offered a confronting 
reminder that she was a long way from home.

“I arrived during Eid, the Festival of Sacrifice,” she 
explains. “I went out onto the balcony of the house I was 
staying in to see what was going on and watched on as 
the people next door slit the throat of a buffalo on the 
front lawn. During Eid, part of slaughter is to give to the 
poor and the needy, so they were butchering the animal 
in the front yard and giving away bags of meat to poor 
people who’d come to the house. That was my welcome 
to Kabul.”

“I was probably naïve entering a war zone and of course 
we knew our lives were at risk, but I was young, free, I 
didn’t have children and I believed in what was being 
done to stabilise and rebuild Afghanistan. It was so 
exciting to be a part of it.”

Gwen spent the next three years working in and out 
of Afghanistan on various aid projects, from travelling 
around to remote villages delivering goats and chickens 
to help build farms and food, to building bridges and vital 
infrastructure and mentoring young Afghans.

In 2008, she took on a role with a contractor for USAID, 
the United States Agency for International Development. 

It was her third trip into the region and when she arrived 
in Kabul this time, she was met by decorated Australian 
commando Sgt Pete Cafe who’d been engaged to head 
up her security team.

After service in Cambodia and East Timor with 3RAR, 
and standing up TAG East with the elite 2nd Commando 
Regiment, Pete was taking time out of the armed forces, 
working as a private security contractor.

She’ll never forget the moment she first laid eyes on the 
proud Aussie soldier, decked out in his favourite NSW 
Waratahs footy shorts and singlet. 

“I remember the singlet even had a VB logo on it,” she 
laughs, “he was so tall and handsome and we clicked 
immediately, it was a friendship that turned into love  
very quickly.”

When Pete’s contract ended in early 2009, he came 
back to Australia inviting Gwen to come with him to see 
if their war zone romance would survive the rigours of 
the real world. 

She fell in love with Australia too and the deal was sealed, 
a year later they married but not long after Pete, who’d 
never formally discharged from the Army, was lured back 
to re-enlist. 

“Pete stepped away from the Army twice but both times 
he was disappointed with civilian life, it just wasn’t 
exciting and didn’t bring him the same purpose that 
active service did,” Gwen says.

“His identity was wrapped up in military life and I 
understand that totally, I’ve been in a war zone, I 
understand the pull and the great sense of purpose and 
passion the work brings.”

Gwen and her husband 
Peter Cafe
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On Valentines Day 2012, pregnant with their first child, 
Gwen waved goodbye to Pete who was headed back 
to Afghanistan with his regiment. Baby Emily was born 
a few months later and a son Lachlan arrived in 2014 in 
between deployments.

In 2016 Pete was sent to Iraq, but tragically, he suffered 
a stroke in Baghdad and although repatriated to begin 
rebuilding his life at home, he struggled to regain his 
health. 

Gwen recalls his frustration that his cognition wasn’t 
coming back as they’d hoped. 

“It took him a week to write something which was a page 
long, his brain wasn’t putting sentences together the way 
they should’ve been. He never really recovered.”

Although Pete went back to work with Defence, 
supporting other injured and wounded soldiers, it wasn’t 
the same challenge he’d thrived on in active duty and at 
home he was becoming increasingly depressed. 

Only nine months after his stroke, Pete took his own life 
at the family’s Sydney home.

“I knew he was struggling,” Gwen says, “I reached out 
to his unit who rallied around him, they called him and 
offered support but he put on a mask and gave the 
impression everything was fine. Obviously, it wasn’t.”

Gwen Cherne and Pete Cafe with their children Emily 
and Lachlan, and Pete’s son Tom at his March Out 
Parade at the Army Recruit Centre, Kapooka, NSW. 

Gwen Cherne

“ On our wedding day I 
told my best friend that 
I wasn’t worried about 
losing Pete in war, I was 
worried about him dying 
out of a military zone, 
sadly that was right. 

”
In the wake of Pete’s death, Gwen found new purpose 
using her voice to advocate for veterans and their families. 
She addressed Army Command staff and the Wounded, 
Injured and Ill diggers conference, passionately calling 
for greater mental health resources before, during and 
after service. In 2018, she served as an Ambassador 
for the Invictus Games, was appointed to the Council 
of the Australian War Memorial in 2019, was inaugural 
member of the Council for Women and Families United 
by Defence Service, served on the board of the Australian 
War Widows Guild NSW Chapter, was as an ambassador 
for the Commando Welfare Trust and Gotcha4Life, roles 
that take on special meaning as Gwen is also Mum to 
Corporal Tom Cafe, Pete’s son from an earlier relationship 
who has followed his father’s military footsteps. 

Gwen is acutely aware that the toll from Afghanistan 
weighs heavily on the civilian and military community, 
41 Australian soldiers lost their lives during Operation 
Slipper, a further 261 were wounded and 500 have taken 
their own lives since 2001. 

Submissions are currently being taken for a Royal 
Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide.

‘When I came home from Afghanistan, nothing compared 
to my time there,” she says. 
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If this article has raised any concerns for you, 
please contact Lifeline on 13 11 14. If you are a 
current or ex-service member of the ADF or a 
family member of a veteran, you can access 
free and confidential 24/7 support from Open 
Arms — Veterans & Families Counselling on 
1800 011 046. The Safe Zone support line  
(1800 142 072) is an anonymous support line 
also operated by Open Arms.

If you have other support needs, you can reach 
out to your closest RSL Sub-Branch or contact 
RSL Victoria’s Veteran Central service on  
1300 MILVET (1300 645 838) or go to  
rslvic.com.au/veteran-support.

Gwen Cherne

“ Everything seemed quite 
ordinary, even pointless. 
It takes a while to realise 
that painting rocks with 
your four-year old is 
important. 

”Veterans are good at leadership. They need a purpose, 
a sense of service and they need connection to the 
community. It’s been drilled into them that they are to 
serve and help people and that’s what they like to do, so 
it’s vital that we facilitate that.”

With her lived experience, she is dedicating her new 
role to advocacy for Australian war widows, suicide 
prevention, defence and veteran’s families and mental 
health awareness. 

“Afghanistan has frayed the fabric of our own societies 
because the toll that war has taken back home for all 
of us, the suicide rates, the brain injuries, the PTSD is 
staggering. I don’t want to be seen as the grieving widow, 
I want to be seen in the light of hope.

“It’s understandable that people may be feeling angry 
and unsettled right now, and those feelings are valid. 
Veterans should feel how they feel and take time to heal. 
I want to educate people about the impact service has 
on our families, our next generation, our society. We 
need to get the message out that its ok to speak up and 
there are resources to help.”

“Pete’s legacy will be that it’s ok to reach out.”

“I’ll never regret working in Afghanistan and I haven’t lost 
hope that Afghanistan will be better in the future. We 
have great examples of that happening, like Vietnam and 
Rwanda, where we left thinking it was never going to 
change but it did.”

“Australians should be proud of what was achieved and 
the work our people did. There was a reason to be there 
and our people have changed many lives.”

Gwen and her young 
children. Image 
courtesy of Legacy 
Australia.
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Boldly emblazoned 
with dynamic Vietnam 

War artwork
•

Versatile hoodie-style 
crafted in an easy-
care, cotton-blend 

•
“Huey” chopper 

zip pull 

Only from The 
Bradford Exchange

©2021 The Bradford Exchange Ltd.   A.B.N. 13 003 159 617   403-NIN04.01

If you served in Southeast Asia, sacrifice and mateship kept you  
alive when the world turned its back on you. And now pride lets  
you stand tall, shoulder to shoulder with the greatest legends of the 
Anzac tradition. Share in that pride when you wear our “Veterans 
Remembered Hoodie”, a tribute design only from The Bradford 
Exchange and endorsed by the Defence Force Welfare Association  
of Australia.

Bold custom art… classic hoodie appeal
The back features a powerful image of Aussie diggers in action, 
protected by an Iroquois “Huey” chopper, along with the message, 
“A Nation’s Gratitude”. The left sleeve defiantly says “Sacrifice 
Mateship Pride”. The front features an embroidered “Huey” patch 
and a zip pull. Design details include deep front pockets, knit cuffs 
and hem and chrome-look metal tippets on the hood drawstring. 

Affordable Value with a Money-Back Guarantee
Available in four sizes, the “Veterans Remembered Hoodie” is  
a true value at just $129.99 or 3 instalments of $43.33, plus $14.99 
postage and handling and backed by our 30-day guarantee. To 
reserve your hoodie, send no money now, just return the coupon or 
go online today at www.bradford.com.au/veterans

YES! Please reserve the 
“Veterans Remembered 
Hoodie” as described in this 
advertisement. I understand  
I need pay nothing now. I have 
indicated my size above.

Please allow between 2-10 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability and reservation acceptance. Credit criteria may apply. 
Our privacy policy is available online at www.bradford.com.au. You must be over 18 years old to apply. From time to time, we may allow carefully 
screened companies to contact you. If you would prefer not to receive such offers, please tick this box. q

1.  ONLINE at www.bradford.com.au/veterans
quoting promotion code: 121314

2.  MAIL no stamp required, to: The Bradford Exchange, 
Reply Paid 86369 Parramatta NSW  2124

3.  PHONE:  (02) 9841 3311      8am-5pm EST  Mon – Fri

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ____  First Name: ____________________________

Surname: _______________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

____________________________________ Postcode: __________

Phone:  ________________________________________________

Email:  _________________________________________________

Signature:  ______________________________________________

"

PAY NOTHING NOW

q M q L q XL q XXL

Please Respond Promptly

www.bradford.com.au/veterans

Shop Online 
with Ease

✔  30 day money-back guarantee
✔  Interest-free instalments

✔  Quote 121314 for fast ordering

Cal l  (02)  9841 3311

Endorsed by the 
Defence Force 

Welfare Association  
of Australia

M L XL XXL

38-40 42-44 46-48 50-52

Hoodie Sizes
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Aileen Phillips

Looking for an exciting and fulfilling career, Lynne 
made a snap decision to enlist with the Women’s Royal 
Australian Army Corps in 1975, aged 17.

“I was working in a bank on Collins Street and I went up 
the end of the street and they had a recruitment caravan 
and I thought ‘wow, a job with a difference!’ And that’s 
why I joined.”

Lynne’s desire to become a driver was successful. 

George Salpigtidis and Teagan Glenane

“They taught me to drive actually, I drove cars, trucks, bus 
license. All of those things. It was all chugging along quite 
well, until my last posting at the Sydney Transport Unit.”

It was downhill for Lynne after that, saying she was 
subjected to bullying.

“They did some barbaric things to me…”

Lynne felt vulnerable.

RSL ADVOCACY 
HERE FOR YOU

Lynne McCullagh is a changed woman. After 43 years of living 
day to day, her future is more secure than it’s ever been.



Lynne McCullagh

“ I never talked to my 
dad about it. Never told 
anybody about it. I never 
kept any memorabilia, 
and I don’t think I ever 
told my son. 

”
Times were tough for the mother of two, who also 
suffered a marriage breakdown.

“I was working three of four jobs…my friends would lend 
me 10 dollars here and there, getting 20 dollar vouchers 
from St Vinnies, they helped me move into a rental. I had 
nothing, absolutely nothing.”

She says she even suffered the humiliation of not being 
able to attend her son’s wedding abroad.

But a lucky encounter with an old army friend in 2019, led 
Lynne to turning her life around.

“She asked me if I had a White Card. I didn’t even know 
what a White Card was. Nobody had told me…”

She eventually met Bruce Turner, Senior Advocate for 
RSL Victoria.

Advocates generally work for ex-service organisations 
and are trained to help veterans or their dependents 
access services and payments.

In the context of the RSL, a Military Compensation 
Advocate assists both serving and ex-serving members 
of the Australian Defence Force (ADF) and their widows 
to lodge claims for compensation to the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs (DVA).

Bruce has been an Advocate for 25 years following his 
26 years of service in the Army. He is also the President 
of the Rosebud RSL Sub-Branch.

“There was no one to go to if you need counselling or if 
you had a concern, and the Sydney Transport Unit was a 
pretty harsh environment.”

She couldn’t wait to discharge.

“I just wanted to get out. Consequently, because I left 
early, I didn’t get any of the benefits you normally get 
when you leave the Army, you know, like housing loans 
and things like that.”

Disillusioned and disappointed, Lynne hit the road.

“I travelled around Australia to get the army out of my 
system and then went overseas for three years.”

All the while, living with dark secrets that tormented her 
for years. 

Lynne enlisted with the Women’s Royal Australian Army 
Corps in 1975, at age 17.

Lynne is now freed from financial stress and can close a 
traumatic chapter of her life.

RSL Advocacy Here for You / 15



16 / RSL Advocacy Here for You

With Lynne on board Bruce got to work, tracking down 
her service and medical records. With his investigative 
hat on, Bruce discovered Lynne had seen a psychiatrist 
prior to her administrative discharge. 

The psychiatrist’s view was that Lynne suffered from 
conditions of mental health due to her service.

“I then put a claim in under the Defence Rehabilitation 
Compensation Act for her to get incapacity payments 
to tie her over until her claims could be decided. She 
was able to receive some $1200 a week, which greatly 
assisted her.”

Bruce secured a retrospective change to the reason for 
her discharge, from administrative to medical. 

He also successfully applied to have Lynne’s mental 
health condition accepted as being related to her service 
under the Veterans Entitlement Act.

She was also able to receive a weekly superannuation 
payment backdated to the time of her discharge. 

Even when claims were rejected, Bruce appealed to the 
Veterans Review Board, a specialist tribunal that takes a 
fresh look at decisions about veteran’s entitlements and 
compensation.

As a result of Bruce’s extensive knowledge and 
dedication to his client, Lynne received a significant 
backdated compensation payment. 

Bruce is so pleased he could play a part in Lynne’s journey.

“It’s nice for the individual to do it by themselves but with 
the three Acts out there, it’s a bit of a minefield and it’s 
always good to have someone on your side.”

But for Bruce, it’s just another day on the job.

“It wasn’t complicated at all. To me, there was just a 
path to follow. There were boxes to tick and there was a 
natural progression as we saw by the end result.”

“It was a just decision.”

He says Lynne lost out on her quality of life through no 
fault of her own.

Lynne is now freed from financial stress and can close 
a traumatic chapter of her life. A friend even told her 
she walks with her shoulders back – a sign of renewed 
confidence and positivity. 

Lynne couldn’t be more grateful, compelled to tell her 
story in the hope it helps another veteran. 

**

Bruce Turner

“ She came to the 
Rosebud RSL looking 
for assistance in paying 
some bills. I sat down 
and I talked to her and 
was able to pay the bills 
for her. But I also, from 
her story, opinioned that 
she may be entitled to 
some form of pension 
from her service. 

” Bruce Turner, Senior Advocate for RSL Victoria. 
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Lynne McCullagh

“ Without him (Bruce 
Turner), it would have just 
gone under the carpet and 
I would never have had 
this result. Through it, I’ve 
been able to give back, I’ve 
donated to St Vinnies, I’ve 
donated to the RSL. 

”

Lynne said, “Without him 
(Bruce Turner), it would have 
just gone under the carpet 
and I would never have had 
this result.”

If this article has raised any concerns for 
you, please contact Lifeline on 13 11 14. The 
National Sexual Assault and Family Violence 
Counselling Service can be contacted via 
1800 RESPECT (1800 737 732). Veterans and 
their families can access free and confidential 
24/7 support from Open Arms — Veterans 
& Families Counselling on 1800 011 046. The 
Safe Zone support line (1800 142 072) is an 
anonymous support line also operated by 
Open Arms. For more information about RSL 
Victoria’s advocacy services or to request 
support, please contact Veteran Central via 
1300 MILVET (1300 645 838) or go to  
rslvic.com.au/veteran-support.
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Aileen Phillips

It’s comforting to think that a century ago, veteran 
welfare was a priority, much like it is now.

Almost 100 years ago to the day, The Horsham Times 
reported on the outstanding work conducted by the local 
Sub-Branch for the first official Poppy Day Appeal, as it 
was known then.

“In response to the appeal for helpers in the sale of poppies 
made by Mr. R. Brodribb, the secretary of the local branch 
of the R.S.S.I.L.A. (Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial 
League of Australia), three ladies gave their services…and 
they did very good business, disposing of 700 out of the 
allotment of 1000 that were sent here.”

Tony Gough, the Horsham Times and the Australian War Memorial 

RSL VICTORIA’S 
POPPY APPEAL  
100 YEARS OF GIVING

For 100 years, Victorians have generously donated their time and money towards 
the annual RSL Poppy Appeal. And with the Appeal’s centennial anniversary this 
year, it’s an apt time to reflect on its evolution, ongoing relevance, importance, 
and the tireless efforts behind each Appeal.

Sally Bertram’s family have been in Horsham in Victoria’s 
west for more than 80 years, with strong ties to the local 
Sub-Branch, which also so happens to celebrate its 
100th year this year.

Her grandfather, Robert Edward Charles, served in WW1 
and was one of the Sub-Branches early President’s in 
the 1930s.

“I remember talking to mum and she said Grandpa was 
always doing something to encourage people to get 
involved in raising money for the veterans.”
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Tony Gough, the Horsham Times and the Australian War Memorial 

Horsham RSL Volunteer,  
Sally Bertram. Image courtesy 
of The Horsham Times. 

Sally Bertram

“ I have big boxes at my 
front door filled with Poppy 
Appeal stock waiting. I 
might put things out a little 
earlier this year. When you 
open up [from lockdown] 
you put things out real 
quick! 

”

While there were veteran fundraising efforts prior to 1921, 
much research suggests the official Poppy Appeal began 
in 1921, when the forerunner to the RSL, The Australian 
Returned Soldiers and Sailors Imperial League first sold 
poppies for Armistice Day. 

Just days before the armistice, the secretary of the 
American YMCA, Moina Michael, read John McCrae’s 
legendary poem In Flanders Field.

She was so moved by it she decided to wear a red poppy 
as a personal commemorative ritual. 

Inspired, the French YMCA secretary Anna Guérun, 
began to sell poppies to raise funds for war widows, 
orphans, veterans and their families.

The poppy became an international symbol of sacrifice 
and loss.

When it all began in 1921, the League imported a million 
silk poppies that were made in French orphanages. 

Each poppy was sold for a shilling, with the money 
divvied up between French children in need, the 
League’s welfare work and the League’s national coffer.

The Poppy Appeal continues to contribute significantly to 
the annual fundraising work of the RSL. 

Now, there is an array of merchandise that can be 
purchased for as little as two dollars, all the way through 
to 50 dollars, including key rings, pens and elaborate 
metal poppy badges. This year also features the specially 
commissioned centenary badge, which showcases the 
poppy in its four stages of life.

Peter Smith, OAM, has been RSL Victoria’s Fundraising 
Manager since 2008. He served with the Army for nearly 
25 years and is passionate about the fundraising cause.

“I think the acknowledgement of the centenary of the 
Poppy Appeal is important by and of itself, but it also 
causes us to have a bit of a think and reflection about 
how long we’ve actually been doing this. Probably more 
important, is realising that the public of Victoria has been 
supporting veteran welfare for such a long time.”

Now, as Remembrance Day approaches, he and a 
dedicated team of RSL staff and volunteers across the 
state are gearing up for the milestone Poppy Appeal.

Sally Bertram is the Coordinator of the Horsham RSL 
Military History and Heritage Library, as well as the 
Appeals Officer.

She says the Horsham and surrounding communities are 
very supportive, with local businesses, schools and the 
public doing their utmost to support veterans.

“I just organise a group of people and they come in and 
help a lot with the Appeal, packing and sorting. And 
then there’s a few other core members that always turn 
up every session and they go out to sell. We also have 
people from two other towns who come each year to get 
Appeals boxes to raise funds for our veterans.”
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“Sometimes, people are so generous they don’t even want 
a token or a badge, they just want to give money. People 
will hand over 50 dollar notes or whatever and say it’s just 
a donation,” says Sally Bertram from the Horsham RSL.

Jeff Jackson is the Compensation and Welfare Support 
Manager for RSL Victoria.

He says all money raised goes directly to supporting 
current and ex-serving members of the Australian and 
Allied Defence Forces and their dependents, with the 
RSL able to provide a broad range of services, tailored to 
individual needs.

Jeff Jackson

“ Funds raised by the 
Poppy Appeal and other 
appeals go to funding 
our permanent team of 
Advocates, a service to 
veterans to enable them 
to access their rightful 
entitlements. 

”
RSL Victoria Compensation and Welfare Support Manager, 
Jeff Jackson OAM. 

RSL Victoria’s Fundraising Manager, Peter Smith OAM, pictured with an eftpos machine, indicating that more 
Victorian’s will have the option to make a donation and buy a poppy through tap and go technology. 

“Urgent dental treatment, reading glasses, welfare like 
food, clothes for kids for school, books for kids, and then 
there are other parts like rent assistance, preventing 
homelessness, we help with car registration, things  
like that.”



Much like the ways in which the RSL has evolved to 
meet the current and changing needs of veterans and 
their dependents, so has the Poppy Appeal become a 
modern marketing campaign, embracing new trends and 
technology, like QR codes and cashless donations.

However, what remains the same is what is at its core – 
support for veterans.

Despite the rise of government agencies, ex-service 
organisations and the not-for-profit sector, Peter Smith 
says the Poppy Appeal is as important, if not more so, 
than it’s ever been.

RSL Victoria Warehouse Supervisor, Tia Nicholson 
and Warehouse Support Ben Ahearn preparing 
Poppy Appeal stock to be shipped to volunteers all 
over the state. 

Jeff Jackson

“ I fundamentally hold the  
view that our veterans 
and our veteran families 
importantly, have given 
great service to the nation, 
irrespective of their length of 
service, the type of service, 
the location of their service. 
If they’ve put the uniform on 
in the service of this country, 
they deserve the support of 
the country. 

”
“We understand times are tough for everyone. If you’ve 
got the capacity to give, please give generously knowing 
that your gift will change a veterans life.”
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Scan to make a donation 
to the Poppy Appeal

Although the tag says ‘Decoration Day’ this artificial poppy 
was made for sale in Australia on Remembrance Day 1921. 
The Australian Returned Soldiers and Sailors Imperial League 
(the forerunner to the RSL) first sold poppies for Armistice 
Day in 1921. For this drive, the league imported one million silk 
poppies, made in conjunction with the American and French 
Children’s League. Each poppy was sold for a shilling: five 
pence was donated to a charity for French children, six pence 
went to the League’s own welfare work, and one penny went 
to the League’s national coffers. This is an example of the first 
issue of this style of poppy.
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Sue Smethurst

Robert Fisher, the Assistant Registrar of Acquisitions 
and Collections at the Australian War Memorial (AWM) 
says that around 50,000 items have been offered for 
donation in the past year. 

Among them, surprise gems such as a letter written by 
WW2 national hero Lieutenant Thomas ‘Diver’ Derrick 
VC DCM to his mate Lieutenant John Thirkell back home 
in Australia. 

Derrick served in five campaigns from Tobruk to Tarakan, 
and this six-page letter adds to a collection of his diaries 
which are considered to be among the most important 
writings by any Australian soldier. 

“The letter is dated May 16, 1945 which makes it one of 
the very last, if not the last letter he ever wrote because 
he died eight days later,” Fisher says.

“Historically it is of great significance and thankfully 
someone in John Thirkell’s family realised this might be 
something important and tucked it away for safe keeping. 
It’s really very special when you hold something like that 
in your hands.”

The AWM holds Australia’s biggest collection of war 
time material with over 10,000 donated items held in the 
private collection. 

They encourage anyone who stumbles across or inherits 
the war-time treasures of a loved one or indeed veterans 
themselves who may have service memorabilia tucked 
away, to get in touch.

The Australian War Memorial 

“You just never know what is among someone’s private 
collection,” says Rebecca Brenton, Assistant Curator. 

“Often we hear ‘my Uncle or Grandpa passed this down 
and I don’t know what to do with it’. Our team can do a 
preliminary assessment over the phone.”

“We collect things from all theatres of war that Australians 
have been involved in and some things from civilians 
too if they offer insight into what it was like on the home 
front, or people who came to Australia after war time 
experiences overseas. For example, we have collections 
from Jewish POW’s who came here are they were freed. 

PRESERVING 
HISTORY

One of the unexpected silver linings to come out of the pandemic has been 
the discovery of a treasure trove of service memorabilia unearthed during 
our Covid cleanouts. Lengthy lockdowns have offered a rare opportunity 
for many to sort out the filing cabinet or garage, or finally take a good look 
at the shoebox of loved one’s war trinkets gathering dust in the garden 
shed, and our national war collections are richer for it. 

Rebecca Brenton

“ We are interested in 
any material that helps 
us better understand 
the Australian war time 
experience, from the Boer 
War to current conflicts. 

”If you’ve unearthed or inherited war material and you’re 
not sure what to do with it, Rebecca Brenton says the 
first step is to store it in a clean dry place until you’ve 
considered options. 



Bamforth song postcard featuring 
the lyrics for ‘It’s a long, long way 
to Tipperary’, written by Henry 
James “Harry” Williams and Jack 
Judge. Coloured illustration of a 
young solider sits at camp writing 
a letter to a young woman shown 
in a vignette. Bamforth Series 
4788/3.

This vest was made by Miss 
Lois Anne Martin in anticipation 
of the Allied victory over the 
Japanese. She wore it once 
on VP Day, 15 August 1945, 
when she celebrated the event 
in Melbourne with her fellow 
workers from the Kodak factory 
at Abbotsford

This embroidered silk postcard was 
made in France during the First 
World War. The envelope features a 
pink flower above a blue heart filled 
with purple flowers. A small card 
insert features the message “Forget 
me not”, illustrated with a woman 
reading a letter.

Second World War Khahki cotton drill roll-up sewing kit, also 
known as a housewife. The sewing kit contains a grey cloth 
swatch with an assortment of five needles and two safety pins. 
This sewing kit belonged to Flying Officer TT Hall. 

“Please don’t store things in the garage or garden shed!” 
she says, “bring them inside, dust them off very carefully 
and store them in a place that is dry and generally 
around 20 degrees. Paper is at its happiest then. If you 
have letters or papers that are very fragile, try not to 
touch them, the less you can touch them the better.”

She says that sticky tape is big no-no when it comes 
to storing historical material, and any old newspaper 
cuttings, which can be very acidic and erode paper, 
should be kept well away from precious letters or 
documents. Separate documents with a sheet of acid 
free paper or copy paper if that’s all you’ve got. 
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Examples of memorabilia donated to 
the Australian War Memorial

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C296674
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C2331153
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1218098
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C2633768
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“I’ve seen a lot of letters in shoe boxes, I’ve had donations 
come to me that have been pulled from the top of a skip 
after being thrown out or rescued from landfill. Sadly, a 
lot of precious war material ends up in rubbish which is 
a great shame. Do something with it, don’t just leave it in 
the back shed, there’s lots of options.”

Rob Fisher

“ The most important thing 
is to do something with 
your memorabilia, whether 
that’s to keep it stored 
safely among your family 
or donate it to a museum. 

”

“It’s unfortunate how much sticky tape we see by 
families who think they are doing the right thing by 
keeping pages together but it’s in fact the opposite, and 
sometimes it will be the difference between whether we 
can take a submission or not.”

While the AWM is happy to hear from anyone 
considering donating the war time material of a loved 
one, they are not the only place that can ensure your 
story or your loved one’s story is recorded and preserved.

The Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance also take 
donations as do the State Library, the National Archives 
of Australia, some local RSL’s, many local war museums 
and the Army, Navy and Air Force who each have their 
own museums dotted around the country. 

With the AWM currently undergoing a vast expansion, 
Rob Fisher says they are looking for material from 
recent missions including Iraq and Afghanistan, and 
peacekeeping missions, to build their collection for  
future exhibitions.

“Veterans of recent conflicts have been through great 
trauma and it’s part of our national story. We want to put 
all of those pieces together, even emails sent back home 
help us put together the full story of service.”

This button was sold 
as part of fundraising 
efforts for ‘Repatriation 
Day’, which took place 
on 15 December 1916.

Information for how to donate material to the 
Australian War Memorial can be found at:  
awm.gov.au/donations or the Shrine  
shrine.org.au/donate-to-the-shrine-
collection

Museums and Galleries Australia-Victoria 
are working on the Veterans Heritage 
Project, supporting RSL’s and community 
organisations to preserve military collections, 
more information can be found at: amagavic.
org.au/services/victorian-collections/
veterans-heritage-project

$

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1197104
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Looking for a Publisher?
CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS
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ISBN: 978-1-925230-14-7
Rick Hore-Lacy, 
law-student-turned-horse-trainer who 
became an Aussie legend in the sport 
of horse racing. The outspoken 
larrikin caused a furor in the Elite 
horse racing industry by breaking 
conventions with his vociferous 
opinions and infamous actions. Told 
with uncompromising honesty, this is 
a tale that will take you to the inner 
sanctum of the ‘Sport of Kings’ and 
into the heaving action of the most 
exciting wins. A story that tells of 
criminal sabotage, crushing 
mistakes, outrageous success, and 
above all, indomitable Aussie spirit.

“I regard Rick Hore-Lacy as Australia’s 
(and possibly, the world’s) best judge 
of a yearling. As a trainer, he was 
refreshingly unconventional and 
enjoyed some great successes.”

— Gai Waterhouse

ISBN: 978-1-925230-50-5
In 1902, three Australian volunteers 
who served with the British Army 
during the Anglo Boer War were 
tried and sentenced for executing 
Boer combatants.
The manner in which these men 
were treated remains controversial, 
shrouded in protest that they were 
scapegoated for the war crimes of 
their British superiors.
The book is dedicated to the 
memory of Major James Francis 
Thomas who was relegated to 
history without an understanding of 
who he was and the part he played 
in the dynamic development of the 
town of Tenterfi eld in New South 
Wales, Australia, as a property 
owner, solicitor, newspaper 
proprietor, historian, poet, 
proponent for Australian 
nationalism, volunteer soldier. This 
book also tells how he came to 
serve in the Boer War, yet was 
destined to die alon.

ISBN: 978-1-925230-67-3
2001. East Timor remains a dangerous 
place. Memories of pro-Indonesian 
savagery linger, a resurgent militia 
threatens, and a secret war rages 
between Indonesia and Australia. 
Agent runner Matt Hurley is swept up 
in a maelstrom when one of his 
agents is brutally murdered.
Seeking justice, he must partner with 
the shadowy world of 
counter-intelligence and in doing so, 
familiar faces begin to surface from 
his own troubled past.
To bring everything into the open 
Hurley conceives a strategy to terrify 
his true quarry into confession. But 
success also brings the unexpected — 
an opportunity to capture militia 
leader Marcelino Borges, sadistic 
ringmaster of the infamous Kissing 
House, a dark place of rape and 
murder, hiding in West Timor.

ISBN: 978-1-925707-37-3
Bob McTaggart returns from a tour of 
duty with his special forces unit in 
Afghanistan and his world is turned 
upside down. He tries to put his life 
back on an even keel only to fi nd 
himself dangerously involved in the 
dirty and deadly world of drug tra� 
cking. McTaggart has to rely on all of 
his sharply honed skills to survive in 
the tropical rainforests of Far North 
Queensland and on the Great Barrier 
Reef. The prize is worth millions, but 
the deceit, betrayal and 
uncompromising greed by merciless 
and unscrupulous men and women 
make life hazardous for all who want 
to play in this deadly game.
This fast moving, actionpacked 
thriller will take you deep into the 
deadly world of organised crime 
where the only thing that matters 
is money.

ISBN: 978-1-925707-48-9
Nothing is as it seems among 
passengers on the New Zealand 
Star. Colonel Newton’s impotency 
resides in another when portraying 
to enigmatic widow, Nancyng 
Jenkins, his role as emissary to a 
dying woman, while she masks a 
torrid life of unspeakable horror and 
devious subterfuge. High 
Commissioner Sir Gerald Templer 
recalls Newton to the cauldron of 
post-war Malaya, the quarry being 
its mostwanted communist terrorist, 
The Huntsman. With the past casting 
long shadows, does Mrs Jenkins 
hold the key to Newton’s 
redemption?

“An enjoyable, high quality historical fi 
ction novel. An entertaining mystery 
involving several well drawn, 
multidimensional characters.”

— Michael Pert, author of The 
Kissing House
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1921–2021

Greek Campaign Medal 1940 — 41
Seeking Australian veterans that served in the Greek Campaign of 
WWII 1940-41 to apply and receive the commemorative medal, from 
the Greek Government.

Families of the veterans can also apply on behalf of a deceased 
veteran. 

This is not a new medal, the medal was introduced in early 1970 by the 
Greek Government for all Australian personnel that served in Greece 
during WWII.

For more information please contact:

Steve Kyritsis OAM

Hellenic RSL Sub-Branch 

E: steve.kyritsis@hotmail.com 

P: 0418 571 800  (03) 9589 3403
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Scan to make a 
donation to the 
Poppy Appeal



The Victorian Scout Foundation raises much 
needed funds to support the work of Scouts 
Victoria and its 18,000 youth members. 

Scouting contributes to  
the education of young 
people in achieving  
their full physical, 
intellectual, emotional, 
social and spiritual 
potential as individuals.  

Your donation, bequest 
or membership to the 
Foundation will help 
young Victorians become 
resilient leaders and 
responsible citizens with 
a sense of belonging in 
their communities.

Contact us on 03 8543 9800 or  
foundation@scoutsvictoria.com.au

www.scoutsvictoria.com.au  

Support tomorrow’s  
leaders today

DAVID HIRSH MEDAL MOUNTING
(Enquiries to David or Ben)

Specialising in Court-Style and Swing Mounting
of large and miniature medals. 

Ribbon bars made up.
Most large medals

and miniatures supplied.
Prompt service. Reasonable prices.

12 Hawson Avenue, Glen Huntly 3163
TEL: (03) 9571-5469

email: davehirsh@yahoo.com 
Business Hours Mon-Fri 10am - 5pm
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Lucie van den Berg The Royal Botanic Gardens and Joshua Weir

SPROUTING 
CONNECTIONS

The ‘Birds Nest’ at the Melbourne 
Royal Botanic Gardens. 



Gardens have long been a source of solace, particularly for people who have 
suffered trauma. Whether it’s sprouting seeds on your windowsill, tending to plants 
in your backyard, or perusing a public garden, there is something deeply satisfying 
about being connected to nature. Indeed, there is evidence that exposure to plants 
and nature has a positive impact on physical and mental health.

Spring presents an ideal opportunity to get out and feel 
the sun on your face, sow some seeds, or tend to your 
plants. Victoria is, after all, the garden state.

The Royal Botanic Gardens in the heart of Melbourne, 
surrounded by skyscrapers, homes, sports stadiums 
and art galleries, is the perfect place to get acquainted 
with an amazing array of plants from around the globe. 
It recently launched three wellness gardens, offering 
visitors a new restorative experience.

Designed by Landscape Architect Andrew Laidlaw, the 
Grotto Garden, Birds Nest and Moss Garden are a trio 
of tranquil spaces, providing an opportunity to pause, 
reflect and connect with nature. 

Andrew said the wellbeing gardens feature an array of 
plant textures, the sound of running water and places 
to sit, often with a subtle spiritual symbol that acts as a 
wayfinder or reference point.

Andrew Laidlaw

“ It would be nice if people 
could feel that the world is 
okay in a place like this. 

”

“These spaces have been designed deliberately to be 
intimate,” Andrew explains.

“They are small and closed in, so that you are drawn 
inward and then wrapped by very beautiful greenery. 

 “It is my hope that individuals, couples and small 
groups come into in these environments and immerse 
themselves in nature, sit quietly and listen to the sounds 
of birds, water and life.”

He said each garden was designed to evoke a sense of 
calmness and a feeling of connection.

The ‘Grotto’ at the Melbourne Royal Botanic Gardens. The ‘moss garden’ at the Melbourne Royal Botanic Gardens.
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A garden could be created just about anywhere, he said.

“Even if you just have a planter box on the windowsill, or 
a pot plant in the corner and some soil and seeds, you 
can grow a plant. You look after it —even talk to it if you 
want— and if it dies, you can just start again.”

Research suggests gardening can be effective for 
improving mental health and wellbeing, including for 
people with mental health problems. Gardening increases 
physical activity and delivers a healthy dose of Vitamin D, 
while home grown produce increases fruit and vegetable 
intake. The social aspect of gardening, whether it’s in 
a community garden or taking part in working bees or 
vegetable swaps, also enhances wellbeing.

Joshua has experienced the social benefits of gardening. 
He was involved with a garden plot established by retired 
army Colonel Michael Romalis (OAM) for veterans and 
their families in Hobart, which promoted gardening as 
therapy. They planted seeds, tended to their plants and 
cultivated and cooked vegetables.

Joshua Weir

“ There’s something great 
about growing a plant 
from seed, whether it 
lives or dies, you are in 
charge of it. 

”

For those unable to access large green spaces during 
the global pandemic, gardening at home offers physical 
and mental health benefits. Veteran Joshua Weir 
has firsthand experience of the positive influence of 
gardening. The former Sergeant Medic’s deployments in 
Bougainville on a peacekeeping mission and later in Iraq 
took an immense toll on his mental and physical health. 
Later, he was medically discharged and diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).

For years Joshua, who is a committee member of the 
Lenah Valley RSL in Tasmania, yo-yoed between medical 
treatment and destructive forms of self-medication. Now 
he has found a combination of coping mechanisms, 
including activities such as: riding a motorbike, martial 
arts and gardening.

“For a lot of ex-service men and women, who have had a 
lot of horrific stuff happen to them, they can get very low 
and nothing seems to go right for them,” Joshua said.

For veteran Joshua Weir, gardening is a lost art that 
encourages mindfulness and connection. 
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Andrew Laidlaw, who is also the President of Global 
Gardens for Peace, has designed gardens for palliative 
care and psychiatric patients, some of whom are veterans.

He said people in vulnerable communities living in 
institutions were often surrounded by concrete and 
poorly loved gardens. Part of the solution was to create 
gardens rich in plants and biodiversity.

“It is more important the gardens are full of life, well 
maintained and loved. I hope that they give veterans 
perspective on what is good in the world and that they 
are part of nature and not separate from it.”

Joshua Weir

“ Gardening is an easy form 
of mindfulness and I think 
it’s a bit of a lost art in the 
younger generations, but 
it’s an important skill and 
it has really helped me. 

”

Veteran Joshua Weir, working in his home garden. 

After a hiatus, Joshua has recently returned to the Royal 
Botanical Gardens in Hobart as a volunteer.
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DEFENCE ON THE 
STORM FRONT

In what was an already trying year for Victorians plagued with COVID-19 
outbreaks and lockdowns, mother nature dealt a cruel twist.

While the Australian Defence Force’s primary role is to defend and 
protect Australia, it also provides assistance through its capabilities and 
resources in times of natural disasters, as we have seen countless times.

And this time was no exception.

As strong winds battered parts of the state, residents in 
the Dandenong Ranges, Gippsland and other parts of 
regional Victoria suffered devastating consequences.

On June 9, storms damaged homes, brought down 
powerlines and left a trail of debris. Thousands of homes 
were left without power, some for weeks – in the middle 
of a chilly winter.

The Upwey-Belgrave RSL Sub-Branch President, 
Anthony Stewart, says the destruction was like nothing 
seen before.

Anthony Stewart

“ In military terms, it looked 
like the place has been 
artillery bombed. I’m 
talking semi-trailer trucks 
driving through trees and 
the truck being dwarfed 
by the trees. 

” Upwey Belgrave RSL Sub-Branch President 
Anthony Stewart 



Commander Joint Task Group 629.2 Brigadier 
Matthew Burr interviewed by media at the 
Olinda Fire Station, Victoria. Image courtesy 
of the Defence Image Gallery.

Despite the incredible efforts of the State Emergency 
Services Victoria and other emergency responders like 
the Country Fire Authority, it just wasn’t enough and 
extra support was called in. 

At the request of the Victorian Government, around 120 
Australian Defence Force personnel were mobilized to 
support Emergency Management Victoria and other 
local services in recovery and relief efforts following the 
storm and floods.

Personnel from Victorian-based Army, Navy and Air 
Force units, including combat engineers from the 4th 
Brigade’s 22nd Engineer Regiment, deployed within 24 
hours of the state’s request.

Commander of Victorian-based Joint Task Group 629.2 
Brigadier Matthew Burr says the ADF undertook a 
variety of tasks.

“We assisted with the distribution of generators to well 
over 120 homes. We then assisted with community 
reassurance, and we visited over 500 homes with the 
Red Cross and supported the Red Cross getting out to 
households in the region that had basically been without 
power and certainly had their own individual concerns 
and shown great resilience themselves as a community 
but needed that support.

Basically, just providing mobility transport and then 
supporting with an extra set of hands…We brought some 
engineering effort to reinforce what had been done 
locally by CFA, SES or Forest Fire Management Victoria 
and a range of other agencies.”

Despite being in the epicentre of the storm, by sheer luck, 
the Upwey-Belgrave Sub-Branch was spared any damage.

“We had people video calling us as they were trying to help 
people get out of their houses, with the house basically 
with trees through it. It was really scary,” says Anthony.

Anthony, who served with the Australian Army for 5 
years, wanted to be part of the solution.

“The military has taught me a lot about how I can adapt to 
most situations.”

He flung the Sub-Branch doors open and spread the word.
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Brigadier Burr says it’s incredibly rewarding and  
fulfilling work.

“The response was always great, whether we were 
clearing a road in Gippsland around a school so the 
school bus could get through and school could continue. 
To see all the kids waving out the bus to our people, or 
people shaking our hand or thanking us as we do those 
door knocks. 

Brigadier Burr 

“ It gives us great pride to 
support the communities 
that many of us are from 
and it really gives a huge 
sense of service for our 
people. 

”

And, offered to purchase generators for anyone in need.

The ADF’s Brigadier Burr says a cohesive approach is 
critical in these situations. 

“We always work as a part of the Victorian whole of 
government response. These are partnerships that have 
been forged through previous disasters and as recently 
as the [2019/2020] bushfires. We basically work as part 
of that wider team, we work as one, shoulder to shoulder 
with them. I have to give a shout out, my admiration, to 
the local responders.”

It required some, like Private Nytan Pereira to pivot from the 
COVID-19 deployment to help with storm-recovery tasks.

“In the first week, we delivered portable generators and 
the response from people in the community was that 
they were very grateful, especially elderly residents who 
were happy to see the ADF and CFA turn up when they 
needed help the most.”

Sapper Andrew Schintler from the 22nd Engineer Regiment 
clears fallen trees with a CAT 434E Backhoe Loader to clear 
a fire access road following a recent storm in Willung South, 
Victoria. Image courtesy of the Defence Image Gallery.

Anthony Stewart

“ We decided to open it up 
to everyone…we sent out 
emails and social media 
posts saying if you’re 
affected by the storms 
come in, use the heaters, 
the power, the internet, 
the facilities. 

”



Defence on the Storm Front / 35

On a personal level, Brigadier Burr draws on his Army 
Reservist skills as the Commander of the 4th Brigade  
in Victoria, as well as his civilian career with Fire  
Rescue Victoria.

Pivoting from their focus on Operation COVID-19 Assist, 
Australian Defence Force personnel stepped in to help 
the state government’s response.

Whether it’s on the front line of a pandemic or a natural 
disaster, Brigadier Burr says it’s become, to a degree, 
business as normal.

Carrajung resident Peter Clarkson (centre) talks with 
Corporal Peter Stokes from 5th/6th Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment, as his driveway is cleared of fallen 
trees by Australian Defence Force personnel following a 
recent storm in Victoria. Image courtesy of the Defence 
Image Gallery.

Australian Army personnel clear a driveway of fallen 
trees following a recent storm in Carrajung, Victoria. 
Image courtesy of the Defence Image Gallery.

Brigadier Burr

“ Like any army reservist, we tackle both 
our civilian career as well as our military 
career concurrently and that brings great 
strength as all reservists do to their 
military and their civilian careers. Both 
are very complimentary of each other. 

”
“It’s worth highlighting the agility and the responsiveness of 
the ADF to be able to support what the State’s needs are 
at the time and we’ll continue to do that as we go forward.”

No doubt comforting and reassuring words for many.
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FROM GERMANY 
TO THE MALLEE

Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey, England, is the largest Commonwealth war 
cemetery in the United Kingdom. Within it lies the remains of 446 Australians killed 
during both world wars including 95 from the Second World War.

The story of one of those men, Private Eric Richard Schiele, begins in Germany, 
extends all the way to the Mallee in Victoria, and ends tragically in England during 
the Second World War.

Eric Schiele was one of eight children born in Australia 
to their father Erdman Gottfried Gustav Schiele, known 
as Gustav, and Gertrude Lumby, daughter of Arthur and 
Tamara Lumby from Gunnedah in New South Wales.

Gustav was born in Zerbst, Germany, on December 26, 
1889. Ten years later, he travelled across the globe to 
Australia, arriving in Melbourne on November 24 of  
that year.

Having married Gertrude in September 1913, Gustav 
became a naturalised Australian at the age of 35 in 
November 1923. He, Gertrude and their children were 
living in Warrandyte where Gustav worked as a labourer. 

By the late 1920s, the Schiele’s moved north to the 
Mallee district and the township of Werrimull before 
the family moved east to Red Cliffs, near Mildura on the 
banks of the Murray river. 

Despite his German heritage, it was at Mildura in July 1941 
that Gustav, then aged in his fifties, enlisted for service in 
the Australian Army during the Second World War, listing 
himself as a British subject on his enlistment papers.

Eric had already enlisted in the Army on October 30, 
1939, while his brother Victor enlisted in January 1940, 
going on to become a Warrant Officer 2nd Class with the 
7th Australian Infantry Battalion. Three of their siblings, 
Arthur, Leo, and Owen, also enlisted in the war, as did a 
sister-in-law and brother-in-law.

According to letters written by Gustav soon after the  
war ended,

Gustav Schiele

“ 9 members of family 
served our country in this 
war willingly… 

”
Murchison, Australia. 5 March 1945. German prisoners of 
war (POWs) from B Compound, No. 13 POW Group courtesy 
Australian War Memorial

Within a month of enlisting, Gustav was promoted to 
the rank of Sergeant and by mid-September 1941, was 
posted to the newly established 13 POW Camp in the 
Victorian township of Murchison where he served as an 
interpreter. 
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Purpose built to detain prisoners of war in Australia 
during the Second World War, the Murchison POW Camp 
was the largest of Australia’s POW camps, housing more 
than 4,000 prisoners including 1500 Germans.

After three years of service, Gustav was reclassified in 
June 1944 and aged out of service, discharged from the 
Australian Army. 

After the war ended, Gustav began writing his letters 
to Prime Minister Chifley, begging to be reinstated for 
service to work as an interpreter on the ships taking 
German and Italian POWs held in Australia back to 
Europe after the war.

The reason for Gustav’s request was heartbreaking, 
having had the “misfortune to lose two sons in the war,” 
with one of them buried in Brookwood Military Cemetery.

With the UK being so incredibly far away, Gustav was 
desperate to see his son’s grave, writing that:

Embarking for overseas service in early May 1940, Eric was 
only in the UK a matter of weeks when he was “knocked 
down by a bus in London during a blackout” in the lead 
up to The Blitz, the German bombing campaign across 
the UK. Eric died, aged just 23 years, and is one of the 446 
Australians buried at Brookwood Military Cemetery.

Eric lost his life not on a bomb-riddled battlefront in 
Europe, but in the streets of London. 

The Schiele family would suffer more tragedy during the 
war when Eric’s brother, WO2 Victor Schiele was killed in 
action 30 June 1945 in Bougainville, aged 26 years. He is 
buried at Port Moresby (Bomana) War Cemetery. 

Both Eric and Victor Schiele are commemorated in  
Red Cliffs.

Given just how far from Australia Eric’s war grave is, 
Gustav saw re-enlisting as an interpreter and serving on 
the ships taking POWs back to Europe the only chance 
he would have to visit Eric’s grave.

For those whose loved ones died far from home, often on 
the other side of the world, their grief was amplified by 
the realisation that the visiting of a grave, the honouring 
of the person they loved at the place they were laid to 
rest, would almost certainly never happen. Distance and 
the expense of travel restricting the privilege of visiting a 
loved ones’ war grave to a fortunate few.

We may never know if Gustav made it to London to visit 
Eric’s grave, but his story and that of the Schiele family is 
just one of thousands of stories of incredible service to 
Australia, and of the grief and desperation experienced 
throughout the country in the aftermath of yet another 
world war.

Lest we forget.

Gustav Schiele

“ It is the only possible 
chance I will have. I am not 
asking anything for nothing, 
I have carried out my work 
for four years. Please Sir, 
can you help me. 

”

Brookwood Military Cemetery 
b Courtesy of Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission

That son was Private Eric Schiele, and while all death 
during wartime is heartbreaking, the death of Eric was 
particularly tragic. 
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WHERE THE  
BROLGAS DANCE

Sandy Guy 

Today when you drive through Strathdownie enroute to 
Mount Gambier in South Australia, 40kms west, there’s 
little left of the settlement – a defunct motor garage and 
a hall amid pastoral properties and, down a gravel road, 
the petite post office.

While the Strathdownie region’s population has 
decreased, residents of the non-human variety have 
remained in this remote corner of Victoria including 
brolga, Australia’s largest waterbird.

Native to Australia, brolga  — Grus rubicunda — stand 
about 1.8 metres high and have a wingspan up to  
2.4 metres. 

While widespread across tropical northern Australia, it’s 
another story in Victoria, where these magnificent grey-
coloured cranes are seen only in the state’s southwest, 
probably due to higher rainfall and suitable freshwater 
habitats. The most recent population estimate of brolga 
in Victoria is around 600-700 birds. 



The amazing courtship ritual of brolga is an elaborate 
display of dance involving strutting, bowing and jumping 
up to a metre in the air to the accompaniment of their 
own trumpeting.

When brolgas pair-up with a mate they stay together for 
life. They do not migrate, and have been known to use 
the same nesting site for up to 20 years. 

During the non-breeding season (late December to May), 
family groups gather to form flocks. 

To see these magnificent birds without travelling 
thousands of kilometres to northern climes is one of 
many reasons to visit this picturesque locale.

Amid sheep and cattle-filled pasturelands, the backroads 
of the Casterton region also feature woodlands, open 
forests, heathlands and wetlands that are home to an 
array of wildlife and birdlife, from wallaby, echidna, koala, 
quoll, bandicoot and grey kangaroo to brolga, emu, 
wedgetail eagle, swift parrots and rare red-tailed black 
cockatoos.

Nestled amid an amphitheatre of rolling green hills, 
Casterton grew around the banks of the Glenelg River 
from 1846, when Scotsman Alexander McKinley built the 
Glenelg Inn at a section of the river called the Adelaide 
Crossing Place, where the Melbourne, Portland and 
Adelaide tracks crossed the river. 

Lying in the heart of what explorer Major Thomas Mitchell 
christened Australia Felix – Latin for “fortunate land”, this 
vintage Aussie town, 354kms west of Melbourne, has 
retained much that is charming about many country 
towns, including a parade of colonial buildings.

The Glenelg Inn you see today was constructed in 1906 
on the site of McKinlay’s hotel, and locals still enjoy a 
cooling ale while looking across the same river vistas as 
early settlers. 

Today Casterton, population around 1800, has two pubs, 
and businesses including farm supply stores, a traditional 
butcher, several cafes and an RSL. 

Driving through Casterton you invariably see utes with 
kelpies in the back, which are as much a part of the fabric 
of the town as the majestic redgums along the riverbanks.

Casterton’s main thoroughfare is also home to the 
Australian Kelpie Centre, celebrating Casterton’s role in 
the origins of Australia’s iconic working dogs. 

Renowned for their loyalty and tenacity as they work 
with all types of livestock, kelpies were originally bred 
from Scotch Collies in the 1870s at Warrock, one many 
large pastoral stations in the region.

On the June long weekend Casterton plays host to the 
annual Australian Kelpie Muster (covid-permitting), when 
up to 10,000 people descend upon Casterton’s usually 
tranquil streets for the Kelpie Festival and Australian 
Premier Working Dog Auction. This year’s auction – held 
online due to covid restrictions - saw a world record-
breaking $35,200 paid for a kelpie.

At any time, visitors can meander around town on the 
Kelpie Trail, which reveals five kelpie-related sculptures 
at picturesque locations including the Glenelg River and 
idyllic Ess Lagoon, just over one-kilometre from town.

Native to Australia, brolga — Grus 
rubicunda — stand about 1.8 metres 
high and have a wingspan up to 
2.4 metres. Image courtesy of Beryl 
Camilleri.

The amazing courtship ritual of 
brolga is an elaborate display of 
dance involving strutting, bowing 
and jumping up to a metre in the air. 
Image courtesy of Beryl Camilleri. 
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An important nesting and feeding site for native birds, 
Ess Lagoon is a pleasant spot for a picnic, or sojourn for 
free for up to a month if you have a self-contained RV  
or caravan.

The quiet backroads of Australia Felix reveal slowly-
flowing rivers and creeks with stately centuries-old 
redgums lining their banks, with favourite waterholes 
where generations of locals have cast a line.

European settlement began from 1837 when the Henty 
brothers - Edward, John Stephen and Francis, who 
founded Portland in 1834 – encouraged by favourable 
reports from Major Mitchell, established a pastoral run, 
Merino Downs Station, followed soon afterwards by 
Muntham, which lies between Casterton and the nearby 
town of Coleraine.

More and more pastoralists followed, with vast 
properties established across the region. Many fine 
historic homesteads, while alas not open to the public, 
can be seen from country roads and lanes.

So too can the more humble homes of land-hungry 
settlers who flocked to the region from the 1860s, as well 
as those of Soldier Settlers post World War One and 
Two at dots on the map including Paschendale, Nangella, 
Tahara, Glenorchy and Drik Drik. 

Across the landscape you come across picturesque 
old bridges, little churches, old railway lines, 1840s 
shepherd’s huts, war memorials, and welcoming hotels 
serving traditional pub fare.

Lying in the heart of Australia Felix, Casterton is close 
Hamilton in the east (64km), Portland in the south (103km), 
and Penola, South Australia, to the northwest (62km), in 
an area with a wealth of diverse attractions to discover.

Ess Lagoon in Casterton 

Wannon Falls. 

Sunrise over Casterton 

This fertile region was home to Aboriginal peoples for 
thousands of years. The Kanalgundidj clan, part of the 
Jardwadjali language group, held large corroborees at a 
Casterton site now called Island Park, near the banks of 
the Glenelg River – reports from European settlers in the 
1840s describe more than 800 people gathered here.



The Glenelg River 
near Casterton. 

Penola is the gateway to the 30 wineries of the legendary 
Coonawarra, one of Australia’s oldest wine regions, 
where some of the country’s finest Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Shiraz is produced.

Off the Casterton-Naracoorte Road are Bailey’s Rocks, 
deep within the 10,000ha Dergholm State Park, a 
collection of giant green granite boulders formed some 
500 million years ago.

Harrow, 69kms north of Casterton, is the burial place of 
Unaarrimin – Johnny Mullagh - a star of the Australian 
Aboriginal cricket team, which toured England in 1868. 

The Johnny Mullagh Interpretive Centre/Harrow Discovery 
Centre, celebrating the achievements of Australia’s First XI, 
also houses a Sir Donald Bradman exhibition.

Wannon Falls, 47kms east of Casterton, cascades over 
a 30-metre precipice, while nearby Nigretta Falls, linked 
by a scenic 10km road, courses from a rocky outcrop and 
falls picturesquely to a series of terraces. 

One of Australia’s most significant historic sites, the Budj 
Bim Cultural Landscape - a landscape so important it 
was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2019 - 
lies 90km southeast of Casterton.

Home to one of the world’s oldest aquaculture systems, 
and the foundations of around 200 stone dwellings, Budj 
Bim is evidence of a large, settled community dating back 
at least 6,600 years – around 1,500 years before Britain’s 
Stonehenge and the Pyramids of Egypt were raised.

Brolgas too have been long-time residents of Budj 
Bim, where they are known as Kurun in the Dhauwurd 
Wurrung dialect of the Gunditjmara people of Victoria’s 
Western District.

Stay

Travellers with self-contained RVs and 
caravans can lap up the serenity of Casterton’s 
Ess Lagoon with a free stay for up to one-
month. For non-self-contained ‘vans, the 
town’s caravan park at Island Park is a short 
stroll to the Glenelg River.

Casterton also offers motel and pub 
accommodation, several charming self-
contained cottages, and country cottages in 
the surrounding district. For more information 
visit casterton.org.au.
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ESCAPE TO  
BRUNY ISLAND

Bruny Island. It’s a rare proposition. An island off an island, at the bottom of the 
world. Located off the southeast coast of Tasmania, it’s a remote, rugged and 
pristine refuge.

While it may not be the sort of ‘island hopping’ you had 
in mind pre-pandemic, right now there are few places on 
the planet that are as enticing for those of us who crave 
adventure far afield.

Bruny Island is known for its towering cliffs, stunning 
secluded beaches and expansive wilderness with an 
abundance of rare and endangered plants and animals. It 
is also gaining a reputation among gourmet globetrotters 
for its boutique breweries, vineyards and distilleries, and 
artisan cheese and chocolate makers.

If fine dining and outdoor activities aren’t enough, it also 
has a fascinating history that draws uncanny parallels 
with our past and present pandemics.

Cape Bruny, Bruny Island. Image courtesy of 
Tourism Tasmania and Robert Burnett. 

Adventure Bay, Bruny Island. Image courtesy of 
Tourism Tasmania and Robert Burnett. 

It takes about the same time to reach the remote island 
as most mainlanders (the term Tasmanians use to 
describe anyone from mainland Australia) spend on their 
daily commute.

The island adventure begins in Kettering, a quaint town 
south of Hobart, which is about 45 minutes south of 
Hobart Airport. A ferry operates seven days a week, 
taking passengers and cars the 20 minute journey 
across the D’Entrecasteaux Channel. The large sluggish 
behemoth chugs along the calm waterway, setting the 
pace for the island life that awaits.
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Couple walking at Lighthouse 
Bay. Image courtesy of 
Tourism Tasmania and Rob 
Burnett. 

There are no transport options on the island, so most 
tourists bring their own hire car directly from the airport 
or join a tour. Upon arrival on Bruny Island, one main 
road winds along the coastline.

One of the first signs of civilization that you’ll see is an 
establishment that allows you to ‘get a taste’ of the island. 
The Bruny Island House of Whiskey has the largest 
known collection of Tasmanian single-malt whiskies to 
taste in the world.

Further along, the road splits, inviting visitors to explore 
either the north or south of the 50km long island.

The northernmost point of Bruny Island is Dennes Point. 
The small town is home to The Jetty Cafe, which has a 
smoker, woodfire pizza oven and local produce for sale.

For a quick dip or leisurely paddle, stop off at Nebraska 
beach. It’s not unusual to see dolphins frolicking in this 
calm stretch of water.

Also in the northwest is the Bruny Island Quarantine 
Station, an historical gem occupying over 320 acres. It was 
initially used to hold Austrian and German ‘enemy aliens’ 
when World War 1 broke out in 1914, before transitioning to 
a quarantine facility for people and then plants.

During the height of the Spanish Influenza Pandemic, 
returning soldiers faced a bittersweet homecoming. 
Over the period of a few years more than 9,000 had 
quarantine for seven days at the station to reduce the 
spread of the virus.
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Kathy Duncombe, author of My Island’s Quarantine 
Station in War and Peace, said the station attracts 
visitors of all ages and backgrounds who are interested 
in exploring history and nature.

Visitors to the station, which is open Monday to Thursday 
10am-4pm, can take a self-guided heritage walk and 
read the extensive history and information collection at 
the visitor centre.

Among the gems to uncover are the measures that were 
enacted to stop the spread of influenza. Indeed, by the 
time the virus arrived in Tasmania millions of people 
had died worldwide, including thousands on mainland 
Australia.

Libraries, schools, theatres, public halls and 
entertainment venues were closed. Although a trip to the 
bar was permitted with only three people allowed for five 
minutes at a time with publicans and punters keen to try 
the “flu antidotes.”

“Everything from whiskey to increased sugar intake was 
tried,” Duncombe said.

“Publicans peddled their stock of medicinal brandy, 
whiskey and gin, advising the public that prevention is 
better than cure’.”

In addition to the historical insights, tourists are invited 
to pack their own picnic, search for one of more than 30 
rare orchids dotted across the landscape, or look to the 
skies to spot one of the 63 birds that have been sighted 
at the station.

South Bruny also delivers a wealth of wilderness and 
wildlife. Travelling south of the station will soon bring you 
to the isthmus, a narrow strip of land called The Neck. A 
steep set of stairs takes you to a viewing platform that 
provides stunning 360 degree views of the coastline. 

A fortunate few, who visit between September and 
February, will have the opportunity to watch the short-
tailed shearwaters and little penguins make their way 
back to their burrows at dusk.

Bushwalking trails traverse the island. One of the most 
spectacular walks is around Australia’s second oldest 
continually staffed lighthouses in South Bruny National 
Park, which takes in stunning views of long sandy 
beaches, coastal heathland and kelp forests.

Nearby Cloudy and Adventure bays attract surfers and 
walkers alike.

If there isn’t enough to do on the island, exploring the 
surrounding seas is an adventure in itself. Join one of the 
Pennicott Wilderness Journeys tours, which take visitors 
on day trips to explore the waters off Bruny. Their bright 
yellow boats venture deep into sea caves and search for 
seals, dolphins, migrating whales and sea birds.

Accommodation ranges from campgrounds and humble 
holiday homes to architectural gems. It’s never too early 
to start planning your great escape for when lockdowns 
lift and this little island off an island could be the perfect 
place to find freedom, perspective and solitude in equal 
measures.

More information: Discover Tasmania or Bruny Island.

An example of Bruny Island’s abundant farmland. Image 
courtesy of Tourism Tasmania and Andrew Wilson. 

Neck Beach on Bruny Island. Image courtesy 
of Tourism Tasmania and Andrew Wilson. 
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The lighthouse at Cape Bruny, Bruny 
Island. Image courtesy of Tourism 
Tasmania and Robert Burnett.
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Cryptic crossword

A special symbol has 
been planted around 
the edge of this puzzle

Across

8 Declared gains of fortune tellers (8)
9 Summon everyone to enter sports award (4-2)
10 Lovers left out tablets in floods (10)
11 Mediocre distress signal by Oscar (2-2)
12 Grandad exploits interruptions (6)
14 Celebrity’s trendy spacecraft (8)
16 Charges simple Teslas (7)
18 Try hard to make a huge hole (3,4)
19 Young women see gun in conflict (8)
21 Angela timidly holds frozen dessert (6)
23 Mountain seconds away from Estonia (4)
25 Magnificent experimental quartet uses no  
 rhythm, initially (10)
27 Rejects Sanyo’s innovation (4,2)
28 Releases State Emergency Service to follow  
 one French toilet (8)

Down
1 Luxury company kidnapped Democrat for  
 foreign propagandists (6)
2 Work with newspapers. I have to be cruel (10)
3 Glimpse politician eagerly embracing party  
 leaders (4)
4 Prime Minster’s eating mostly salt — it’s in the  
 bible! (6)
5 Can I get ski injury from this winter sport? (3,7)
6 Elizabeth looks lovelessly for bucks (4)
7 Sunk ship baselessly with neon light from  
 above (8)
13 Goes into business and frames posh  
 butcher (4,2,4)
15 Footwear seller initially confuses digger (6,4)
17 Part of a dryer glints internally  
 (spinning part) (4,4)
20 Make watertight for ocean, with glue inside  
 bottom of ship (4,2)
22 Lorry trailer pinched by gutless enemies in   
 ceasefires (6)
24 ... and finally Grandma will bless tattoo (4)
26 This fruit is unattractive, say (4)

Crossword solutions can 
be found on page 48. 

CROSSWORD 
PUZZLES
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If you would like to suggest a theme for 
our next crossword puzzle, please email  
mufti@rslvic.com.au 

Quick crossword

Across
1 ... Angeles (3)
4 Type of fish (3)
7 Exclamation of disgust (3)
10 Winning serves (4)
14 Brunch order, for short (3)
15 Lincoln, fondly (3)
16 Born (3)
17 Boulder (4)
18 Creator of Possum Magic, ...  
 Fox (3)
19 Edge (3)
20 Elastic (8)
22 Anniversary of 11 November  
 1918 (9,3)
25 Decks (in boxing) (3)
26 Lightweight British sub-machine  
 gun (4)
27 Paddle (3)
28 Consume (3)
30 Comfort (7)
34 Amniotic membrane enclosing a  
 foetus (4)
37 Ottoman military commander (3)
40 .... gras (4)
41 1954 film starring Bogart and  
 Hepburn (7)

Down
1 Buddhist priests (5)
2 Blatant (5)
3 French river of a major WWI  
 battle (5)
4 Vehicles (4)
5 Posthumous tribute (4)
6 Prefix meaning half (4)
7 Open (6)
8 Put clothes on (3,7)
9 Wife of Zeus (4)
10 Craft (3)
11 Fancy drinks (9)
12 Reverberate (4)
13 “The ___ the limit!” (4)
21 Peeper (3)
23 Abbreviation in many company  
 names (3)
24 Australian shout for attention (5)
29 0.405 hectare (4)
31 The end .. .. era (2,2)
32 Not any (4)
33 Swimming style (10)
35 Annul (4)
36 Girl (4)
37 Targets (4)
38 Insect (4)
39 At night (5,4)
42 At a distance (4)
43 Ballpoint pen (4)
45 Luxury vehicle (4)
46 German wine valley (5)
52 Stored in a barrel (6)
53 Be victorious (3)
55 Amiss (3)
58 Prods (5)
59 Attendance counter (5)
60 Japanese port (5)
61 61-across way of saying  
 61-across? (4)
62 Meadows (4)
64 Spoken (4)
65 Part of an udder (4)
66 Netting (4)
67 Instead (4)
69 Thickness (of toilet paper, eg) (3)

44 War poem written during the  
 First World War by Canadian  
 Lieutenant-Colonel John  
 McCrae (2,8,6)
47 Day play (7)
48 Eavesdrop (4)
49 “Help!” (3)
50 Originate (4)
51 Run-down part of a town (4-3)
54 Aussie creature (3)
56 Perfect score (3)
57 .... facto (4)
61 Antiquated (3)
63 Flowers that have been used  
 as symbols of war remembrance,  
 much like poppies are  
 today (6-2-4)
68 Child’s jumping game (8)
70 Long, slithery swimmer (3)
71 Car brand (3)
72 Sweetheart (4)
73 NZ tree species (3)
74 Donkey (3)
75 Moose (3)
76 Portable drink cooler (4)
77 Governed (3)
78 Most common word in English (3)
79 Ocean (3)
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Crossword Solutions

P O P P I E S
P R O P H E T S C A L L U P

A P E A E K N
O V E R S P I L L S S O S O

D E M K H
P A U S E S S T A R S H I P

S E T A N
P L A I N T S D I G D E E P

I V S N D
I N G E N U E S G E L A T I

T P E E R
E T N A S T A T U E S Q U E

R L H L G H C
S A Y S N O U N L O O S E S

P O P P I E S

L O S C O D U G H A C E S
A V O A B E N E E R O C K
M E M R I M S T R E T C H Y
A R M I S T I C E D A Y K O S
S T E N O A R E A T

C O N S O L E C A U L
A G A F O I E S A B R I N A
I N F L A N D E R S F I E L D S
M A T I N E E H E A R S O S
S T E M S K I D R O W

R O O T E N I P S O
O L D F O R G E T M E N O T S
L E A P F R O G E E L K I A
D A R L A K E A S S E L K
E S K Y L E D T H E S E A

48 / Write to Us

WRITE TO US

Send your feedback to  
mufti@rslvic.com.au or  
ANZAC House, 4 Collins Street,  
Melbourne 3000.

Write to us via email or mail. We’d 
love to hear from you! 

You can read more of our stories online!  
Visit rslvic.com.au
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NEW WEBSITE
NEW CONTENT
YOUR STORIES
There is more than one way to be part of the RSL in Victoria. Enjoy 
inspiring stories, here the news as it happens and learn about events 
and activities of RSL Victoria on rslvic.com.au or via our Facebook, 
Instagram or LinkedIn social media communities.

Join the conversation with 
RSL Victoria’s new website 
launched in October 2021.

Visit rslvic.com.au today

“The RSL community in Victoria has an incredible array of stories to 
tell. Our members, Sub-Branches, volunteers, staff and all those who 
have served, or are still serving, are of interest to our online audience. 
On our new website, readers can expect to find stories of service, 
sacrifice, community, personal heartache and resilience and of course 
that spirit of mateship which is synonymous with the RSL.”

Brad Swain  
Marketing & Communications Manager

@rslvic

@poppyappealaustralia

Facebook

Instagram

LinkedIn

@rslvic

RSL Victoria 
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Here are the names 
of our beloved 
Life and Service 
members who have 
passed since we 
last published Mufti 
in April 2021. Lest 
We Forget.

VALÉ
Heaney Margaret Keilor East 
RSL
Herrick Helen Bendigo District 
RSL
Hildebrand Alfred Yea-Kinglake 
RSL
Hill Frederick Darebin RSL
Hill Reginald Frankston RSL
Hobley Graeme Noble Park RSL
Holland-King Daniel Waverley 
RSL
Holland-Stabback Francis 
Highett RSL
Holmes William Frankston RSL
Hulm Lindsay Colac RSL
Huttley Noel Bentleigh RSL - 
Cheltenham
Hyde Raymond Cobram-Barooga 
RSL
Illarietti Anthony Heathcote RSL
Ingram Mick Bacchus Marsh RSL
Jackson Alan Bendigo District 
RSL
Jackson Isobella Camberwell 
City RSL
Jeffreys Philip Rosebud RSL
Jenkins Alan Waverley RSL
Johnston Kenneth East Malvern 
RSL
Johnston Ian Sunbury RSL
Jungwirth Jim East Malvern RSL
Kealy Desmond Highett RSL
Kearney Kenneth Warrnambool 
RSL
Keeley Edmund Traralgon RSL
Kennedy Leo Mallacoota RSL
Kennett Leslie Darebin RSL
Kessner John Werribee RSL
King Richard Lang Lang RSL
Kirk George Fish Creek RSL
Kirsopp Gilbert Horsham RSL
Kramer Peter Ballarat RSL
Lambert Harold Keilor East RSL
Lee Colin Cobram-Barooga RSL
Lee Colin Reginald Geelong RSL
Liddell James Nathalia-Picola 
RSL
Light Lawrence Kyneton RSL
Livingston Dennis Caroline 
Springs RSL
Lucas Andrew Bendigo District 
RSL
Luke Victor Darebin RSL
Mackay Robert Moe RSL
Macquarrie Alan Caulfield RSL
Maguire Victor Highett RSL
Makeham John Boort RSL
Malone Peter Ballarat RSL
Manners Marcus Caulfield RSL
Marks Mervyn Bentleigh RSL
Marshall Ronald Highett RSL
Martin Kevin Mornington RSL
Massie Bruce East Malvern RSL
May John Dandenong-
Cranbourne RSL
Maynard Charles Nagambie RSL
Mcclure Alister Highett RSL
Mcevoy Michael Traralgon RSL
Mcgennisken Vivian Horsham 
RSL
Mcgregor Ron Watsonia RSL
Mcintyre Tiger Geelong RSL

Sharp Keith East Malvern RSL
Sheehan Terence Warragul RSL
Temple Ray Moe RSL
Thornton Alfred Watsonia RSL
Tracey Donald Wangaratta RSL
Ward Hilton Queenscliff-Point 
Lonsdale RSL
West Francis George Bentleigh 
RSL
White John Healesville RSL
Whitehead William Beaumaris 
RSL
Wilkins Les Ivanhoe RSL 

Army

Adams William Moe RSL
Adey Brian Box Hill RSL
Alexander Robert Frankston RSL
Alkemade Christianus Lakes 
Entrance RSL
Anderson Allan Yarrawonga-
Mulwala RSL
Andrews Roy Yarra Glen RSL
Armstrong Ronald Melbourne 
RSL
Bailey Barry Mildura RSL
Bailey George Pascoe Vale RSL
Bainbridge Neville Headquarters
Baird James Watsonia RSL
Barnes Arthur Box Hill RSL
Barr Nancy East Malvern RSL
Bates Vincent Longbeach RSL
Battle Anthony Mildura RSL
Binding Esmond Bentleigh RSL
Birrell Robert Leongatha RSL
Blogg Charles Leongatha RSL
Blythe Dorothy Amelia Keilor 
East RSL
Borg Emmanuel Epping RSL
Bougoure Barry Lakes Entrance 
RSL
Bourke William Epping RSL
Bown Kenneth Bentleigh RSL
Browitt Allan Fawkner RSL
Brown Keith Mentone RSL
Browne Clive Myrtleford RSL
Bruce James Ringwood RSL
Burge Colin Frankston RSL
Burgess Laurence Box Hill RSL
Burns Brian Leongatha RSL
Burrell William Mildura RSL
Burton John Greensborough RSL
Byers Bruce Bairnsdale RSL
Cameron Alan Horsham RSL
Campbell David Cohuna-
Leitchville RSL
Campbell Malcolm Geelong RSL
Carty John Geelong RSL
Cato Francis Frankston RSL
Chadwick Reginald Rye RSL
Chandler Kevin Yarrawonga-
Mulwala RSL
Clark Donald Berwick RSL
Collier Ian Ringwood RSL
Collins George Doncaster RSL
Cook Sidney Geelong RSL
Costello James Clayton RSL
Coull John Sebastopol RSL
Craven Laurie Geelong RSL

Navy

Alcock Terrence Bentleigh RSL
Alkemade Neville Bacchus 
Marsh RSL
Andrews William Frankston RSL
Bendon Bill Dandenong-
Cranbourne RSL
Bergin John Sale RSL
Bevans Joseph Bendigo District 
RSL
Branch John Interstate Transfers
Brown Ray Echuca RSL
Buntine Donald Pakenham RSL
Callanan Paul Waverley RSL
Cook Peter Box Hill RSL
Drennan John Pascoe Vale RSL
Easy Raymond Watsonia RSL
Flavell Graham Caulfield RSL
Ford Douglas Ballarat RSL
Gellatly David Darebin RSL
Gloster Leonard Kyneton RSL
Green Josephine Queenscliff-
Point Lonsdale RSL
Healey Arthur Frankston RSL
Hirons Pauline Box Hill RSL
Hodgson Joseph Altona RSL
Howell George Dandenong-
Cranbourne RSL
James Alan East Malvern RSL
Johnson Sandra Rye RSL
Jones Graham Highett RSL
Koutsoumbos Vassillou 
Caulfield RSL
Leonard Victor Headquarters
Macumber Bryan Bendigo 
District RSL
Maughan Ronald Frankston RSL
Mcneill Jean Frankston RSL
Mills Norman Beaumaris RSL
Moran Kevin Newport RSL
Morris Ronald Cobram-Barooga 
RSL
Murphy James Frankston RSL
O’Hagan Kenneth Bright RSL
Patman Geoffrey Douglas 
Watsonia RSL
Rushworth Kim Headquarters
Semmel Robert Caulfield RSL
Senior Norris Werribee RSL

Crawshaw Eric Greensborough 
RSL
Cronnolly Lancelot Bentleigh 
RSL
Culbertson Eileen Epping RSL
Cumming Ian Yarrawonga-
Mulwala RSL
Daly Dennis Box Hill RSL
Darrington Donald Bendigo 
District RSL
Davenport John East Malvern 
RSL
Davis Neville Sorrento-Portsea 
RSL
Dean Desmond Frankston RSL
Dean Graham Ringwood RSL
Delahunty Roy Ringwood RSL
Dempsey Bernard Waverley RSL
Dixon Kenneth Watsonia RSL
Dobbie Gregor Altona RSL
Dodd Peter Bendigo District RSL
Downer Norman Echuca RSL
Drake James Yarrawonga-
Mulwala RSL
Drechsler Malcolm Watsonia RSL
Drowley Walter Phillip Island RSL
Dunball Robert Sorrento-Portsea 
RSL
Durston Bruce Shepparton RSL
Eddington Douglas Waverley 
RSL
Edmunds Brian Highett RSL
Egarr Clifton East Malvern RSL
Ellis Oam Ronald 
Greensborough RSL
Emblin Ronald Rye RSL
Evgeniotis Antonios Hellenic 
RSL
Farrington Jack Beaumaris RSL
Fearn Norman Wangaratta RSL
Featherby Noel Boort RSL
Fenton Ron Werribee RSL
Fitzgerald Leslie Pascoe Vale 
RSL
Fraser Harold East Malvern RSL
Fry Betty Phillip Island RSL
Gamble Pearl Healesville RSL
Gibson Kenneth Rye RSL
Gillson Robert Shepparton RSL
Glover Leslie Montmorency-
Eltham RSL
Goodchild Bernard Box Hill RSL
Gow Jack Caulfield RSL
Gramc John Berwick RSL
Green William Bendigo District 
RSL
Griffiths Norman Highett RSL
Gunn Geoffrey Bendigo District 
RSL
Hair John Frankston RSL
Hale Robin Toorak RSL
Handcock Colin Benalla RSL
Harding Josephine Phillip Island 
RSL
Harper Stanley Benalla RSL
Harris Leslie Geelong RSL
Harvey-Hall William Ringwood 
RSL
Hastings Kenneth Rye RSL
Hay Harold East Malvern RSL
Hayes Joan Rosebud RSL
Hazelman Frank Echuca RSL
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To assist with appropriate listing, please notify the Sub-Branch as soon as possible after the Life and/or Service member 
has passed away. Members have been recorded as having passed away prior to September 2021. May they rest in peace.

Mckenna William Montmorency-
Eltham RSL
Mclaren John Keilor East RSL
Mcnally James Highett RSL
Mcnamara Percy Bairnsdale RSL
Mcnaught Robert Geelong RSL
Mcnaught Eric Rosebud RSL
Meagher Ronald Shepparton RSL
Meeuwenoord Tienus Bairnsdale 
RSL
Michalowski Ron Moe RSL
Middleton Garry Stawell RSL
Mills Jack Kaniva RSL
Mills John Waverley RSL
Moffat Ray Geelong RSL
Moore Alan Headquarters
Moyle Phillip Bendigo District RSL
Mulcahy Dennis Wangaratta RSL
Munro David East Malvern RSL
Murdoch Charles Beechworth 
RSL
Murphy Brendan Bendigo 
District RSL
Murphy John Greensborough 
RSL
Nguyen Do Footscray RSL
Nihill Kevin Greensborough RSL
Nordblom Ruben Paynesville RSL
Norris Lindsay Ararat RSL
O’Brien Kevin Traralgon RSL
O’Brien David Wangaratta RSL
Ogier Tony Phillip Island RSL
O’Loughlin Gerard Ballarat RSL
O’Loughlin Reginald Rye RSL
O’Reilly Reg Colac RSL
Orriss Francis Horsham RSL
O’Sullivan Barrie Rye RSL
Panther John Epping RSL
Parkinson Thomas Pascoe Vale 
RSL
Pegg Albert Camperdown RSL
Pepper Hazel Corryong RSL
Pilmore Leonard Horsham RSL
Pitcher Frederick Altona RSL
Pitcher Stanley Springvale RSL
Powell Jim Dandenong-
Cranbourne RSL
Prince Harold Geelong RSL
Procopiou Constantinos 
Hellenic RSL
Rae Duncan Morwell RSL
Rebbechi Geoffrey Paynesville 
RSL
Rice John Waverley RSL
Richardson Emmett Leongatha 
RSL
Riley Brian Keilor East RSL
Rivers Robert Upper Yarra RSL
Roberts David Noble Park RSL
Robinson Laurence Longbeach 
RSL
Rodger John Colac RSL
Rogers John Beaumaris RSL
Rogers Frank Coleraine RSL
Rutledge Keith Ringwood RSL
Saunders Raymond Highett RSL
Scheldt George Anglesea RSL
Schnerring Guenther Box Hill 
RSL
Schoffelen Peter Box Hill RSL
Schulze Hugo Euroa RSL
Sciberras Silvio Epping RSL

Seath John Epping RSL
Selwyn Reg Morwell RSL
Seymour Edward Moe RSL
Shanahan Philip Bunyip RSL
Shepherd Mervyn 
Greensborough RSL
Shields Keith Ocean Grove-
Barwon Heads RSL
Simpson Reginald Kyabram RSL
Sims Kenneth Wangaratta RSL
Smart William (Norm) Bendigo 
District RSL
Snaith George Lara RSL
Snowden Dorothy Torquay RSL
Sommer Louis Gerard Caroline 
Springs RSL
Spence John East Malvern RSL
Sperling Leonard Ringwood RSL
Stanley John Epping RSL
Stapleton James Echuca RSL
Stebbing Alan Bentleigh RSL - 
Cheltenham
Stewart Stephen Mildura RSL
Stone Victor (Ted) Pakenham 
RSL
Sturgess Neil Henry Phillip 
Island RSL
Sullivan John Keilor East RSL
Summerland Roderick Moe RSL
Taylor Morva Horsham RSL
Taylor Brian Watsonia RSL
Thomas Alwyn Ralph Clayton 
RSL
Thorne Margaret Bairnsdale RSL
Thorson Russell Leongatha RSL
Ticknell William Noble Park RSL
Tierney Allan Bentleigh RSL
Tierney Joseph Yarrawonga-
Mulwala RSL
Tongue Kenneth Phillip Island 
RSL
Toohey David Werribee RSL
Townsend Charles Frankston 
RSL
Tsakanias Thomas Rye RSL
Tucker Kevin Highett RSL
Turner Bruce Oakleigh-Carnegie 
RSL
Van Rangelrooy John East 
Malvern RSL
Vasic Mile Kyneton RSL
Vaughan Allan Warracknabeal 
RSL
Waite John Frankston RSL
Walker Doreen Seaford RSL
Ward Charles Moe RSL
Watson Gloria Ararat RSL
Watson Peter Frankston RSL
Watson Edna Rosebud RSL
Webber Harry Dandenong-
Cranbourne RSL
Welsh William Frankston RSL
Whitbourne Arthur Box Hill RSL
White Ralph Waverley RSL
Whitworth Shane Lara RSL
Williams Frederick Beaumaris 
RSL
Williams Eric Frankston RSL
Williams Arthur Mildura RSL
Williams Alan Phillip Island RSL
Willis Herbert Bendigo District 
RSL

Jackson Peter Werribee RSL
James Keith Reservoir RSL
Jeffery Kelvin Boort RSL
Kelly Patricia Cobram-Barooga 
RSL
Kerr Trevor Ocean Grove-Barwon 
Heads RSL
Kerr Kevin Warragul RSL
Kirk Doug Portarlington-St. 
Leonards RSL
Lavender Charles Camberwell 
City RSL
Leith Richard Warburton RSL
Long Richard Berwick RSL
Lynch Barbara Phillip Island RSL
Mason John Bentleigh RSL
Mcdevitt James Dromana-Red 
Hill RSL
Mckenzie Ronald Kyneton RSL
Morris Francis Frankston RSL
Murray Peter Rosebud RSL
Musgrove Albert Echuca RSL
Nathan Graham East Malvern 
RSL
Neil Ray Geelong RSL
Norris Glyn Watsonia RSL
Noske Alfred Kangaroo Flat RSL
Nothnagel Frederick Footscray 
RSL
Owen Charles Ararat RSL
Powell Carol Bendigo District RSL
Reid Richard Frankston RSL
Rice Derek Traralgon RSL
Rigby John Caulfield RSL
Ross Peter Bairnsdale RSL
Saunders Christopher Box Hill 
RSL
Saunders Laurence Werribee 
RSL
Shirley Henry Sea Lake RSL
Sinclair William Shepparton RSL
Slatter Lance Boort RSL
Smart Clifford Box Hill RSL
Stanley Cyril Cobram-Barooga 
RSL
Szmolnik Lajos Ivanhoe RSL
Thornton Stewart Mildura RSL
Urquhart John Bairnsdale RSL
Walsh John Epping RSL
Wares Thomas Waverley RSL
Watson Norman Highett RSL
Welsh Martin Benalla RSL
Wescombe Ivan Watsonia RSL
Wheelwright John Frankston RSL
Whitten Maurice Werribee RSL
Whittington Richard Wangaratta 
RSL
Whitworth Eric Headquarters
Wilson Kenneth Geelong RSL
Wright David Dandenong-
Cranbourne RSL 
 

Wills Robert Horsham RSL
Wilson Bruce Bendigo District 
RSL
Wilson Gladys Ocean Grove-
Barwon Heads RSL
Winsor Neil Ocean Grove-
Barwon Heads RSL
Winter Peter Michael Clayton 
RSL
Wood James Rosebud RSL
Woodroffe Graham Highett RSL
Woolcock Dorothy Highett RSL
Wright Donald Bairnsdale RSL
Yau Dominic Box Hill RSL

Air Force

Allison Edith Marjory Phillip 
Island RSL
Arnall Phyllis Casterton RSL
Arnett Kenneth Swan Hill RSL
Bayley Clive Croydon RSL
Bennett Leslie Waverley RSL
Bilston Brian Sorrento-Portsea 
RSL
Bishop Frederick Bairnsdale RSL
Bland Greer Traralgon RSL
Bloor John Ballan RSL
Box Joy Highett RSL
Burn Bruce H Bentleigh RSL
Burns Phoebe Edenhope RSL
Burton John Werribee RSL
Bysouth Lorna Mildura RSL
Campbell Kelvin Bendigo District 
RSL
Carroll John Patrick Clayton RSL
Christie Jean Bacchus Marsh 
RSL
Clough Mollie Box Hill RSL
Collinson Max Heathcote RSL
Corr Ron Beaumaris RSL
Crawford John Lara RSL
Crispin Richard Beechworth RSL
Donaldson Lafayette Angeles 
City Philippines RSL
Downie Geoffrey Bairnsdale RSL
Dunkling Alan Kyabram RSL
Dunn Clive Box Hill RSL
Ellis Charles Sunshine RSL
Elmore John Charles Berwick 
RSL
Evans Jim Blackburn RSL
Fairy David Keilor East RSL
Forrester Charles Bentleigh RSL
Gilbey Frank Melton RSL
Gliddon Lancelot Melton RSL
Golding Robert Maldon RSL
Guest Reginald Nagambie RSL
Hang Gong Gordon Box Hill RSL
Hayes Leslie Greensborough 
RSL
Hearn Ian Bairnsdale RSL
Hill Edgar Traralgon RSL
Hinves Ernest Croydon RSL
Holdforth Michael Colac RSL
Hooper Brian Yarrawonga-
Mulwala RSL
Hulson Charles Caulfield RSL
Hunt Frederick Newport RSL
Jackson Julie Sale RSL
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Scan to make a 
donation to the 
Poppy Appeal


